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KEY IBDARDS 


Standard QL replacement keyboard, with black 





enclosure .............. 1 as o6scevasndalee eee een £22.00 
Anti-bounce device for standard cone 5 ee £5.50 
PS/2 Style 102 key replacement keyboard, with 
interface board and black housing.................++- £72.00 
KBL 128 all-purpose computer enclosure ......... £28.00 
64 way <Flip back» connector for KBL 128............ £8.00 


All the above items come with full instructions 
All prices inclusive of VAT 
P&P free of charge in U.K. & N. lreland 
(phone or write for details of cost of shipments abroad) 


Send your order, with cheque or postal order, to: 


KEYBOARD PRODUCTS LTD 
UNIT E2, WELLAND IND. ESTATE 
VALLEY WAY 
MARKET HARBOROUGH 
LEICS. LE16 7PS 
Tel: 0858 410048 Fax: 0858 66786 
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QL SCENE @ Show in Brussels 

OPEN CHANNEL @ Disks and microdrives 

SOFTWARE FILE @ Chinese Chess 

TROUBLESHOOTER @ Uses of a spell-checker 
SUPERBASIC @ SuperBasic and Minerva 

PROGRAMMING IN C @ The first in a new series 

GETTING ORGANISED @ The other kind of listing 

DIY TOOLKIT @ Newchan%, Lookup%, Upper%, Lower% 
DOTS TO PAPER @ Screen dumps with dot-matrix printers 
SINCLAIR WORLD @ The wafer-scale drive — but not for the QL 
DISK TIPS @ Basic facts on disk types and interfaces 

THE PROGS @ Archmore Archive fields 

MICRODRIVE EXCHANGE @ Three more in the fold 
SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 

THE PROGS @ Chemistry 3 

THE PROGS @ Dir__to__Archive__Bas 


NEXT 
MONTH 


ARCHIVE POWER 

The final part of our four-part series 
INTEGERS AND 
FLOATING POINTS 


How the QL represents numbers 
internally 





PC CONQUEROR WITH MS-DOS 
_PC CONQUEROR 


PC Conqueror addresses and answers the 


problem of PC compatibility faced by 


many QL users. Boot up your QL with PC 
Conqueror, and under 10 seconds later 
your QOL will be a pretty compatible PC! 
This has been accomplished by our very 
meticulous and painstaking emulation of 
the functionality of a PC clone, down to 
the very operation of the 80x86 family 
of microprocessors! But you do not need 
to concern yourself about how we've 
managed it - Conqueror works. It can 
read, write and format PC disks, run PC 
operating systems (including MS-DOS and 
DR-DOS, also Unix-clones +p system), 
move data QL<->PC and can multitask. In 


a full review inthe May issue of QL | 
World PC Conqueror was found to be very | 


compatible - "every program I tried with 
Conqueror worked satisfactorily”. On 


the subject of speed, QL World found | 


Conqueror clocked in on average at 60% 


of the speed of a PC, even without | 


user-tuning Conqueror's performance (a 
feature we put in for knob-twiddlers!). 


The price is £89.95, and add another £50 





in order to get MS-DOS v4.01 too. 


SOLUTION Viceyes 
SOLUTION 


Solution is a pretty compatible 
PC Emulator, about half the 
speed of PC Conqueror. If you 
are on a tight budget, it isa | and 
Snip at £39.95 or just £89.95 | 

including the full MS-DOS v4.01 | 





are 1000s of good, cheap PD programs 


(SPRITE GENERATOR 
'SSG allows you to 
create and move objects 
around a screen at high | 
speed without flicker. 
No machine code at all 
| is needed! Just £29.95. 


3DP allows 










| ProPub) to s1zes 


SPECIAL DESKTOP PUBLISHER 


If your purse cannot stretch to ProPub, these 
are the best desktop publishers for the QL. The 
Special Edition has bigger fonts, more features 
is easier to use - but both allow you to 
| produce classy dot-matrix output. The standard 
one costs £24.95, the Special Edition £39.95. 


SUCCESS CP/M EMULATOR 


CP/M was a popular O/S for Z80 machines. There 
for Lt, 
which Success lets you run on a QL. Just £49.95! 


(3-D PRECISION 


you to 
create & manipulate 


any 3-dimensional 
objects on screen: 
outputs dot-matrix 
& plotter....£49.95 





ProPub is the state of the art QL | 
OL desktop publishing system. It can 
handle user-input text and drawings 
in a huge variety of fonts, sizes and 
styles, as well as import from Quill, 
Editor, Eye-Q etc. This isa very 
user-friendly DTP program - most of 


/ its controls are intuitively obvious, 
but there is context-sensitive help 
|) available at every stage. Pixel 


proportionality, configurable space 
allocation between characters + 
words, honouring of bold/italics/ 
underline (+ other embedded commands) 
in the source text, word-wrap (text 
boxes can be of ANY shape), v.easy 
Shadowing/brushwork and a detailed 
manual all combine to make this a 


| spectacular system, ideal for pros 


and beginners alike.......... £89.95 


This ProPub accessory enlarges fonts 
(80+ with Lightning SE, 20+ with 
of your choice 
without any jJaggedness.........£19.95 






DESKTOP PUBLISHER 
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Eye-Q, a no-nonsense graphics 
program, is a joy to use. It 

matters not whether you need 
freehand work, diagrams, 
charts, technical drawing, it 
does it all. Eye-O is £39.95. 











Screen output to printer in 
20+ styles/sizes for £19.95 











Turbo is the supreme SuperBASIC compiler for the || This excellent program gives 
QL: stunningly fast, it produces code to run |} you an on-screen pointer | 
typically dozens (sometimes 100s) of times faster | (arrow) environment and all 
than interpreted SuperBASIC. When compared by OL the tools you are likely to 
World with "another product" it was Turbo that need to run it. Run your QL 
| was found to be more SuperBASIC compatible. The this way now for just £29.95! 
toolkit provides a valuable extension to the _ ' = 
functionality of the QL, and complements other 
toolkits. Turbo complete with toolkit is £99.95 











A pull-down menu controlled 

multi-tasking program, ideal 

— — ; a A ee | for running in the background 
Supercharge is half the speed of Turbo and lacks | and giving you notepads, file 
many of Turbo's advanced features. A budget buy handler, clock, diary, mini- 
at £29.95, though. The quality is excellent. database, calc etc for £24.95 



















Few users actually require all the facilities 
ef a sophisticated database like Archive. 
























FLICK CARD INDEX SYSTEM | 





Virtually everyone with a disk 
| system has TK2 Supertoolkit on- 










board. Toolkit III takes off QOFlick presents a very convenient alternative - 
where TK2 ended, greatly avery fast card-file database, with easy to 
increasing TK2's power (even learn snappy search and navigate commands and 
sorts!). Toolkit IfI works good file-handling. You can move Archive data 


without TK2. This toolkit is 
for everyone with a OL...£29.95 
= ——— 


to/from QOFlick, and run multiple copies of 
| OFlick in the background. A good buy at £29.95 


LIGHTNING SPECIAL EDITION 
LIGHTNING 
|Lightning Special Edition is a program 
which will make your QOL run over twice 
jias fast as normal, with no side effects. 
It will give your machine a professional | 
- and very new - feel to it, as things 
will happen quicker, screen ouput will be 
Snappier, internal computations will be 
faster. Lightning SE does this quite 
automatically - no particular knowledge 
Or skills are required by you. The 
program installs itself on your boot-up| 
jj}cartridge(s) or disk(s), just like a 
benevolent virus. When you then boot up| 
your OL, Lightning SE auto-installs 
jitself. Thereafter all you notice is 
very increased operating speed on the 
part of your OL. Lightning also adds many 
jinew commands to the OL's repertoire, 
including new types of scrolls, the 
facility to change fonts, colours ete in 
existing programs (Quill included!) and_| 
|} lots more. It is a magic wand you must 
‘not afford to be without! A cut-down 
| standard version costs £24.95 and the 
| super full-speed, full-function Special 
Edition costs just £49.95: it is the best 
program ever for the OL, bar none. 



















An exciting way to accelerate disk 
access, add password protection and 
to optionally increase disk storage 
Capacity by 32K! This multitasking 
utility can do much more - an ideal 
complement to Media Manager....£19.95 | 
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Better Basic is an expert system 
which will improve your BASIC 
programs - or those you type in - no 
| end. Will even help experts! F24.95 


























“PROFESSIONAL ASTROLOGER 
PROFESSIONAL ASTRONOMER 


A complete Astrology and Astronomy 
system for beginners and experts 
- the manual teaches you everything - 
producing dozens of pages of personal 
data, forecasts, predictions and 
compatibility test results. The 
astrology module costs £59.95, the 
astronomer £29.95 - save £20 if you 

| buy both. A world-beating program! 













































































Monitor allows you to 
trace the operation of 
machine code programs as 
they run. Breakpoints can 





a zap-em-up game faster than 
other. Arcadia is adz in l|: 
Burner reminds one of JetPac, 
GridRacer is like nothing else! 
game is £9.95: £29.95 buys the 










in 






BASIC. 






graFix is specifically designed 
for output of screens and DTP 
pages (from all our publishers) 
onto 24 pin printers: advanced 
features such as interpolation 
(x & y) and magnification (also 
x & y) are provided. A vital 
ProPub accessory for just £9.95 








Std Digital Cc (£29.95) is a high-speed C compiler. 
The Special Edition (£49.95) is even faster, and has 
structures, long pointers/integers, no 64K s1ze 
limit, direct QDOS access, separate QOL/C libraries. 


Backgammon is a friendly companion, 
Reversi a powerful and intelligent 
adversary well versed in alpha-beta 
search methods. Blocklands sets you 
free in a 3D world measuring 
256x65536 QOL screens. Droidzone is 


any 
BMX 
and 
Each 


Superforth is a beautiful FORTH-83 compiler for 
the QL. It produces stand-alone, very fast FORTH 
code which you can EXEC or EXEC W: the official 
specification for the language is 
exceeded. FORTH is a very rewarding language to 
learn, and the supplied manual 1s a 
tutorial for FORTH, assuming no knowledge at all 
| and taking you through FORTH one step at a time. 

The whole Superforth system will cost you £39.95. 


This £49.95 program is NOT just for creating 
| adventures but is for everyone who wants to write 
A treasure trove of utilities..... 


| Microbridge 
| bidder, player and master tutor, providing 






i = 
| i 


j 







* There are five new programs in our 
stable - Toolkit III, QFlick Card Index 
System, QKick Multitasker, Disktool with 
Quickdisk, and Perfect Pointer Tools —- 
all created by Ultrasoft. 

4 Our non-game programs are very 
comprehensively documented with Add 
manuals averaging about seventy pages in 
length (the largest is 325+). They are 
4-hole punched for easy binding/ storage. 
* Microcartridge users please note: don't 
panic! we have large stocks of 
microcartridges and we are NOT going to | 
run out. Quality software on cartridge | 
will continue to be available from us for 
the foreseeable’ future. You can buy 
cartridges from us at the rate of £19.95 
| for a set of five cartridges. 



































If you have a disk system but 
still have programs on 
|| cartridge that assume mdv is 
the device name, this program 
will move them across without 
hassle. Damages only £9.95! 











very greatly 


a complete 





If you have real interest 
in astrology or astronomy but 
want a program to have some 
fun with, this one is just 
| ideal! You might just learn 
something too.... Only £24.95 



















is a good standard Contract Bridge 






non-intervening opponents as well as a partner 
well-versed in Acol. It can show its reasoning 
for bids on screen 4-5 lines of conversational 
English! The program doesn't cheat (each hand 
is managed independently, making deductions 
from bids and play just like humans).....£34.95 








MEDIA MANAGER SPECIAL EDITION 
a MEDIA MANAGER | | 
MMSE is a joy to use. Whether something has 
gone wrong with a disk or tape ("Not found", 
"Not avalid Quill file", "Bad or changed | 
medium", "Read/write failed" etc) or whether 
you want better control over your programs 
and data, MMSE should be to hand. Virtually | 
any calamity can be recovered from | 
automatically: all permutations (accidental 
deletion, partial overwriting or formatting, | 
| errors yielding: bad map but OK directory, 
| bad directory but OK map, bad map and 
| directory, OK map and directory but bad file 
sectors, unknown fault, power glitch 
| corruption and so on) have been catered for. 
}It isn't just for when things go wrong, 
either - many useful utilities are included. 
MMSE costs just £49.95, or £24.95 for a 
cut-down std version that is less friendly. 


EDITOR SPECIAL EDITION 
EDITOR 
Not just a word processor - more 
a way of life. The Editor 
Special Edition (SE) is a super 
powerful data management tool, 
whose Simple-to-master user 
interface was the result of 
many months of careful design. 
Absolute consistency of control 
and operation is its hallmark. To 
illustrate this, ALL Editor 
commands have exactly the same 
Structure - verb, followed by a 
separator (any one of your 
choice) and one or more optional 
nouns (1£ more thar one, 
separated by the same separator): 
so F/and will Find the first 
occurrence of and after the 
cursor. You can even put your 
commands into files and then 


execute them like programs. ~ [DIS SPECIAL EDITION 


Multi-columnar work is easy. You 
can run many copies of Editor LS DISASSEMBLER : 
Simultaneously, with overlays | Ordinary disassemblers are almost useless, 
on-screen or with split screens. |§ || requiring detailed knowledge of the program | 
The standard version is £29.95 being disassembled (Catch-22). IDIS is an 
and the Special Edition (faster, intelligent disassembler and gives you nearly 
twice the features) costs £49.95 auto output for £24.95 - the Special Edition 
with a clear, 160 page manual y | goes much further and costs only £39.95. 


G05 a) BARGAINS 


ut pyrcjasers ~ tt ~ the punted figures oh i | ma sree tn the 
ope, to or] 0 

Figure es to ees al ie T-free total {export are im ole 
or UK VAT), paesuenyy all freig Bh and emg charges 

Acceptable forms of payment are Hing cheque ram 00 a UK 

erlin a of er, 

ae 1onal m9) order. it 


specify TH 




















































SPECIAL LIMITED PERIOD OFFER: ACT NOW 











* Buy ANY TWO programs 
get 10% off the total price! 
* Buy ANY THREE programs 


tet a ea aciel 
mage no 






sterling, VI 












ate), cash, Ne A CURreaS eque con Fi Oh charge pis : 
me Laoney, fe to Nt ah A AL. cant, (it at _ get 15% off the total price! 
Si ch A ee fee Bitty South Chngtore Branch * Buy ANY FOUR programs 
: ingford Moun ndon | | | | 
0 vi one rerio x2 progran to a superior progran, : get 20% off the total price! 
send us the cartrid ge/dist, Except in the case of upgrades * Or buy FIVE or more programs 






between program versions bo h with the same name, send the manual 
too. The cost of an upgrade is £10 pit: ms difference in current 
aw price between the two program 


get 30% off the total price! 















This 18 a very generous offer. Please 









vith “to, ‘Bees “We bh ry a 1 in foeland Miles. 

9, registered in Englan | | ares 
or iel fails ot RA a and , cra nf aT oer $0 trare, take it while it lasts..... 
| at consu It the April/May ‘ 1 issues of QU forld. 





ERI a PPC A SR eS REHEAT ret IE REC OE EMME eet onomterenentearr nner 





Please send me: = 
NOMS ee Fre 





SSL = a SS EE SS Se Postcode: 

Enclosed: CHEQUE/PO/CASH/VISA/MASTERCARD/ACCESS/EUROCARD for $ Signature: 

Card No: EXD: 

| use: (QL/THOR) (MDV/3.5" DISK/5.25" DISK) (360/720/ 1440 SECTORS) , DIGITAL PRECISION, “ 


: — —_ ia 
; ee, um. nella 
Encarta tata ata Aatatatit iat hse tates tana etat.M erase stata at aerar anna aet 
ooo ecocecacncpeceasnceanin nantes inant ath ee ete ptt aete steep aces nese ae 













= PSION MC 


= 788 Software DLV Guide........£40 


: “PSION ORGANISER - eters es fetlesvetuiasteteentneteettetettanbatetctatet 











L264... £180 — Using Psion Grganiser per 3 ARE Boy ses Steznsiseitaten: £69.00 EasyMoney........ vere £69.00 

PSION LX BOOK ..rrnenennne£15 Spelling Checker..............1£30 Spellmaster ............... £59.00  Z88Computer.......... £230.00 

oop isan «£60 Organiser XP2 32K ..ce.e.eu£110 THUR sesesccceccrsnesesecsne. RRO STON coher tee £50.00 
Ai ime hea NUMDASE 1 .....sseerensnnnsnneeees £40 Cambridge Topper ...... £8.00  Superchio 4... 150.00 

Centronics Interface ..........: E40) Psion Printer...c...cecscsssesseee0 £230 ae 

Organiser lZ ..cnek 190 File Handling Book .....sscce£15 Centronics interface .. £30.00 128K Eprom .......... £50.00 

128K Datapak ..ccccen£100 39K Datapak........ £35 128K RAM Pack ......... £50.00 Z-Ta pe oeecsecoverseseesseeress £50.00 


Pe MN acter docueeyrcs oandnviorsidevuer wars £627.00 
IBD iii acicasacccsszcasiaean nes —— £927.00 
BTU oaks hacs she; 5 neobtadacetirdacacadts POA 
128 K FlaSNCard.,......:.ccce.0erecsees £79.00 
ee O12 K Flashcard..........-scccssses £224.00 
ss 64K Rameard............ aol Pine £68.00 
=: 128K RAM Card...............0. £114.00 


as 


_ SPARES — 


: JSROM sets .. sacaddtinnaparicenacsceaa ne 
Keyboard Membrane .a.sccsssecsecorsvsseeen£7-25 
LA 2X BBO2 .ccnversscscrsnracnenee seasvasraneencl 1.20 
2M BOOT vsvsstuerssnesnsecscasacscesvssvesvonsanresannte | oc 
MAB 8049 . Fistabsiarstbdarare veroranteneny reper oS £7.50 
MP 68008 ..........cc.s:ecsetsesternececsersererel 20.80 
29007E... wou10.25 
Repairs... papitaacuthactievssssveteestisiss) so RTOS 
Midrive assemblies- -complete.. wAisins F27.50 
cues cee are Kite Wepre £4.75 
Power supply UK... vt 28.50 
OL Test kit .. nines wi 13.50 
M/drive assemblies (xchange) ... corseevee 20.00 


=~: BOOKS aati 

=: Z88 Dabhand Guide...........£16.00 

~~ Assembly Language Prog........£9 
© 788 Ref Manual......cssssrevrereeeek 16 








ODOS Companion........0.£9 
2OB MAGIC iia ic acini ee 
OL Service manual .................£25 
Z88 Pipe Dream. ..csssesiseeereeseoe£ 16 
Using Your Z88 .......0e0eee£ 10 
Z88 COMPUTING ..-..0eceesrereeee£ 10 


@ ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT. U.K. POSTAGE £2.50 PER ORDER. 












































SOFTWARE Speedscreen (C-D) .......--........ E1600 Pr FOr d T vccccsssescssprynnsmsnrsives £39.00 
BUSINESS Media Manager Special Edn. £50.00 bee £99.00 
Flashback |Special Edition)....... £40.00 Super Madia Manager ......0.... £30.00 COMO sssrerevrseniecsinineae reverses £20.00 
Cash Trader (PDOL)...ccccccsse £40.00 Sidewinder Deluwe.............- E20 00 Super Forth Pavers... £39.00 
Cash Trader + Analyser oo _F105.00 Conqueror bhneepenbhd pedis oh ekadrae ps £30.00 ID'S. bia phi saak teen ed 
Blaciaion Manet. c..-..-..: £2500 Flashback Special Edition... .. £40.00 IDIS- - Special EIT oo ccsseeennen £35.00 
Trading ACCOUM iacccjeuscuss £195.00 Media Manager |)... £20.00 
Home Finance (Buzz)... F22.00 MRF 2D oss ssoccrserccerrrreaeeretssnees EQ.00 GAMES F 
investment Monitor ..................£2000 Multi Disc Over...... ee eee aoe £40.00 Chass... veontnsnonnsaseantennensanees £19.00 
Project PAPER .ccc.cscccssessenson £79.00 Super Toolkit 2(Eprom) wc 25.00 Super CrOUPHEL.....--1.000s reer ETO 
Small Traders Pack.................... £25.00 CLibrerator (G-C) ..cccscecscescccreoee EEO Flight Simulator ips phils haber eee F19.00 
Sprelibournd (e-cl)cccccccccccossscconre £30.00 iC OVE oo iemcreccrerereerereeeeecereeneess ESO,O0 Matchpoint in oad ths w« £15.00 
Set OU nd 2 oocssecccseesevecioerereeee 50,00 SMC CESS eit teresa eteneensaeerssene £0.00 Bridge Phayer 2 sn.sscsssrsssseasresesine £16.00 
Touch acs ms I te ae £15.00 Professional Astrologer............ E70 00 
Se ae og £73.00 Task Master (0-0) ...ccccccscse E200 super Astrologer else ed kts ee £25.00 
OTYP? £30.00 Ue _ we E2000 Crown of Sorkin «| Paver E1 7.50 
ne ee F50.00 The Editor special edition .. . £49.00 ee | a ar £73,00 
PORT OME) rina sesisininssnatincase nonsense £99.00 Super Backgammon F....-.-10r- EVS,00 
Varvilha Errulator,......-00+10s00s £40.00 War In The East (set)............. £39.95 
Chea Emaar eet £90.00 Ultra Print.............- every rere £20.00 PAPC Ecotec res ereneeetnesetee ee ESBIOO 
Archivist MP occoccccccssc-ccsecccsueseon F40.00 Sg poe ana 2) a ee £15.00 Heart of Grr .....cc-c.scsccccrrscseee ves E15,50 
Weide m ..... £30.00 LATVIA setae cistcissnsiniicesinetenne tenet £30.00 Area RadarController .....,....-+ £13.00 
Cartridge DOCtOF soocsssssusssoensen, £18.00 Quailsoft Terminal Peek ... £30.00 THIS IINBN ois eee icssegeaseniieae oh i £19,00 
Expert SyStem oes < pre £50.00 Lightning S, Edition.....cc.scccp £50.00 ea ee E 15.00 
CPM Emulator {o-d)) ..cccc0000...0.. £75.00 Blocklands loan salle ee re iu t 0,00 
Assembly Lang. Toolkit....... Ss! £25.00 CAD Archan oid a9 dude asbhiiedper erawee ce Eis () 
Page Designer 2ecsccc-ssssnoonaune £38.00 CONCEP ID | jnecetrrerecrricrecersicsseier EMO Dhewarth SUH ease sesetcsssssssss sven £15.00 
Professional Publisher... .. £90.00 Eye Dine peep pt terriseeerressra repre £29.00 Pictionary inteceenrdadadabeietesanenensasaaces £11.50 
Master Spy... £390.00 30 Precision Sr aanacea teeta £49.95 PIPBDITES .......00..4ccccee rie GLa 
ArchRTM + ArchOEV ......... £20.00 aC .- £25.00 OLackmian +4. site ‘atanaeny EL 
NIE EON se tseednc mone £97.00 TechniQL aiicn Te err _ £60.00 Karate Se a pears a ee £15.00 
Paste Art........ . ee £70.00 3-D Desigrer ee ESBLOD Mortville Manor ........... Sree £15.00 
Pe | .. £16.00 CUO asset ttcerteeesstereeeereerress FELDD 
Mailfile (256K) ....... Segoe oe £70.00 LANGUAGES , WNT orate aie EE £73.00 
Archive Tutentsscosssoocesessssssctoense £20.00 Assembler ete ect E2000 SHOE AIDE as sessstecsci - £13.00 
OFLASH Ramdisc + t’kit.......... £79.00 Forth (Computer | eee eed La MOS OT AAVOG vcncessccecssnsessreeaas £79.00 
OFLASH Ramm Eptortiesescsssesscsssu £25.00 Blatter Baas. a..02cectsecsscecessseneverses £24.00 Wanderer. ee a srias £15.00 
OFLASH Ram utilities (c-) ........ £10.00 BCPL Developmentkift............- £61,00 Aquanau BUI ser evckersannasisnisesnapenan ey 9.00 
Reconfigurable toolkit 2......0.0.0 29,00 —-DGFRL-C .--setesorsnsriomsssieartoteeter £30.00 King... sian rersinensontanasansoron BDO 
rier. Digital C Special Edition............. £50.00 Stone Raider... morerfere es. £15.00 
etre Sen ete £70.00 Ct ee ey, £30.00 Brain Smasher. Sereereerrre 4 £7.00 


@ Please telephone for detalls of other products not listed here @ 



























SUNDRIES 
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Data Design from Belgium 


Progs, the European soft- 
ware house run by Joachim 
and Nathan Van der 
Auwera, is releasing a new 
database program, Datade- 
sign. The program is 
designed among other 
things to handle multiple 
lines in a field, without a set 
field length, 

The all machine-code 
Datadesign uses a pointer 
and menu-extension = en- 
vironment for ease of use, 


Club Sinclair BruQsL of Brus- 
sels are once again organising a 
European Microfair 1990, sub- 
titled The Big Sinclair-Show, 
on 6 October at the Eurovol- 
leyecenter in Vilvoorde, Brus- 
sels where it was such 4 success 
in 1989, This year, the Show is 
taking the whole of the sports 
hall to gain more space. 
Organiser Jacques Tasset 
requests that anybody who is 
interested jn taking a stand or 
giving a demonstration should 
contact him at the following 
address: 
| Jacques Tasset, Club Sinc- 
lair BruQsL, Aarlenstratt 104, 
B-1040 Brussels, Belgium. The 
local phone number is 02/233 12 
22. 


Erratum 


CGH Services reports that the 
reference to issue 3 of OL 
Leisure Review in last month's 
Troubleshooter is in error. 
“QOL Technical Review has 
reached number 3 OL 
Leisure Review (the successor 
|} to OL Adventurers’ Forum) 
| has yet to be published but will 
| be as soon as we get enough 
material,” says Richard Alex- 
ander. “Please correct the 
impression as we are likely to 
get queries from people won- 
| dering where their subscription 
copies have got to.” 
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multiuse, multitasks, sorts 
on two levels and also by 
number and alphanumeric 
order, has a fast-find option, 
and finds by record or by 
field. The program will view, 
jump to a record, delete a 
batch of records or print a 
selection of records. 

The makers describe it 
as having a _ printer- 
independent _ print-driver, 
and disk-independent for 
speed.There is a _ Basic 


Next Fair 


The next All Formats Compu- 
ter Fair takes place on Ist and 
2nd of September at the new 
Horticultural Halls, Westmins- 
ter, London, closely following 
the previous Fair on 4th and 
oth August. 

Organiser Bruce Everiss is 
advertising widely in European 
newspapers and computer 
magazines, to encourage Visi- 
tors from Europe to visit the 
fair looking for bargain soft- 
ware and peripherals. Comphi- 
mentary tickets are being sent 
to user groups and clubs. 


In Spain 
CUQ (Circulo Usuarios QL) 
started as a sub-group of 
OLAVE, the first Spanish QL 
User group (see QL World, 
April 1988). It went indepen- 
dent in September 1988. 

The club has a software 

library of hundreds of Spanish 
OL programs written by mem- 
bers, and “thousands of pages” 
in their disk magazine CUQ. 
They also support the Cam- 
bridge Computer Z88, and the 
group's Editor is the author of 
#58 Forth, for the 288, which 
is also available from the UK 
£88 user group. 
Write to Salvador Merino, 
Paeso Maritimo 86, EDF, Ber- 
lin, 29640 Loss  Boliches 
(Malaga), Spain. 


routine to transfer Archive 
export files to Data design. 

Datadesign is available 
only on 3.5in. disk, and a 
memory expansion (they do 
not specify how much) is 
necessary. Datadesign costs 
£60 sterling or 3000 Belgian 
Francs, the latter which is 
preferred, post paid, from 
Progs (van Der Auwera), 
Haachtstraat 92, 3008 Vel- 
tem, Belgium, Local phone 
no.016/48 89 52. 


SCREEN 
SAFETY 


The EC Council of Ministers 
has adopted directives on mini- 
mum health and safety require- 
ments for work with vdus (now 





| apparently known officially as 


“display screen equipment”). 
The Health and Safety Com- 
mission will be considering 
what proposals should be 
drawn up to give effect to the 
Directives in the UK, with an 
eye on the Health and Safety 
and Work Act 1974,. Consul- 
tive documents are expected in 
199], 

The basic requirements of 
the Directive are: 
— that employers should 
analyse display screen worksta- 
tions to evalute safety and 
health conditions, “taking 
appropriate measures to 
remedy any risks found”. 

~ employers must ensure that 
workstations entering service 
after 31 December 1992 meet 
the requirements contained in 
the Annex to the Directive, 
which sets standards for display 
screens, keyboard, furniture, 
lighting, working  environ- 
ment, task design and soft- 
ware. 
— employers must ensure that 
workstations in service before 
21 December 1992 are adapted 
to comply with the require- 


ments in the Annex within four 


years of that date, and 

— provide for workers to 
receive information and train- 
ing and for consultation and 
participation of workers and/or 
their representatives. 

— employers must plan activi- 
ties so that daily work on a 
display screen is periodically 
interrupted by breaks or 
changes of activity, and 

— give workers an entitlement 
to an eye and eyesight test 


before starting display screen | 


work, at regular 
thereafter, and if they experi- 
ence visual difficulties. Work- 
ers will be entitled to 
ophthalmological examination 
if the eye test shows this to be 
necessary, and they must be 
provided with special specta- 
cles if these are needed for 
their work and normal ones 
cannot be used. 

The UK has abstained in the 
vote on adoption of the display 
screen equipment Directive 
because of doubts about the 
scope of the directive and the 
eye test requirments. 

The doubts on these two 
points may have been raised by 
the mention of “software” in 
the second point above, and by 
the mention of “special specta- 
cles” in the final point. 

Users who suffer from visual 
stress and headaches while 
using vdus have often blamed 
bad screen colouring and con- 
trast, excessive glare and 
uncomfortable working angles. 

These factors are fundamen- 


intervals | 


ani | 


tal by-products of computer | 


and workstation design, and 
not primarily suitable for treat- 
ment by changes in software 
design, or by special eyeware. 
These suggestions seem to shift 
the focus away from the real 
problem, to “fixing” the soft- 
ware or the user instead. 

Since office seating design 
has improved and manual type- 
writers have gone, the com- 
plaints of keyboard-operators 
have shifted away from back 
trouble to vdu strain and RIS 
(repetitive strain injury, simi- 
lar to tennis elbow), 





Open Channel is where you have the 
opportunity to voice your opinions in Sinclair 
QL World. Whether you want to ask for help 








I am trying to find out if 


anybody has incorporated a 
dump to printer at various 
stages of the program Family 
Tree which I bought from the 
microdrive exchange. 
Obviously it is possible to print 
out data files but it would be of 
great value to be able to print 
out actual family displays. 
J M Grant 
Bearsden 
Glasgow 


Editor's comment: We have 
sent Mr Grant a copy of the 
original article, but if anybody 
has experience of doing this 
with Family Tree please write 
and we will put them in touch, 
Unfortunately author Andy 
Carmichael is one of only two 
MDX authors that we have lost 
contact with over the years. The 
| pan 





with a technical problem, provide somebody 


other is John Banks, should 
anybody find him. 


Words 


I want to say a big thank you for 
the many interesting articles in 
the OL World, and also to the 
writers of software, and the 
software and hardware firms 
and dealers for making the OL 
work better, faster and more 
reliable, 

I have been working on a 
program of my own containing 
over 120,000 words and most of 
their meanings, synonyms or 
definitions. It is ideal as a 
crossword-puzzle solver. I 
have put these words into 
OSpell via Quill and have a 
120,000-word-plus dictionary. 
(You go for a three-hour walk 
with your wife while the prog- 
ram lists it to screen and tells 
you the total word-count). am 


of al ™ my fi : 


with the answer, or just sound off about 
something which bothers you, write to: Open 
Channel, Sinclair QL World, 116/120 Goswell 


Road, London EC1V 7QD. 


also working on a PC version. 

There have been some arti- 
cles in OL World for begin- 
ners, what I find lacking are 
articles for gradually under- 
standing the harder stuff. Even 
books on the subject make the 
harder stuff even harder to 
understand 

To be specific, “what I like 
and understand in OL World”, 
I understand: most off the 
adds, most Open Channel, 
most Technical Helpline, most 
Progs. I find hard to under- 
stand (or can’t): SuperBasic. I 
could just about understand 
Better Basic of 1987, keep to 
the 1987 style please Mike 
Lloyd. DIY Toolkit is hardest 
to understand. And there are 
all sorts of things about printers 
I don’t understand. Thank you 
again for a wonderful maga- 
zine. 

Paul Merdinian 
Ilminster 
Somerset 
PS Most of this document has 
been through my Spellbound 
Special, 
Editor's comment: This ts cer- 
tainly a case in favour of spell 
checkers; ut did leave one deli- 
berate mistake, which I have left 
in place for the sharp-eyed. 

I would have thought that 

Mike Lloyd's SuperBasic ts a 
prime example of an article 
about gradually understanding 
the harder stuff. If you worked 
through Better Basic a few times 
until you get the hang of it, you 
should be able to step up. 
I have networked two QLs. 
One OL has a Trump Card and 
the other one has a 512K 
Expanderam with a disk card. 
Both OLs have a single disk 
drive. I have experienced the 
following problems while net- 
working. 

On both machines I have 
installed the screen dimming 
facility to protect the monitor. 
If no keys are touched for three 


minutes, the screen goes blank. 
This creates problems when I 
send messages on the network, 
since the person on the remote 
QOL will not know that a mes- 
sage has come. To get over 
this, I wish to BEEP the 
remote OL before sending the 
message. How can this be 
done? 

Is it possible to view the 
screen on the remote net- 
worked OL? 

If the remote OL is running, 
say, Quill in a Taskmaster 
environment and I send a mes- 
sage to that OL, the program 
(Quill in this case) underneath 
gets corrupted and unusable. 
This does not happen when 
working in a Oram Hotkey 
environment. Does the net- 
work message program fail to 
close its channels? How can 
this be overcome? 

Now a tip to other networ- 
kers, I have used the NFS__use 
command to access the disk 
drive and ramdisk of the 
remote OL easily from any 
program (even Quill). The 
command is Nfs_use fdk, 
n3__flpl_n3,ram]_. So 
fdkl_is flpL_ on the remote 
QOL and fdk2__ is ram|__ on the 
remote OL, I can continue to 
use flpl_ as flpl_ on the 
remote OL. What else can be 
done on the network? 

I use Icicle a lot with all the 
Psion programs. However, Ici- 
cle is not usable in a Oram 
Hotkey environment. Is there 
anyone who can change Icicle 
to work under Oram? Or ean 
someone make a program like 
Icicle but using the Pointer 
Environment? 

Sanjay Marwah 
Marwah Bhavan 

114-A Turner Road 

Bandra Bombay 40050 
India 


Thank you for keeping OL 
World going after the official 
demise of dynosaurus QLensis 












































in 1985. The fossil lives on in 
many hearts. 

1 read a while ago that 
certain people had persuaded 
Psion to continue work on 
Archive to version 2.38. I do 
not use it much but I do 
frequently use Quill and Aba- 
cus. Quill ts quite satisfactory, 
especially with the Turboquill 
addition. However I am 
appealing to someone with the 
ability to make some improve- 
ments to Abacus. 

Like the following: 

|, One key entry of data and 
cursor movement. When a 
value has been typed, pressing 
a cursor key should have the 
effect of putting the value into 
the cell as well as moving to the 
new cell, Also pressing the 
ENTER key should enter the 
data and move to a new cell 
either right or down depending 
on the setting of the Order 
command. Not having this 
facility is a cause of much 
frustration, | 

2. Automatic determination 
of whether an entry is a value 
or text. Formula entry should 
be the type forced. This could 
be by use of the = sign. Of 
course the inverted commas 
should also be able to force an 
entry to the text, This arrange- 
ment would save much time 
and error in entry work. 

3. The F5-GOTO function is 
very useful but there is a great 
need for a key which would 
advance the cursor into the left 
most column of the next row. 
How about shifted F5? If the 
order setting is by column then 
the cursor movement could be 
to the first row of the next 
column. This would save much 
time and repeated cursor key 
presses. 

I should be delighted to see a 
version 3.0 Abacus. 

| should mention that I also 
own a “compatible” with 1.4 
meg drive and 40 meg hard disc 
but usually prefer to use the 
OL as I can sit back in my 
armchair with the OL on my 
lap and type away. I havea I5 ft 
cable to a monitor/TV with 20 
in screen and find it quite 
usable. 

Thomas D Sutton 
St. Louis 
USA 


Editor's comment: Whom are 
you calling a fossil? Bear in 
mind that the dinosaurs lasted 
for 150 million years. By 
this reckoning, we should have 
149,999,994 years left. 
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Regrettably the only back 
issues available from us now are 
those published under the Max- 
well Specialist ownership, ie 
May 1990 onwards. 


My name is Antonio, | am 29 
years old, fond of informatics 
and a happy OL owner since 
1986. Originally [ had a Sony 
MSX machine which I was not 
satisfied with. One of my 
friends told me about his OL. I 
liked the idea of having a big 
memory and a multi-tasking 
machine, so having spent 
(sadly) 850,000 Lire on a com- 
puter and tape recorder for the 
MSX, I sold everything and 
bought a OL. 

I imagine that, having seen 
the photographs, you will ask 
yourselves what happened to 
the original OL. I was not sure 
I could make the transforma- 
tion, as I do not know much 
about electronics and I was told 
that it was nearly impossible to 
separate the components of the 
machine without breaking it. 

I decided to transform it to 
avoid problems with cables of 
all the bits and pieces. I list 
what I did even though I didn’t 
know how to do it. Sometimes I 
tested the machine to see if 
what I was doing was right, 
hoping not to break it. I have 
been lucky; the only thing 
which does not work any more 
is mdv__?. 

With the help of a friend who 
had the same problem, we put 
Into a separate box a floppy 
drive, its power supply, some 
cables and the OL power sup- 
ply. The OL Box worked but 
there was still a problem with 
the floppy interface which 
leaned out of the OL, and with 
the cables which connect it to 
the OL Box. 

The second step was to find a 
keyboard to substitute for the 
original one. This was the most 
complicated thing. I bought the 
keyboard from an IBM XT- 
compatible by Keytronic, 
because there was an electrical 
failure but the mechanical 
parts were working. After hav- 
ing rebuilt into it the OL circuit 
matrix, I connected it. It 
worked but it was too sensitive. 
Every time I touched a key 
cover a lot of letters appeared 


on the screen. I discovered that 


the keyboard was capacitive 
and the OL could not disting- 
uish the first key-press from the 


following micro-rebounds. | 
changed the keyboard comple- 
tely, and now the covers are the 
only original OL thing on it, 

Another problem was separ- 
ating the floppy interface with 
its memory expansion from the 
OL. motherboard side connec- 
tor. I went to the Sandy compu- 
ter shop which was open at that 
time and they explained to me 
that in their opinion it was not 
possible to extend the cable 
more than 10cm as signal losses 
in the cable might be too much. 

In the end? It was easy! | 
wanted to keep the central unit 
as small as possible, and as the 
only way was to put it at right 
angles to the motherboard, | 
tried the same with the floppy 
interface and memory expan- 
sion, with a cable of at least 
I5em, expecting it not to work. 
But it did. 

The last thing to solve was 
the famous problem _ of 
crashing by overheating. This 
solves itself. It was enough to 
take out the OL power supply 
from the original casing and 
create a good air circulation. 
There were other difficulties 
such as finding some of the 
peripheral components, and it 
took me two years to finish it, 

At the end of 1988 my mod- 





ified OL was working with this 


configuration: OL mother- 
board issue 6, Sandy Super- 
QBoard with Tooikit 2, Sandy 
Thruconram 512 KB. Panaso- 
nic 3.5in floppy drive giving 
720 KB, Hantarex Boxer |2in 
green monitor, Mannesman- 
Tally MT80+ 9-in dot matrix 
printer. 

Having planned into the cen- 
tral unit enough space for other 
hits, I have added a second 
floppy drive (Citizen slimline 
720 KB), with its power supply, 
and a maintain-clock BClock 1] 
as well, plus the Spem Digitizer 
which I have just received, I 
own a second OL, JS version. 
which has a BClock 1 with 
another Hantarex monitor. 

That's all. My friends who 
helped me were Paolo Vanni 
(the old OL AH and OL Box 
owner), Sacchi Lionello (ex 
OL JS-owner, he had to change 
because of his job), Unberto 
(great electronics technician, 
he works on avionics) and I 
think you should mention 
Delta Elettronica of Milan, 
who found for me the neces- 
sary peripherals which were so 
hard to find. : 

Antonio Gareffa 
Milan 
Italy 
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INFORMATION: 
Program; Chinese Chess 
V4.04 

Price: £14.95 


Supplier; Ant Publishing, 
11 Latton Close, Chilton | 
Didcot, Oxon, OX11 OSU. 
Tel. (0235)-834254 





hess in its usual form 
may frighten off 
many people. It has 
an aura of high intel- 
ligence and lengthy periods of 
sedentary head-scratching 
about it. Chinese Chess, as 
presented by Ant Publishing, 
uses a board split into two 
rectangles of & X 4 squares 
each, but it is used as a lattice, 
with play taking place on the 
intersections rather than the 
squares, and there are 90 
intersections which the pieces 
can use. The positions are 
identified A-I across the board, 
0-9 from bottom to top. The 16 
pieces of each player are shown 
as discs marked with Chinese 
symbols. It is a straightforward 
game to play, once you have 
mastered the movements for 
the pieces, and it is unlikely 
that the program Is so smart 
that you cannot beat it, some- 
times at least, After all, itis not 
Psion Chess (which was written 
by the man who won the world 
micro-chess championship). 
Before progressing any 
further with description of the 
game, it should be pointed out 
that Ant Publishing have no 
connection with the supplier 
that produced the “Ant MS- 
DOS emulator” that caused 
some controversy in 1989. 
Although the game is said to 
be a forerunner of modern 
chess, there are a fair number 
of differences in the ways 
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pieces can move, a factor which 
may initially reduce a chess 
player to beginner level again, 
The board is split by a “river” 
across the middle, and there is 
a “city” at the middle of the 
rear line on each side. The 
pieces are General, Counsel- 
lor, Horse, Soldier, Cannon, 
Elephant and Chariot. 

The General is roughly 
equivalent to the King, can 
move | place forwards or side- 
ways, and is confined to the 
city, an area of 9 positions. 
Imminent loss of a General 
means the end of the game. 
The Counsellor does not seem 
to have any direct equivalent; it 
too 1s confined to the city, and 
can move | place diagonally in 
any direction, Its role is, at 
least partially, to protect the 
General. The Horse is similar 
to a Knight, able to move | 
place forwards, backwards or 
sideways, then | place diago- 
nally. However, it cannot 
jump. Its range of movement 
becomes less restricted as the 
board gets cleared, The Soldier 
is equivalent to a Pawn, able to 
move only 1 place, forwards, 
until it crosses the river, where- 
upon it can also move | place 
sideways, In contrast to the 
Pawn, the Soldier is regarded 
as being of little value. The 
Cannon can move any distance 
forwards, backwards or side- 
ways, but can only capture an 
opposing piece by jumping 
over | piece (which can belong 
to either player); all other 
pieces capture by moving onto 


WARE F 


“CHINESE CHESS” 


Bryan Davies moves out for a knight 
on the tiles with a new QL game — 
chess with a difference. 


an Opposing piece’s position in 
the normal chess fashion. 

At the beginning of the 
game, the Cannon tends to 
initiate the attack, but becomes 
less useful as the number of 
pieces reduces. The Elephant 
moves diagonally, like a 
Bishop, but only 2 places at a 
time; it cannot cross the river, 
so it 1s basically a defensive 
piece. The Chariot moves like 
the Rook/Castle — any dis- 
tance forwards, backwards or 
sideways — and is regarded as 
the most powerful piece once 
the board becomes sparsely 
populated. The illustration ts a 
combination of two screens; 
the top section of the board 
shows the Chinese-style pieces, 
whereas they have been repla- 
ced (for purposes of the illus- 
tration only ) by the European- 
style pieces at the bottom. The 
menu is displayed at the top 
right, with the prompt screen 
for setting-up the board at 
bottom right (this actually 
appears only when the “Setup” 
option has been selected). 


Fierce 


The program came in a wal- 
let reminiscent of those used 
for the Psion programs, except 
that a brightly-coloured and 
fierce-looking Chinese face 
was on the cover, and the 
instructions were adorned with 
Chinese script and a seal, The 
wallet-sized instruction book- 
let has 16 pages. It doesn’t take 
long to read, but you have to 





re-read the details of how the 
pieces are moved a few times. 
Details are given of books on 
Chinese Chess, and there are a 
couple of sample games (both 
having an error in them) dating 
back to 1893. 

The practical details of mak- 
ing a backup copy and loading 
the program are quite straight- 
forward. You can use the sup- 
plied clone program, or the 
COPY or WCOPY commands, 
to make a working cartridge). 
The clone routine 1s simply a 
series of COPY instructions, 
plus a Procedure which doesn't 
appear to be used. The prog- 
ram will run on a basic OL; for 
the review, a 640 KB OL was. 
used, with free memory 
reduced to about 96 KB by 
formatting ram discs to take 
away the remainder, Loading 
and running took the usual 
several seconds from microd- 
rive — nothing to frustrate the 
microdrive user. 

You can play against either 
the computer or a fellow OL 
user. Alternatively, you can 
have the computer play itself, 
which is useful to get the idea of 
how to play. Illegal moves are 
rejected, and a low beep 
informs you of them. The 
board occupies about two- 
thirds of the left half of the 
screen; the top one-third of the 
right half contains the options 
menu, the lower two-thirds 
displays the moves, Red (bot- 
tom of the board) on the left 
and Green (top) on the right. 
10 moves of each player can be 
displayed, and then the display 
is scrolled up |. The menu 
offers the options TwoPlay, 
Hint, NewGame, Red, Green, 
Forward, Back, Other, Level, 
and Setup. 

The “TwoPlay” opion per- 
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mits two users to play, and 
Starts the game. The “Play” 
Option starts the game, you- 
against-the-OL. You can let 
the computer move first, or 
make the first move yourself, 
(If the computer is to make the 
first move. it is said to be 
possible to make tt think-out 
the move, rather than making 
the standard opening, but I 
didn’t succeed in persuading 
the computer to do this.) 
“Hint” is just that — a sugges- 
tion, such as a possible move to 
make. “NewGame” allows you 
to start a new game, with all 
pieces being in their normal 
positions (as opposed to with 
the “Setup” option). “Red” 
causes the computer to move a 
piece on the Red side (bottom) 
when you choose to have the 
computer do all the playing; 
Red moves are made at Level | 
(see below). “Green” causes 
the computer to move a piece 
on the other side (top); moves 
are at the set level — ie the 
computer can be given more 
time to make Green moves 
than red ones. 

When used after “Back”, 
“Forward” makes the next 
move previously made. “Back” 
allows you to go back through 
the game, move by move, right 
to the start (if “Setup” has been 
used, you can only go back to 
the point the new setup was 
completed). “Other” displays 
the alternative board, which 
has different icons for the 
pieces. All the icons are well 
created, but the alternative set 
are particularly good, giving 
realistic representations of 
horse and rider, chariot, 
elephant, etc. at a small size 
where I didn’t realise it was 
possible to have anything more 
than crude blobs. “Level” sets 
the computer's own response 
time; it can take up to seven 
seconds, 30) seconds, or one 
minute (Levels 1/2/3) to 
respond to your moves. The 
Level can be changed during 
the game. “Setup” allows you 
to set the board up in any 
(legal) configuration. By press- 
ing «<Space> and <E>, you can 
clear the board, ready to posi- 
tion the pieces where you want 
them; there is no option to save 
a game part-way through, so 
this option is needed. Menu 
selections are made by pressing 
the key for the first letter of the 
options. 

The moves of the pieces are 
signalled by the pieces flashing 
for 2-3 seconds,before and 
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after the moves. This is a useful 
touch, particularly when learn- 
ing the game by watching the 
computer play itself. Likewise, 
the ability to select playing 
Level allows you to “ease into” 
the game. A rather odd feature 
is that, when the computer 
plays itself, the moves do not 
have to be in the Red/Green 
sequence. In fact, you can go 
on pressing only <R>, or «G>, 
apparently until the game 
ends! Up to 10 moves, you can 
see if you have got out of synch 
in your keypresses, but the 
scrolling of the display then 
means you have to trust your 
memory (perhaps not a good 
thing, bearing in mind the 
typical age of us QL users?) 
Fortunately for the unmoving 
opponent, when the moves 
were made only with the pieces 
of the one player, there came a 
point where the same move 
was made repeatedly, and the 
game effectively came to an 
unresolved end. 

After a move has been initi- 
ated, the menu options are 
replaced by a message, indicat- 
ing what Is going on; for exam- 
ple, “Red thinking”. A beep 
from the speaker advises you 
that you have made a move (for 
those dozy periods when you 
are not quite sure what you are 
doing). Seven seconds may not 
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sound a long time, but it begins 
to seem too long. There are 
times when it is obvious what 
the computer’s next move has 
to be (sensibly), but it. still 
takes the seven seconds to 
make it. 


icons 


Overall, the screen presenta- 
tion is good with the icons for 
the alternative (European- 
style) pieces being particularly 
good, Playing the game is not 
difficult, but neither is it so 
simple that it loses your atten- 
tion. There is an irritating 
problem with response to the 
cursor and ENTER keys when 
moving pieces; you either have 
to hold the keys down longer 
than normal, or risk having to 
hit them 2-3 times. This may 
vary with ODOS version (a JM 
was used). On one occasion, 
the marker that indicates which 
player should move next, 
appeared on the wrong side of 
the board, and a “checkmate” 
situation was not indicated at 
the end of the same game. 
Neither “check” nor “check- 
mate” situations were indi- 
cated on other occasions. The 
first of the sample games had 
an incorrect move, there being 
no piece at an indicated loca- 
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tion; when running through the 
other sample game, a lockup 
situation appeared to occur 
twice, but it turned out that the 
computer had decided to take 
control of the green pieces 
despite the game being started 
as a two-player one. The com- 
puter proceeded to play the 
next move-but one of the sam- 
ple game! There was also an 
error in the stated moves for 
this game. 

It takes quite a time to adjust 
to the significance of the Chi- 
nese symbols, as regards what 
their movements can be, but 
you can choose the more- 
descriptive (to European eyes) 
alternative set of icons instead, 
There were no problems with 
displays, and they were all 
clear and informative, There 
are some inconsistencies in 
documentation — for example, 
“Counsellor” appears  on- 
screen as “Mandarin”, and the 
description of the movements 
of the “Chariot” refers to it as a 
“Canon” — but they are not 
such as to cause the user great 
trouble. Overall, the draw- 
backs are not serious and 
should, hopefully, be ironed- 
out in future revisions. Apart 
from them, the game is 
interesting, clearly presented, 
works well, and is reasonably 
priced, 
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See us at the 


ALL FORMATS 
COMPUTER FAIR 


New Horticultural Hall, 
Elverton Street, Victoria, 
London SW1 


4th & 5th August, 1990 


Microdrive users - read this ... 


NEW TRUMP | TRUMPCARD 
CARD 768K PACKAGE 


£225 inc. (£198 export) £375 inc. (£333 export) 


MIRACLE 
SYSTEMS 














































TRUMP CARD 768K + dual disk drive 
+ 10 diskettes 


This is the ideal upgrade path from obsolete Microdrives. 
The package comprises the latest TRUMP CARD 768K 
plus a QL standard floppy disk drive with 2 mechanisms 
plus ten 3.5" double-sided double-density diskettes. The 
only extra item required is the appropriate mains plug to 
suit the country where it is to be used. 

| Disks are more reliable than Microdrives, hold much 
| more information (720K after formatting) and are several 
times faster. Besides these advantages they actually cost 
| less. Our QL DUAL DISK DRIVE is fully boxed in a black 

metal casing and is mains (220V-240V AC) powered. 

An EXPANDERAM 512K can be used as part payment 
against the TRUMP CARD 768K PACKAGE. Just send it 
to us together with £285 (£255 for overseas customers) 
remittance and we will send you the TRUMP CARD 768K 
PACKAGE. 

This package transforms the unexpanded QL into a very 
| powerful machine and is very easy to fit. We are confident 
_ that you will find this investment more than worthwhile as 

many QL users have already done so. If you are not fully 
satisfied with your purchase then by returning it to us within 
14 days of receiving it we will return your money in full. 


RAM + Disk interface + firmware 


We have re-engineered the TRUMP CARD 768K to use the new 
1 Megabit DRAM memory chips. This new design runs about 20% 
faster (twice the speed of the QL's internal RAM) and uses less 
power than the previous one (still available in the 256K size). It 
holds the same firmware: 


* TOOLKIT Il which comprises more than 100 additions and 
enhancements to the QL's Superbasic and operating system 
including an on-screen alarm clock, wild card copying, 
accessing remote devices on other QLs equipped with a ROM- 
based TOOLKIT II via the network. 


a printer buffer which can be used to buffer the serial ports (the 
size of which is limited only by the amount of free memory) 
latting you get on with something else whilst the printer is 
printing. 

* ascreen dump facility to copy all or part of the screen image 
to most types of dot-matrix printer including some colour ones. 


a RAM disk that allows you to access the memory as you would 
Microdrives or floppy disks for fast file retrieval (please note 
that RAM disk contents are lost after switch-off or reset). 


* amemory cut that resets the QL to appear as anunexpanded § 
128K type for the few early programs that refuse to run in | 
expanded memory. 


The disk interface can access up to 4 disk drives (e.g. our DUAL 
3.5" plus our 5.25") and has the same commands as are used for 
Microdrive control. There is an additional command FLP_USE 
which can be used to divert all MDV accesses to FLP (the floppy 
disk interface device name). This makes the transferring of your 
software from unprotected Microdrive (i.e. the majority of QL 
software including Quill, Abacus, Archive and Easel) to disk a 
| trivial task. A simple step-by-step guide for transferring Quill as an 
example is given in the comprehensive TRUMP CARD USER 
MANUAL supplied with the TRUMP CARD. 
The TRUMP CARD 768K's RAM adds to the QL’s own 128K 
giving a total of 896K. Like the firmware the extra RAM is installed 


When ordering by phone It Is sometimes easier to spell 
_ names and addresses using the phonetic alphabet 
- Alpha H - Hotel O - Oscar V - Victor 
- Bravo | - India P - Papa W - Whiskey 
- Charlie J - Juliet Q - Quebec x - X-Ray 


- Echo L - Lima S - Sierra 2 - Zulu 
M - Mike T - Tango 0 - Zero 


A 
B 
Cc 
D - Delta K - Kilo R - Romeo Y - Yankee 
E 
F 
G N-November U - Uniform 





automatically when the QL is switched on so that no installation 
procedure is necessary. The exception to this is TOOLKIT I which 
can be left uninstalled for compatibility if you have other toolkits; 
installation consists of simply entering the command TK2_EXT. 
Fitting the TRUMP CARD 768K is easy - you remove the door 
at the left hand end of the QL and slide the TRUMP CARD into the 
expansion port. A “Beginners Guide" on pages 3 and 4 of the 
TRUMP CARD USER MANUAL will quickly get the novice and 
experianced user up and running. 


MIRACLE SYSTEMS Ltd 
25 Broughton Way, 
Osbaldwick, York, YO1 3BG, 


Tel: (0904) 423986 
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See us at the 


ALL FORMATS 
COMPUTER FAIR 
New Horticultural Hall, 
Elverton Street, Victoria, 
London SW1 


1st & 2nd September, 1990 


14 day money back guarantee on all products 
12 month warranty on all products 
UK prices include VAT and P&P 
(Export prices in brackets include P&P) 


QL HARD DISK 
£449 (£405) 


t% 40 MBytes of on-line storage 

% About 5 times faster than floppy 

t Fully cased complete unit 

tw Hard sub-directories 

® Head auto-park 

w Plugs into QL ROM port 

% Through connector for ROM cartridge 
% Fully compatible with TRUMP CARD 


We recommend that you consider purchasing the 
QL HARD DISK only if you have already 
upgraded to floppy disks (e.g. TRUMP CARD 
PACKAGE) so that backing up is practical, Also 
the QL HARD DISK uses about 55K of RAM 
leaving litte room in an unexpanded QL for 
programs. 




















| QL 5.25" DISK DRIVE 
£125 (£114) 
360K capacity 


® Ideal for Conqueror 
® Through-con for dual 3.5" 


This complete unit can be retrofitted to a TRUMP 
| CARD PACKAGE so that Solution/Conqueror 







| Microdrive users upgrading to disks consider the 
QL-standard TRUMP CARD PACKAGE rather 
than the 5.25" drive. 


(Needs disk interface e.g. TRUMP CARD) 








Tel: (0904) 423986 


To place an order by phone please 
have your credit card ready. For 
overseas customers we charge the 
prices shown in brackets. 


To order by post, please fill in the 
form opposite or write to us quoting 
your credit card number and expiry 
date, or enclosing a cheque payable 
to MIRACLE SYSTEMS Ltd 
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| users can read PC diskettes. We recommend that | 






QL DISK ADAPTOR - £15 (£15) 


@ Access 4 drives from TRUMP CARD 
& Upgrade tp latest TRUMP CARD ROM 


Plug this into the original TRUMP CARD, install 
the latest ROM (included) and your TRUMP 
CARD can control up to 4 drives, e.g. our Double 
3.5” plus 5.25", 







QL CENTRONICS - £29 (£28) 


& SER1/SER2 to parallel printer 
& Standard Centronics plug 

® Default OL set-up 9600 baud 
% 3 metre cable 

Connecting a printer to the OL using this interface | 
is Not only simpler but is usually than 
buying 4 serial card for your printer plus a serial 
cable. Two interfaces will enable 2 printers to be 
driven simultaneously, 














QL DISK CARD - £100 (£89) 
tw TRUMP CARD without RAM 
%& Full TOOLKIT Il, etc. 
% Controls up to 4 drives 

The DISK CARD is intended for use with an 

internally expanded QL or with the EXPANDERAM, 








QL DISK CARD PACKAGE 
£250 (£224) 
DISK CARD Plus: 


ww DUAL 3.5", 720K DISK DRIVE 
w& 10 diskettes 







i 
To: MIRACLE SYSTEMS Ltd, 25 Br 
York, YO1 3BG, U.K. Tel: (0904) 423986 


Please send ma 


expires 4 [ [| 
Name 
Address 


lenclose acheque tothe valueof: £ 


Ordebit creditcard (_|[ JL | JODO 


QL EXPANDERAM 512K 
£99 (£88) 

® Increases OL ARAM to 640K 

& Through connector for disk interlace 

t% Plugs into the expansion pon 
| Hf you already have a disk interface than the 
EXPANDERAM will slot in between the OL and the 
interface. Programme running in the EXPANDERAM run 
about 1.75 times faster than those in internal memory. 












QL DUAL 3.5" DISK DRIVE 


| 


£175 (£155) 
& 2x 720K disk drives 

| & Fully cased complete unt 
& OL-standard format 

& Very quiet operation 


(Needs disk interlace e.g. TAUMP CARD) 












QL TRUMP CARD 256K 
£135 (£120) 
& Increases OL RAM to 384K 
&@ Contros up to two drives 
& Toolkit Il, atc. 
& Can be expanded to 512K or 768K 


Please note that we offer neither the paris nor the 
service for axpansion. 


QL TRUMP CARD 256K 
PACKAGE - £285 (£255) 
TRUMP CARD 256K plus - 
& Dual 3.5", 720K disk drive 
10 diskettes 












oughton Way, Osbaldwick, a 


Signature 





Bryan Davies 
considers disks and 
spell-checkers. 





wo common features of letters 
we receive are spelling mis- 
takes and the lack of OL-printed 
output. Without fear of being 
proved wrong, |'d risk saying that at least 
half the letters | see have spelling mis- 
takes (that doesn't mean typographical 
errors). Much the same is now true of 
“orinted matter” in general. The instruc- 
tions for some QL programs are far from 
| being models of either good spelling or 
clear thinking. Did | tell you that one about 
writing to the editor of The Times to 
complain about half a dozen spelling 
mistakes in one, short article on cars (it 
was a poor article anyway)? Back came a 
letter of apology, and an assurance that 
the problem was being dealt with. My 
name was spelt incorrectly on the letter! 

How often do you see “seperate”? 
More subtle perhaps, but just as surely a 
mistake is the use of “complement” when 
“compliment” is meant, and vice-versa. 
This isn't intended to be a lesson in 
English, but a recommendation to con- 
sider buying a spelling-checker. The 
| revised, verson 2, Spe//Bound is due out 
about now, and Q7Typ has been out for a 
long time (and is built-into text °). 

There is, of course, one big difference 
between “separate” and “complement/ 
compliment”, when you come to spell- 
check them with a computer. You are 
(hopefully) certain to be told the first is a 
mistake, but both of the second words are 
correctly spelt; the error here is one of 
context — the way they are used — and 
| few computer programs are yet capable 
| of checking context. I'm using a ‘beta test’ 
copy of Spei/Bound 2 at the moment, and 
it seems to have overcome most of the 
objections raised about version 1. Itisless 
likely to “drop out” of concurrent checking 
(and easy to get back in), a bigger 
dictionary is provided (50,000 words), 
saving the dictionary no longer means 
having to read it back in to carry on 
checking, and — above all — you can 
check an existing document. Retrospec- 
tive checking is much faster than using 
the old comination of Spel/Bound? and 
FileBound. The “feel” of the program is 
similar to what it was before, so there is no 
great amount of re-learning involved in 
using it. 





The QL-printing thing is interesting. 
Over the years, | think most letters which 
have not been complaints about suppliers 
have been on the subject of printing, yet 
many of our correspondents hand-write or 
typewrite their letters. My prime reason for 
buying a computer system was to get 
away from using a typewriter, but many 
others obviously have different reasons. 
Or is it simply that there are still many 
users who have printers but cannot get 
them to print properly? Repetition is 
something of a sin, we realise, but there 
are some computing tips which seem to 
need repeating over and over again. Dont 
be shy to ask for help if you have problems 
printing from your QL. Please do not 
expect anyone at QL World to write 
printer-drivers for you, though. We only 
have time to give general advice on how 
to go about the job. 

In case readers interest in QL-to-PC file 
transfer read the review of MS-QLink in 
the June issue and wondered where the 
comments on an updated version of that 
program had got to, they are in the August 
QL Scene. All the problem areas men- 
tioned in the review were dealt with by the 
version 1.3 update, and the latter was 
delivered to me in April. The program is 
now fully-functional, and is well worth the 
money. On quite a different tack alpha test 
versions of completely new program are 
being checked by the usual “destruction 
brigade”; the program looks promising, 
and should be of interest to most users. 
As to what it does, a recent editorial 
comment gave a large clue. 


Italian 


The Italian version of text®’ is now 
finished, and available. More ideas are 
being considered at Software®’, and we 
can expect further product announce- 
ments (but no dates have been put 
forward at this time). The author of Home 
Budget, which was reviewed in the May 
issue, has pointed out that version 2.0 
was produced in February this year, and 
has some useful improvements in it. The 
sluggish highlighting of the menu choices 
has been cured, the “crash warning’ 
when trying to load a non-existent ram- 
disk file has been eliminated, a bug was 
fixed, and the instructions were improved. 
Three menu options were added to the J- 
Tax part of the program; the Report 
facilities were increaesd, and the Capital 
Gains Tax file of RP! values was updated. 

This example might serve as a warning 


to people who submit programs for 
review, to ensure that any updates are 
sent in promptly. For various reasons, 
there can be delays in reviews being 
published; make sure you are not sitting 
back admiring your latest, crackerjack 
version when the reviewer is cursing your 
first version. In this case, the author was 
unaware that his program had been sent 
in for review, as the matter was in the 
hands of the supplier that was selling it 
(well-featured in this months com- 
plaints!). So, keep checking the supplier, 
if you put your program in someone else s 
hands. Better still, don't put your program 
on the market with bugs in it. 

Notwithstanding previous comments 
about taking care when buying cheap 
disks, | decided that 38 pence each for 
3¥2in disks in lots of 25 was too good a 
price to ignore, at the All Formats Compu- 
ter Fair on June 9th. Disks said to be of 
Sony manufacture, but “unbranded”, 
were on sale at 40 pence in lots of 10, and 
there is a £2.50 post and packing charge 
(but VAT is included). The normal price for 
5¥4in DS/DD is 22p each, plus post and 
packing, in 10s. It is always some time 
before you know whether or not disks are 
good ones, and | can’t make any com- 
ment on the quality of these, other than to 
say they all formatted without problem to 
1.44 MB on the PC/AT, and will obviously 
format to 720 KB on the QL. The are 
currently being used to backup a hard disk 
and are giving no trouble. The main 
reasons | though it worth trying them was 
because the supplier selling them was 
prepared to take credit cards for payment 
was giving receipts without prompting, 
and supplied both a price list and visiting 
card with full name and address on (see 
INFORMATION). Their price list states 
“No quibble replacement or money-back 
guarantee”. That indicates some degree 
of trustworthiness, although | am very 
conscious of the way some suppliers in 
the past looked good at first, then turned 
distinctly unreliable. 

The usual stalwarts were at the June 
Show — Miracle Systems, Digital Preci- 
sion, Sector Software, Tony Firshman, 
EEC, Quanta, and Liberation Softward 
were joined by OView. The activity level at 
the QL stands looked reasonable, 
although it seems that the stand prices 
are now appreciably higher than they 
used to be and quite a bit of “gear” needs 
to be sold to break even. There were 
some grumbles afterwards that the num- 
bers attending were down. 
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Readers Letters 


Some comment has been supplied on 
the CST SCSI (hard disk) interface. The 
instructions were basically the same as 
those supplied with the floppy disk inter- 
face, but there was an extra page with 
details of the revised Format command. 
The toolkit commands in the interface 
were “never fully documented”, but you 
might be able to identify what they are by 
using the <Extras> command to list the 
available SuperBasic commands. 

Has anyone got a copy they could 
spare of the instructions for a Silicon 
Express interface and disk drive set? F. 
M. Johnson has these units, and is 
unfamiliar with using them; unfortunately, 
the instructions were apparently supplied 
as a disk file, and that has become 
corrupted. 

The complaints about PDQL continue 
to come in; bear in mind that there is a 
delay of several months between letters 
being written to QL World and my com- 
ments on them being printed here. As of 
mid-June, PDQL had called and advised 
that all outstanding matters were being 
dealt with, but it has since been reported 
that even close associates have been 
unable to get in touch with the company. 
Robert Freeman reports not receiving 
Turbo-Plus Quill from PDQL, and not 
getting his money refunded when he 
finally cancelled the order. There appears 
to be doubt about the ability, or willing- 
ness, of the originator of Turbo-Plus to 
supply copies, however; another reader, 
G. Perrett, complains that T.K. failed to 
supply this program, but | believe they 
accepted this and other orders in good 
faith, believing they could obtain the 
program, only to find they could not do so 
in a reasonable time. 

Another reader who order Turbo-Plus 
from PDQL and got nothing is Tony 
Morgan. G. M. Young ordered the same 
program, and has also been waiting for it, 
or arefund, forsome months. Yet another 
would be purchaser of Turbo-Plus is W. 
Mason, who has now had to contact his 
credit card company, having failed to get 
any Satisfaction from PDQL: he also 
ordered (and did not receive) Spe//Bound 
from them. Donald Armstrong failed to 
obtain the ordered software from PDQL, 
but did have his money refunded by TSB 
TrustCard, and has since had 24-hour 
delivery after ordering the same software 
(by fax) from T.K. Computerware. Scott 
Telford place an order for the PDQ-C 
compiler last October, and his cheque 
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was Cashed promptly, but he has since 
obtained neither the software nor any 
satisfaction after “numerous phone calls” 
to PDQL. Michael Squires ordered Muiti- 
Discover as recently as March, and even 
got a promise of delivery by hand, but has 
received nothing. 


Serious 


Two complaints which sound much 
more serious came form M. Burden and 
R. Dand. Both of these QL World readers 
report having had charges made twice to 
their credit card account for the same 
item. Burden sent his Thor for repair by 
PDQL in July 1989 and had not got it back 
as of 20th June this year; his account has 
been debited with about £340, but the 
repair charge was only £148. Dand 
actually received the ordered goods (a 
dual disk drive unit but his account was 
debited for £360 instead of the quoted 
£180. Both these readers have been 
advised to make claims against their 
credit card companies, as soon as possi- 
ble. They stand a much better chance of 
getting their money back than do those 
who have paid by cheque. 

A. E. Le Feuvre sent a copy of a letter to 
T.K. Computerware asking for a large 
refund on software, but didn't advise us as 
to what the software or the problem was. 
T.K. stated that the customer had called to 
say PC Conqueror “does not work", 
almost immediately upon receipt of the 
program, and insisted on return of his 
money. As this program does not have 
any operation problems so far as we are 
aware, the reason for return is a mystery. 
In any event, T.K. had refunded the 
money some time before being contacted 
by us. 

The complaints of J R were referred to 
last month, and T.K. commented that they 
have twice sent replacements of Tech- 
niQL to him, and it would appear he has 
received at least one copy, judging by his 
comments on the later version of the 
program, made to another magazine. It 
seems likely that he either has a problem 
with his printer, or it is not fully “Epson- 
compatible”. 

On this later point, that phrase has a 
restricted meaning in most instances; it 
refers only to compatibility with the Epson 
FX-80 printer, and even several of 
Epson's own printers are far from com- 
patible with that. Goodall appears to have 
had or requested, more than one replace- 
ment printer interface also, and this 
reinforces the thought that the problem 
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had not been traced to its source. 

Transform report sending Goodall a 
cheque as refund for the Organiser dBase 
link set to him in error, and they have 
supplied him with a Datapak which was 


outstanding from an earlier order. They | 
have also replaced his Organiser Centro- | 


nics interface. Goodall confirms having 
received the items sent by Transform, but 
still reports a problem using TehniQL. He 
cannot get on the screen the prompt 
which asks which printer port to direct 
output to. Miracle Systems have replied 
about another of his complaints, saying 


that they have been out of stock of serial- 


parallel interfaces fitted with the 9-pin “D" 
connector and have therefore been 
unable to deal with his order for one. 
Unfortunately, they failed to write to him 
and explain this. A voltage regulator 
ordered by D. Thomas in January was not 
sent out by T.K. until mid-March, due to 
factors beyond their control. 

In response to David McKail’s request 
for information, Graham Priestley (ex- 
CST) says he also uses XChange, it looks 
as though they never really upgraded it at 
all, and McKail should look elsewhere for 


the source of the problem. David McCul- | 


lagh (a correspondent of long standing) is 
still having problems with his Thor XVI 
and says that Thor International (Dansoft) 
“are uncontactable and unhelpful”. It is 
over a month since | wrote to this supplier 
asking for comment on the general situa- 
tion with the Thor XVI and no reply has 
been received yet. McCullagh states that 
the Argos rom in his machine has a bug 
which make The Editor unusable, and he 
is no longer able to use the Mircale serial- 
parallel interface with his printer, appa- 
rently because the XVI has a (PC-type) 
parallel outlet. 


INFORMATION 
MS-QLink v1.3, price £12: 
Ofile 

Apartado 2110 

1103 Lisboa Codex 
Portugal 


| Cheap disks: 
MediaVALUE 
| Northumberland House 


Drake Avenue 
Staines 

Middlesex TW18 2AP 
Tel. (0784)-466744 





| : — 
17 





or QL users who do 
not subscribe to 
Quanta the first to be 
heard of the Minerva 
rom was Simon Goodwin's 
article in the November 1989 
issue of Sinclair QL World. 
Since then the product has 
undergone development to 
reach its present state. What 
does it have to offer Super- 
Basic programmers? 

The Minerva rom comprises 
a tiny circuit board which fits in 
place of two of the normal QL 
rom chips. Fitting requires the 
top to be removed from the 
computer but the process is 
simple and painless provided it 
is undertaken with care and 
patience. Once in place it 
works in exactly the same way 
as the roms it replaced, provid- 
ing the intelligence which gives 
the Motorola 68008 CPU the 
characteristics of a QL rather 
than, say, those of an Amiga or 
an Atari 520. 

The main difficulty facing the 
QView team responsible for 
Minerva was how to make the 
new rom better than the origi- 
nals while ensuring that the 
revisions remained compatible 
with existing standards. With- 
out this compatibility many 
pieces of software would not 





'run with the Minerva, and its 


value would be curtailed. 
Almost by definition, no 
improvement can be fully com- 


| patible with what it is designed 


to replace, and this is true of 


| Minerva. However, fixes exist 


| for the few problem programs 


— some provided to QView and 
others by the programmers of 


| the offending pieces of soft- 
| ware. 


| commercial 


QL owners who use their 
machines exclusively with 
software know 
already that Minerva enhances 
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their machine's speed and 
reliability with only minor 
unwelcome side effects. But 
what of the thousands of QL 
owners programming _ their 
own computers: how are they 
affected by the arrival of 
Minerva? 

Program execution speeds 
are accelerated due to faster 
graphics routines, the imple- 
mentation of integer loops and 
the halving of the time taken to 
jump to a procedure or function 
definition in large programs. 
Arcade-style games written in 
Basic can, with little change to 
the program design, be made 
to run at up to twice the speed 
of the original. However, the 
greatest benefits come when 
writing programs specifically 
for use under Minerva. 


When ERRor 


A recent Super Basic article 
examined in detail the WHEN 
ERRor code implemented by 
both Minerva and Toolkit 2 
which made file handling in 
particular much more controll- 
able. The WHEN ERRor con- 
struct allows programmers to 
write routines to ensure that 
any run-time error can be cor- 
rected without crashing the 
program. | have been asked to 
point out that, because 
Minerva rewrites the code 
other programs cannot reach, 
as it were, its WHEN ERRor 
routines are likely to be more 
robust than Toolkit 2's, espe- 
cially outside the area of file 
handling. This is not because 
of any weakness in TK2, but 
simply that TK2 provides 
extensions for Qdos whereas 
Minerva rewrites Qdos itself. 

Several quite minor changes 
made by Minerva to Super- 
Basic's normal behaviour are 


undocumented by QView 
because, they say, the effect is 
slight or because the changes 
actually bring SuperBasic 
more into line with the User 
Guide. Some _ of these 
changes, unfortunately, are 
immediately counteracted by 
Super Toolkit 2 which, under 
the impression that it is eradi- 
cating poor routines from the 
original roms, actually by pas- 
ses the perfectly reliable and 
even enhanced code in 
Minerva. Readers might care 
to write in with their finds. 
Some features of Super- 
Basic are carried over into 
Minerva unchanged. For 
example, the statement: 


PRINT TO 0; “HELLO” 


Actually prints the string inde- 
nted one character from the 
beginning of the line. This 
might be annoying, but it is 
consistent with the rule that 
when asked to print at or to the 
left of the current print position 
the QL will begin printing one 
character place beyond the 
current print position. It can be 
awkward, though, when print- 
ing must begin at the start of a 
line under the control of a 
variable, such as: 


FOR POS = 0, 10, 20: 
PRINT TO POS; “xX”; 


Under both standard Super 
Basic and Minerva the above 
must be rewritten: 


100 FOR POS = 0, 10, 20 
110 IF POS = 0 

120 PRINT “X” 

130 ELSE 

140 PRINT TO POS: “x": 
150 END IF 

160 END FOR POS 

Other features retained 


SUPER 


BASIC 


The Minerva ROM has been 
quietly taking root in the QL 
community. Mike Lloyd finds 
out what it’s about. 


unaltered are the KEYROW| 


bug reported in the User Guide| 
which can deceive the compu- 


ter into thinking that four keys| 


instead of three have been 


pressed. The deadly CTRL-| 


ALT-7 combination still locks 
up the QL and, incidentally, 
prevents the soft reset from the 
keyboard which Minerva 
implements. The WIDTH com- 
mand, which did nothing on the 


old QLs, still does nothing] 


under Minerva. 
Cursor 


On the other hand, Minerva 
puts right the incorrect 
behaviour of the CURSOR 
command. Originally, CUR- 
SOR could confuse the inter- 
preter if it was followed by a 


channel parameter. Directed | 
to the default window, CUR-| 


SOR worked exactly as 
explained in the User Guide. If 
the command was followed by 
two parameters it used the 
pixel co-ordinate system to 
move the printing cursor. With 
four parameters the first two 
described a point in the 
graphics co-ordinate system 
and the second pair were 
offset from this point measured 
on the pixel system. 


However, if the first para- | 
meter was a channel number | 


and there were a further four 
parameters, the interpreter 
objected to what it believed to 
be an incorrect number of 
parameters. The workarounds 
were to do without the last co- 
ordinate or do without a chan- 
nel reference. Minerva cor- 
rects this irritating bug and 
CURSOR now behaves itself 
in all windows. 


The graphics routines have 


been completely rewritten for 
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Minerva, with the result that 


they are considerably faster 


| than they used to be, and 


indeed almost rival Lightning 


| graphics for speed. The old QL 


took 75 seconds to draw 1000 


| diagonals across the screen, 


but with Minerva the same 
procedure takes 50 seconds 
without taking advantage of an 
integer FOR .. . NEXT loop. 

Interestingly, the accelera- 
tion has not been uniform. In 
an early Better Basic article it 
was reported that the BLOCK 
command was about three 
times faster at drawing hori- 
zontal lines than was the LINE 
command. Both BLOCK and 
LINE have been speeded up 
by Minerva, but BLOCK now 
outpaces LINE by a factor of 
five. 

The relative speeds of the IF 
and SELECT commands have 


| also been affected. Under 


| some circumstances, SELECT 


used to be slower than IF — 
where, for example, there was 
a single expression and it 
proved to be untrue — but now 


| SELECT seems to be faster 


than IF in all circumstances. 
The most significant difference 
is for range expressions which 
are untrue. If T equalled 100 
and were tested by the follow- 
ing expressions: 


100 IF T>= 50 AND T =< 
70: PRINT T 


| 200 SELECT ON T = 50 TO 


70: PRINT T 


the SELECT variant would be 
about 40% faster, although in 
most programs both com- 
mands are so fast that the 
difference hardly matters. 
Games designers faced with a 


| profusion of multiple choices 


and anxious to squeeze every 
last percent of performance 
might well replace IFs by 
SELECTs, though. 

A bug in the old FILL com- 
mand could be exploited to 
produce interesting patterns 


| using a simple routine such as: 


100 FILL 1 

110 REPeat loop 

120 CIRCLE RND(100), 
RND(100), RND(50) 
130 END REPeat loop 


With Minerva fitted, FILL has a 
different, but no less unusual, 


| effect which | leave readers to 


discover for themselves. 
Sadly, one of the means by 

which Minerva achieves an 

improvement in the QL's per- 
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formance also leads to a slight 


problem. Minerva tokenises all 
integers to reduce program 
space and to improve perform- 
ance, both by a factor of 
between 10% and 15%. 
However, as adirect result, the 
RENUM command no longer 
corrects line number refer- 
ences in RESTORE, GOTO 
and GOSUB commands if the 
line they refer to is numbered 
less than 127. This, says the 
Minerva manual, should rarely 
be a problem — unless, that is, 
you assume that RENUM 
works as before and have a 
RESTORE pointing to Line 
120 and cannot understand 
why the program falls over 
after being renumbered. The 
Minerva guide includes details 
of POKE which will disable 
integer tokenisation and thus 
restore predictable behaviour. 

Another potential difficulty is 
the way that the Super Toolkit 
2 commands WTV and WMON 
work. The TK2 manual states 
that they should take a para- 
meter similar to the MODE 
command, “4" for high- 
resolution screens and “8” for 
low-resolution screens, but 
most users quickly find out that 
the commands also work with- 
out any parameters. Under 
Minerva, though, the para- 
meters become essential if the 
commands are to do what was 
intended of them. 


Sufferers 


some QL users have 
reported that with Minerva fit- 
ted they experience problems 
with the printer buffer similar to 
those encountered when an 
incorrect baud rate is selected. 
Characters are missed out or 
misinterpreted by the printer as 
control codes, thus destroying 
any document. The corruption 
is intermittent in that a reset 
usually restores accurate com- 
munications to the printer, at 
least until the next time that the 
QL is powered up. 

The people sufferiria most 
with this problem are likely to 
be those with Miracle serial-to- 
parallel connectors, especially 
early versions, and those with 
the printer driver from Qram 
installed. QView report that 
standard QL baud rates can be 
substantially lower than the 
BAUD command parameters 
would suggest, so that the QL 
transmits at about 8000 baud 
instead of the default 9600. 


Some software and hardware 
are geared to this reduced 
performance and have been 
rudely awakened by the 
sprightly Minerva, which just 
about reaches the correct 
transmission rate. 


Solutions 


Possible solutions for Qram 
owners is either to remove the 
“ramprt” drivers from their sys- 
tem or to direct the spooler to a 
dummy device rather than to 
“seri”, but neither option 
seems to be a watertight cure. 
No doubt someone will find a 
clever workaround and publish 
it in QL World. 

lf these are the drawbacks to 
fitting Minerva they are insigni- 
ficant compared with the 
advantages the new rom has 
to offer. Minerva is faster, more 
reliable and has more features 
than standard QL roms, mak- 
ing it a desirable upgrade for 
programmers and non- 
programmers alike. The list of 
facilities and improvements of 
particular value to SuperBasic 
programmers is mouthwater- 
ing. 

The changes to the line 
editing regime might not be as 
dramatic as those wrought by 
the “ED” keyword in TK2 but 
they are none the less wel- 
come. The cursor can be drag- 
ged to the beginning or end of a 
line by combining the left or 
right cursor key with the ALT 
key. Alternatively, the cursor 
can hop through a long line 
eight characters at a time by 
pressing TAB or SHIFT-TAB. 

In line with standard QL 
practice, adding CTRL to an 
ALT-cursor combination dele- 
tes from the current cursor 
position either to the end of the 
line or the beginning of the line 
depending on which arrow key 
is pressed. The ESCape key 
now performs the break func- 
tion normally undertaken by 
the CTRL-SPACE combina- 
tion and the annoying refusal 
of the QL to accept SHIFT- 
SPACE is cured once and for 
all. 

Interestingly these improve- 
ments are also available to the 
INPUT command because 
AUTO, EDIT and INPUT share 
the same _ character-entry 
code. 

Minerva is much more relaxed 
about slicing text and numbers 
than was the original QL, with 
the effect that just about any- 


thing, including the string 


returned by DATE(). can be 


sliced up and delivered piece- 
meal to a variable or to the 
screen, The command: 


PRINT DATES() (1 TO 4) 


now prints the year rather than | 
an error message. 


Sinclair's idiosyncratic 
handling of strings received 
much criticism from people 
more used to Basic dialects 
more in line with Microsoft's 
standards, but their criticism 
was laced with envy because 
Sinclair string-handling is_ 
incomparably neater and more | 


efficient. However, that does | 


not imply that it was beyond 
improvement. For instance, 


PRINT X$ (TO 6) 


normally fails because of the | 
lack of a starting parameter: | 


with Minerva this weakness is | 


removed. Similarly, program- 
mers often need to pare strings 
down character by character 
until all that is left is a null 
string. This process is greatly 
simplified using Minerva 


because where B$ is a null | 


string PRINT BS$(1) no longer 
provokes an error. 

The code governing the 
SELECT and FOR ... NEXT 
Structures has been changed 
so that it copes with integers 
and, to a limited extent, with 
character strings. The advan- 
tage of integer loops and 
SELECTs is one of speed, 
while character strings can 
add to elegance and simplicity. 

The following program trag- 
ment demonstrates the advan- 
tages of using a string para- 
meter in a SELect structure: 


100 REPeat loop 

110 dS = INKEYS() 

120 SELect ON d$ 

130 = “a”: PRINT “A 
pressed” 

140 = “b": PRINT “B 
pressed” 

150 = REMAINDER: PRINT 


160 END SELect 
170 END REPeat loop 


There is no longer any need 
to convert D$ to its ASCII code, 
nor is there a need to cope with 
upper and lower case variants 
— ON d$ = “a” matches both 
upper and lower case “A”s 
equally well. The result is fas- 
ter, more elegant and easier to 
read. 
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Many programs make intelli- 
gent use of the system vari- 
ables to enhance their abilities, 
but under QDOS the system 
variables are likely to be 
shunted around the available 
RAM as it fills up. On unen- 
hanced QLs the system vari- 
ables remain in one place, but 
it is unwise to depend upon 
them staying there if extra 
memory or additional devices 
are fitted. Minerva implements 
a revised VER$ command so 
that LET BAS = VERS(—1) 
reveals the start address of the 
system variables area. Even 
better, the PEEK and POKE 
commands have been 
improved to make it easier to 
navigate through the maze of 
pointers and offsets which 
characterises QDOS. 


PRINT PEEK(!!55) 

prints the value found 55 bytes 
from the beginning of the sys- 
tem variables area, while 


POKE !124!51, 76 


seeks out the byte offset 51 


places from the start of the 
table pointed to by the vector 
located 124 bytes from the 
beginning of the system vari- 
ables area. Uses for this pow- 
erful facility will be demons- 
trated in full in a future Super 
Basic. 

The word and long-word 
variants of PEEK and POKE 
(eg PEEK_.W AND POLE__L) 
can now access  odd- 
numbered addresses without 
generating an error. This is of 
no use inthe System Variables 
area where all long addresses 
are correctly located at even- 
numbered addresses, but it 
might well be useful when 
directly accessing the display 
map. POKE can now be follo- 
wed by a long list of values 
which will be placed in the 
bytes following the declared 
start address, so that the single 
command: 


POKE add, 20,30,40,50 


replaces four old POKE com- 
mands. 

The crowning glory of the 
most recent versions of 


Minerva is the ability to multi- 
task many Basic programs. 
This has been along-promised 
feature, so it is almost 
an anti-climax to find that the 
process is really extremely 
simple. QView dispatch with 
each Minerva a disk or microd- 
rive of supplementary prog- 
rams which include one called 
“multib__exe”. Every time this 
short file is executed a new 
SuperBasic job staris. The 
code can be made resident 
and linked to a hotkey if the 
programmer wishes. Move- 
ment between SuperBasic 
jobs is via the usual CTRL-C 
combination. 


Windows 


When it is first opened, a 
new SuperBasic task has but 
one window of limited size 
performing the duties of both 
command and default window. 
tis up to programmers to open 
other windows and resize them 
to emulate the normal Super- 
Basic screen layout if they 
wish. By default all extensions 


to SuperBasic owned by the 
calling job (normally standard 
SuperBasic, but possibly a 
second SuperBasic process) 
are inherited, but program- 
mers can opt to start a Super- 
Basic with just the standard set 
of keywords. All Basic jobs are 
interrupted by pressing CTRL- 
ALT-SPACE rather than 
CTRL-SPACE or ESCape. 
Communication between 
tasks can be achieved using 
the EX keyword (from TK2) with 
parameters. Data can also be 
piped between tasks using the 
PIPE facility from Turbo Tool- 
kit, 

Minerva also offers other 
enhancements such as true 
TRON and TROFF code- 
tracing commands which are 
invaluable when debugging 
recalcitrant software and new 
syntax options for ABS, ATAN, 
MODE, PAUSE, SCALE and 
DATE. All in all, it amounts to 
an irresistable package at a 
very reasonable price. QL cul- 
ture is not a dead world: with 
Minerva the QL takes another 
leap forward in its extraordin- 
ary history, 





| SuperBasic and Minerva 


Since Super Basic's predecessor, Bet- 
ter Basic, first appeared more years ago 
than | care to remember all of the routines 
and complete programs that have been 
printed have been designed meticulously 
to ensure that readers with unexpanded 

| QLs linked to TV sets were not disadvan- 

taged compared with their monitor- 
viewing, memory-expanding, Turbo- 
| compiling, disk-saving, high-spending 
neighbours. 


Pressure 


The pressure to modify this policy is 
now too strong to ignore. Most QL prog- 
rammers have access to a toolkit of some 
sort, be it Tony Tebby’s Super Toolkit 2, 
Digital Precision’s Turbo Toolkit, or one of 
the others available both in the UK and 

| abroad. Something like 60% of QL users 
are believed to have memory expansion 
fitted to their machines and the number 
with disk drives supplementing microd- 
rives is almost equally high. The most 
recent development is the arrival of 
QView's Minerva rom which replaces the 
Sinclair rom, enhancing many Super- 
Basic keywords and providing some pow- 
erful additional features. 

When Super Basic was launched in the 
September 1987 edition of Sinclair QL 

| World the majority of QL owners were 
content with the standard 128K machines 
and it was therefore important that Super 
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Basic's programs worked within the limi- 
tations of the majority's machines. 
However, as the QL market has inevitably 
shrunk the stayers have been those who 
have spent money on their QLs, so now 
the majority of users do not have unen- 
hanced machines. It seems inconceiv- 
able that there are more than a handful of 
keen SuperBasic programmers who do 
not have Super Toolkit, and so it now 
seems incongruous for Super Basic to 
pretend it does not exist. 

The same is going to be increasingly 
true for the amazing Minerva rom replace- 
ment which has quietly been occupying 
chip sockets vacated by bug-ridden, 
lethargic and unfriendly Sinclair roms in 
QLs throughout the country. The changes 
wrought by the Minerva rom are much too 
important to ignore, particularly when they 
add so many features for which Super- 
Basic programmers have been wishing, 
such as true integer arithmetic, integer 
loops and string SELects. Almost as an 
added extra, recent Minervas permit 
many SuperBasics to exist simulta- 
neously 


Minimalist 


The unrepentently minimalist Super- 
Basic programer need not fear that all 
subsequent Super Basic articles will not 
work on his or her machine: unless there 
are strong reasons for using Minerva or 


Super Toolkit 2 features the programs will 
continue to be usable on unadorned QLs. 
Where possible, too, standard Super- 


Basic solutions to problems will be listed | 


next to the Minerva or TK2 solution. 
Inevitably, however, Super Basic routines 
taking advantage of new features will be 
neater, faster, more robust or more 
concise than the standard SuperBasic 
equivalent. 

The QL was never meant to remain in 
one set specification: the operating sys- 
tem and the SuperBasic language were 
deliberately designed from the start to be 
flexible and extendable. Although “offi- 
cial” development of the QL stopped with 
the Amstrad takeover of Sinclair's rights 
the QL has never stopped growing and 
improving. 


Contender 


Indeed, the QL has already solved all of 
the problems currently besetting MS-Dos 
computer designs and, in a fair world and 
judged purely on merit, it should have 
been a major contender in the PC market- 


place. There may one day be a better | 


personal computer than the modern QL, 
but | doubt whether there will ever be one 
to match its value for money. If computers 
ever come to share the same status as old 


cars you can safely bet that the Sinclair | 


QL will be one of the classics. 
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EEC LTD 
MAIN SUPPLIERS OF SINCLAIR QL COMPUTERS & LOW- 
COST PRINTERS - QLs From £90 PRINTERS From £80 


THE EXPANDABLE SYSTEM FOR SMALL BUSINESSES, BEGINNERS, AND EXPERTS. 


QLa COMPLETE Fully tested and with 3 months warranty. TV lead, OL Software 
2.35. Also complete bound user quide for the QL, SuperBasic & for the software: Quill JM ROM £130 
(word processor) - Abacus (spreadsheet) ~ Archive (records) - Ease! (business 
graphics) ROM £135 


CUSTOMERS BUYING ONE OF THE COMPLETE UNITS ARE GIVEN ONE YEAR'S FREE 
MEMBERSHIP TO QUANTA. (Help, Newsletters & 400- Library Programs - most Free), 


QUANTA MEMBERS CAN OBTAIN A £5 DISCOUNT 


BACKUP OL the OL with Power Supply Und & TV Lead, Keep it ag insurance, JM ROM £90 
fs ROM £100 


of for networking, cheaper than changing to another system. 


SPECIAL ITEMS 
IMB 3.5° DISC DRIVE UNIT Nec FD1036A with black fromt bezel snc 
TANDATA MODEMS. 0-MOD, Q-CONNECT, £15 ea, 0-CALL. £35, orthe Set... 


OL Pion software 2.35 pack £ 
Complete bound ser guide ce = OL power supply unit... 
OTR co cseanperetesdessetminimielorsinrace AMO Centronicsinterface...... : Mies 
MC GB00B microprocessor... .00....4.— ABO Serial printer leadooocccicccce 
Keyboard momibrana 00. ere «6 ER BR0lorZXBW8each. 
Cartndges, Wallets of 4, NOW orice? 4 Unsued prog cartridges joc, 
SU new carndges in plastic storage box ips Sid Meeniiesinaenetee a 
— 
SOrTW 


OL Cash Trader, Decision Maker, each...£18.000ea © Liberator Super Basic Compiler ...............60.00 
Touch & Go (Typing Tutor), OL Games Cartndge QLoad SuperBasic Quickloader with QRel prog- 


fatatatetibinteeeieteseeetcietatenese ASEM | ERTS AEUETY ocarasors 
QOliberater Hudget Version (For MDV)..........030. 


BUSINESS SOFTWARE (Suitable for standard Qs) 


Sinall Traders Pack £24.95 Invoicer £19.95 General Ledger £19.95 Set of three £50 Mail Merger £14.95 
Pier Pack £14.95 Also Stock Accounting £39.95 (For Expanded QLs) Send 5.A.E for Software leaflets or 


plone : . 
Se 
SEIKOSHA GP1I00A PRINTER Dot-Matrix centronica 50 cps Graphics, Tractor Feed 
Centronics Inerface £20, (if bought with printer) £B0 


C. [TOR DAISYWHEEL PRINTER Serial prints at 20 cps, can print 1+ 3 copies. Paper width 
i3ins. Chars per line: 115, 135 or 172 (selectable on top panel). Buffer 256 bytes. Obtainable 
exifas: Centronics module, Z-cal ribbon, tractor and auto sheet feeder. £140 


Interchangeable plug-in interface modules for star NL-10 printer. Serial, parallel/centronics, IBMVPC. or 


commedore. each EO 


TERMS CWO, ACCESS or VISA 
Mirumum order £9. PAP £6 for printers & Gls 
(Overseas £15). Other items £2. (Overseas £6) VISA 


EEC LTD | 


18-21 MISBOURNE HOUSE, CHILTERN HILL, 
CHALFONT ST PETER, BUCKS, SL9 9UE. 
TEL: 0753 888866 FAX 0753 887149 


Dilwyn Jones Computing 


41 Bro Emrys, Tal-y-Bont, 
Bangor, Guynedd LLS7 3¥T 
Tel: Bangor (0248) 354025 





DjC 


QL QUICK POSTERS £10.00 


Quick and effortless posters on most 24-pin and some 9-pin printers such as the Star 
LC2410 and LC10, Use printer facilities such as enlarged text, multiple fonts, shadowing, 
outlining, NLOQ, centering ete. Reconfigurable printer driver, Send an SAE for further 
Helaits and sample printout. 


QL BASIC REPORTER £10.00 


superBASIC program report, analysis, and programming aid, List variable names, 
procedures, functions, extensions, trace, addresses, calls etc with this utility. “Good! 
value. gives you fots of useful information (New Computer Express) 


QL VISION MIXER £10.00 


Screen picture display and advertising system, use any QL screens mode 4 or 8 (2.9. from 
PD2Z. Eye-Q, digitiser, scanner)" _. absolutely superb... | doubt if this package could 
be beaten.” M Hopkinson, Quanta newsletter, June 90. 


QLWORDSCHECK £6.00 


Counts the total number of words in a fle (ASCII or —dac}. reports what each word was 
and how olfen it was used 


3.5" dises, unbranded 50p, KAO/Sony 75p, 5.25" 80 track dises 35p (all include labels) 
Disc storage boxes lockable, hinged lid 10% 3.5" discs £1.20, 40* 3.5" discs £4.50, BOX 
3.9" discs £6.50, 1005.25" £6.50 

Posso boxes, stackable, drawer system, holds 1503.5" discs Banx boxes. lockable, 
stackable drawers 80*3.5" discs £12 

Printer stand, white wire frame with paper shelf, for 80 colurnn printers £9 (4) 
Monitor stand, tilt and swivel, up to 14” screen £15.50 

Dise labels for 3.5" or 5.25" discs, on roll 100 for £2.00, on printer pin feed backing 100 
for £2 50 

Microdrive cartridge labels, printer pin feed backing 100 for £2.00, Address labels pnnter 
pin feed backing 100) for £2 

Printer ribbons, most makes e.g. for LC10, LC2410, GLP. 120D, CPAS80. PW1080. 
M1009 £4.00 each, Others — ask 


Please acd £2.01) postage and packing except for software only orders and make 
cheques (Sterling only, please) payable to DILWYN JONES COMPUTING. Sendan SAF 
for further details of the programs, which are available on 35° or 5.25" discs (please 
specify), Microdrive copies are only available at the moment if you supply carmages with 
your order (2 lor Vision Mixer). Goods remain the property of Dilwyn Jones Computing 
und! paid for in full 
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ft TF Services FF 


—— 


ASTRACOM Modem 


Tatelligent buffered podem u\th text stotus 
messoges, Hayes protocol, parallel printer 
port (con be used as 6k serial fo pore! lel 
printer buffer), 24Qvec or Sl2vde, futodial/ | 
answer and many programmable registers incl 
printer logging of RX and/or Ty gata, 


FBT approved. Can be used with any computer. ; : 
MELT WI/2HI$ Wd eer tineeie sere Io)preleye STD eeess 


\ AC @ee0 W222 vil Se Tere ICLP Tiree ELRS Larder Ol- ¢ dlling code i5 chang (ng to gi- or 
ACLABET Ad Pe pe vi a + fea] diirig? bie cer | fe|- Vat Pay |e, “ee our Look ut ables and 

C1000 (21/23/22/20bi8 V2.8 (tone) .. E291 | text (asport (ile) conversion preven te ene 
PUZ2/UZ2bis upgrades ssc. Ping for prices HOURS of uork, 


Disks contain 5 tevt liste in database import 


mp ornats ‘quote delimited, etc) & a program for 

| | text (2 ekport) file commegion. Also provi dads 
10M PC + Files for major datebosessordshts 
uw 2 Psion Archive .dbf file 


3,575.25 disk or wlerodrive = £13 


L SPARES 


Foulty Q<L toards (excl plug in Its).,... &9 
ove ET Corcuit dings... €2 
ove EE AR? PAL oss 3 
Al P08 Sttcessevee EZ JS row set...., E25 
BU82 WA ee eseeves EO B30) ULA......, C10 
Oe sc cidah bakpipas ET 3a A! WLA bitiwaa El? 


9 ————————————— 
| Other components (sockets etc) vos Plea PHONE 





OL REPAIRS | 


WLs tested Wilh Thorn EMT test rig 
and ROW sof luare 
(AOU harduore extra if required) 























E25 = & month guarantee 









































ViewdataUTS2-01100 OL TERMINAL EMULATOR 
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Programming 





nC 


Andy Wright begins a series of 
articles on programming in the 
machine-flexible, high-level language 
C. Even beginners can benefit. 


his article and the ones which 
follow it will give you enough 
information to be able to start 
writing C programs. 

r is assumed that you are already 
familiar with some other programming 
language (SuperBasic, for instance) and 
that you are not a complete novice — but 
you neednt be an expert! It is also 
assumed that you are reasonably familiar 
with the use of a QL. 

For a complete description of the C 
programming language you could do 
worse than get hold of a copy of The C 
Programming Language by Brian W. 
Kernighan and Dennis M. Ritchie (Pre- 
ntice Hall ISBN 0-13-110163-3). 

The examples given have all been fully 
tested using Digital Precision’s Digital C 
compiler. The coding should also work 
with other C compilers unless otherwise 
noted in the text. 

C started life as a programming lan- 
guage used on computers running the 
Unix operating system. Today it is avail- 
able on almost all personal computers, 
mini-computers and mainframes — prob- 
ably covering as wide a range as any 
other programming language. 

Whether or not C is seen to be a good 
programming lanquage seems to depend 
on who you ask. Some of the pros and 
cons are summarised below: 

For: 

1) Cis a (fairly) high-level lanquage, so 
is easier to learn and write than assemb- 
ler. However, many facilities are provided 
in C that are normally only found in low- 
level assembly languages. This makes C 
unusually versatile. 

2) C generally produces fast and effi- 
cient programs. 

3) C is a compact language — you can 
do a lot with very few lines of code. This 
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can make it attractive to programmers. 

4) C is much the same on many 
different computers. This means that 
programs can often be transferred from 
one machine to another with a minimum 
of fuss and effort. For example | have 
coded programs on the QL, transferred 
and used them in an MS/DOS (IBM PC 
compatible) environment (the operating 
system used on ICL mainframe compu- 
ters) without problem. | cannot think of 
another programming language where 
this would have been so straightforward. 

Against: 

1) C programs are often difficult to 
understand if you don’t know C — the 
coding is often far less obvious to the 
uninitiated than is, say, SuperBasic or 
Cobol or many other languages 

Full and complete versions of C are 
based on the definition produced by Brian 
Kernighan and Dennis Ritchie. 

Many versions of C are based on a 
subset of the facilities described by 
Kernighan and Ritchie — these are 
generally known as Small C. Some of the 
more powerful (and perhaps) less used 
facilities are not included in small C Digital 
C is a small C compiler. However, some 
facilities associated with the full Ker- 
nighan and Ritchie implementation are 
provided as extras. 

This series of articles is based largley 
on Digital C. The extra facilities provided 
by Digital C are also explained. 

Another C compiler available for the QL 
is Lattice C which is advertised as a full 
implementation of the language. A brief 
discussion of the extras (which go beyond 
small C) is included later in the series. 

In order to write a C program you needa 
text editor of some kind. For example, The 
Editor (Digital Precision), Spy (ARK), or 
Micro Emacs (Quanta). 


The text editor is used to create a file 
containing the C program code. The 
(source) code in this file is then compiled 
to produce a machine code program. The 
machine code program can then be run as 
required. 

All of the examples in these articles are 
of C source coding. This needs to be 
stored in a file using an editor. The C 
compiler is used to convert the source 
code statements into machine code. 

How to go about compiling the program 
depends on the compiler that you are 
using. The example in this section uses 
the Digital C compiler. 

A C program consists of a collection of 
one or more function definitions. A func- 
tion is a distinct piece of code (rather likea 
SuperBasic function or procedure). 

The main part of a C program consists 
of a function called Main. This has to be 
the first function that is defined in the 
program. An example of the basic format 
of a C program is given in Fig.1. Don't try 
and compile the coding in Fig 1! 


main €) /# a comment #/ 
{ 
c_statement; 
/# another 
conment 
#/ 
c_statementl; 
¢_ statement; 
} 


Fig. 
of a C program. 


1 Basic structure 





main () defines the main program. As 
mentioned above, C programs need a 
main function. The empty round brackets 
() indicate that the program does not 
expect any parameter (argument) values 
to be passed to it when it runs. The 
brackets have to be included! Note that 
the word main must be entered in lower 
case. 

The coding for the main function is 
always enclosed between curly brackets 
{and}. 

C statements are included between the 
{ }. Each statement must be terminated 
Sy a semi-colon (;). You can separate 
statements with blank (empty) lines to 
improve readability. 

The lines of coding can also be inde- 
nted to make it easier to read. 

Comments can be included — they 
begin with /* and end with*/. C compilers 
ignore everything that is enclosed within 
the comment delimiters /" ana */. 

Fig. 2 is an example of a very simple C 
program. 

The program executes two statements. 
Each statement is a call to the printf 
function — this is a standard C function. 
The standard C functions are provided 
with the compiler. 
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Parameters to functions are always 
enclosed within round brackets. In Fig 2 
the printf function is passed a single 
parameter — a string of characters enclo- 
sed in quotation marks. Note that double 
quotes (") and not single quotes (') must 
be used. Printf displays these characters 
on the standard program output device 
(the screen). The word printf must be 
typed in lower case. 

Note that the first call to printf includes 
the characters rn in the string that is 
displayed. Characters preceeded by a 

are known as escape sequences and 
have a special meaning. Some of them 
are: 

n/ print a newline character 

t. print a TAB character 


main () 
| 


filps_test__c —__—— flps__test_obj —» flp2__test_exe 
— finished program 


file containing — object file 


source program 


C compiler 


flp1__ce 


code generator 


flp1__cg 


Fig. 3 The Compilation Process 





should pause if there are any errors (it 
waits until you press ENTER), and it 
should monitor its progress — it displays 
messages as it does things. Note that the 
—c doesn't need to be specified at the end 


printf (“my first C program ndisplays two lines”): 


printf must be in lower case 


you can leave spaces between printf and the opening ( 

you Can leave spaces between the ( and the opening quotes 

you can leave spaces between the closing quotes and the closing ) 

spaces between the quotes are printed as spaces 

you can leave spaces between the closing ) and the semi-colon the 
whole of this comment text can be omitted 

no newline character is printed at the end of the printed text unless 


you use n atthe end 
printf (“of text”); 


} 


Fig. 2. A simple C program 


f / print a FORMFEED character 
printa character 
b) print a backspace character 
The output from the program is dis- 
plaved is displayed on the screen as: 


My first C program 
displays two lines of text 


( a newline is printed between the 
words program and displays). 

lf the source program is edited into a file 
named flp2__test__c (Digital C insists that 
C sources programs are stored in files 
that end with —c) then it can be compiled 
as follows: 


With the disk containing Digital C on 
device flp1__use: 


exec__w flp1__cc (ENTER) 


After a few seconds, when prompted for 
a command line enter: 


flp2__test _p —m (ENTER) 

This tells the first stage of the compila- 
tion process (the parser) that the source 
code is in a file name flps__test__c, that it 
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of the source file name. 

This should produce an object file 
named fips_test_obj. The compiled 
machine code is then generated by 
using: 


exec__w fipi/cg (ENTER) 


when prompted for a command line 
enter: 


flp2__test_exe flps_test —m —p —nc 
—d/flp1__(ENTER) 


This tells the code generator to produce 
a compiled program in a file named 
flp2__test_exe. It reads from the object 
file names fl__2_test_obj (the obj 
doesn't need to be specified.) It monitors 
its progress and pauses if there are 
errors. There will be no prompt for a 
command line when the final program is 
executed and the standard C libraries 
(provided with Digital C) are on the deivce 
flp1__ on the same disk as the Digital C 
compiler itself. 


The diagram in Fig. 3 illustrates the 
compilation process: 


To run the finished program use: 
exex__w flp2__test_exe (ENTER) 


Note that the exec command can be 
used instead of exec__w. The digital C 
manual also explains how the ex com- 
mand (in SuperToolkit Il) or the execute 
command (in the Turbo toolkit) can be 
used to run the compilers. It is, in fact, 
possible to build a fairly neat front end 
program to allow compilations etc to take 
place at a single keystroke. | use such a 
system myself since it saves a lot of time. 

Also note that if you run the final 
program in, say, a Qram environment the 
output display is immediately cleared as 
soon as the program terminates — this 
tidying up of the display is handled 
automatically by the Qram window man- 
agment software, Future articles will illus- 
trate how this can be overcome if it causes 
problems. 


Some follow up work 

Try some of the following: 

1) Add some more printf statements to 
make the program display more messa- 
ges. Also add a few comments. 

2) Try using some of the other escape 
characters to see what effect they have. 

3) Try splitting the printf statement over 
two lines — it should work ok providing 
you do not split the quotation marks and 
the enclosed string of characters across 
lines. 

4) Misspell the word printf to see what 
kind of error message(s) you get from the 
compiler. 

5) Other errors could be generated by: 


misspelling the word main 

missing out one (or both) of the 
brackets after main 

missing out one or both of the curly 
brackets 

missing out one or both of the 
quotes in a printf statement 

missing out one or more semi-colons 
from the end of statements 

splitting the quotes and/or the string 
of the printf statement across two 
lines 


Although it may seem stupid to deliber- 
ately add errors to programs — a little bit 
of time spent doing it now could save you 
ages and ages when you accidentally 
include errors some time in the future! 
(Hear, hear — Ed.). 
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GETTING 
ORGANISED 
ON THE QL 





David Drysdale lists a few ways of getting facts 
on file for day to day use. 


ocket organisers, despite their 

Yuppie image, are of tremen- 

dous help to busy people. 

There are two types to choose 
from — the electronic ones, such as those 
made by Psion, or the ‘Filofax’ type with 
paper pages. The QL works well with both 
of them. 

Put simply, the art of organisation Is 
centred on making lists — usually of 
things to do — and the QL is ideal for 
producing such lists and presenting them 
in an organiser compatible form. Then the 
QL can either export them to an electronic 
pocket organiser or produce a paper 
printout for placing in a loose-leaf binder. 

It is the loose-leaf type of personal 
organiser that is most widely used and itis 
worthwhile looking through the pages of 
some of them to see just where the QL 
can be of use. 

An ordinary diary usually forms the 
basis of an organiser system and this 
often has an appointments section with 
timetables for the day. This can list 
activities such as phone calls to make, 
people to see, letters to write or things to 
do. Year planners are available too. 

Because there is such a wide selection 
of organiser diaries, both from Filofax and 
their competitors, itis probably best to buy 
one if a paper-type organiser is being 
used. The more personal lists such as 
things to do, calls to make and letters to 
write could, of course, be produced on the 
QL and printed out but, unless one is 
using the QL every day, the old-fashioned 
pencil would be just as quick to use. 

Information pages, usually indexed, 
form the next largest block of organiser 
leaves and it is here that the QL comes 
into its own. These pages, particularly of 
addressed and telephone numbers, 
require constant updating and Archive's 
power to delete, alter, select, order and 
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print are most useful. Most QL users 
already have this kind of information 
stored in Archive and can save them- 
selves the laborious chose of writing it out 
In longhand on blank paper sheets. 

The most useful pages in my own loose 
leaf organiser are the telephone list. | did 
not have these Archive pages stored as a 
telephone directory because the phone 
numbers were listed on the pages of my 
computerised address book. However, a 
simple instruction to Archive to select 
names and telephone numbers from the 
address book and to print them out soon 
produced the list | needed. | then exported 
the list to Quil/ for easy page make up to fit 
the organiser. 

This method of printout gives me 36 
names and addresses on each page with 
the Quill printer drivers. Most lines could 
be inserted using a word processor such 
as Text®’ with variable line spacing. 

If it is aimed to pack in the maximum 
information on your organiser leaf the 
answer is to design a larger Quill page 
that can be reduced in size on a photo- 
copier. Bigger sheets of paper can also be 
inserted into a personal organiser by 
having them fanfolded into two or three 
sections and this way quite sizable 
spreadsheets from Abacus can be photo- 
reduced to fit allowing all kinds of tables, 
budgets, and other pages of financial 
information to be produced for the orga- 
niser. 

The other, and perhaps largest, categ- 
ory of organiser leaf is the most special- 
ised “printed form” designed for, say, 
keeping photographic records. Again it 
might be more economical to buy the 
ready printed version but one’s own 
needs may suggest a different approach. 
A photojournalist, for example, may need 
his subject's telephone number recorded 
but not find a space for this information on 





any read-made product and custom made 
forms and records could be the answer. 

lf it is aimed to pack in the maximum 
information on your organiser leaf the 
answer is to design a larger Quill page 
that can be reduced in size on a photo- 
copier. Bigger sheets of paper can also be 
inserted into a personal organiser by 
having them fanfolded into two or three 
sections and this way quite sizeable 
spreadsheets from Abacus can be photo- 
reduced to fit allowing all kinds of tables, 
budgets, and other pages of financial 
information to be produced for the orga- 
niser, 

The other, and perhaps largest, categ- 
ory of organiser leaf is the more special- 
ised “printed form” designed for, say, 
keeping photographic records. Again it 
might be more economical to buy the 
ready printed version but ones own 
needs may suggest a different approach. 
A photojournalist, for example, may need 
his subject's telephone number recorded 
but not find a space for this information on 
any ready-made product and custom 
made forms and records could be the 
answer. 

The actual printing out of the organiser 
sheets can be done one at a time using 
the easily obtainable perforated blanks or 
it can be done on plain paper which is 
performated afterwards with a six-hole 
organiser page punch. There is a plastic 
punch on the market which sells for less 
than £3. Sprocketed continuous fanfold 
stationery packs with ready punched 
pages of the exact size are also sold 
under the trade name of Daatafax. 

Single and double leaf continuous 
stationery packs can also be bought from 
Filofax, and a useful first step for anybody 
planning a personal organiser could be to 
buy a copy of their Filofax organiser 
catalogue. 

Catalogue 


This catalogue highlights a vast range 
of organiser leaves including their free- 
form Time Management system. This 
system has more than thirty different 
application leaves and a booklet contain- 
ing some of them and explaining the 
philosophy behind the system can be 
purchased from Filofax suppliers 

Another useful book for planners is the 
Complete Book of Household Lists by 
Nina Grunfeld which could probably be 
obtained from the public library. This book 
explains how almost everthing can be 
organised by making a simple list. 
Amongst the lists given are: organising a 
tool box, selling acar, howto save money, 
children's party games, spring cleaning, 
and — perhaps the most useful of all to 
some people — getting rid of a hangover! 

One piece or organiser software | 
looked into was Filerfacts by SD Microsy- 
stems. This was not designed for printing 
organiser leaves or exporting to electronic 
units but for those intending to use the QL 
itself as an electronic desk diary. 

The program was Archive-based but If 
the user asked for a spreadsheet-type 
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application the program would ask for the 
Abacus cartridge to be placed in the 
machine. The program included a desk 
diary, appointments list, budget planner, 
reference file and a main menu from 
which to select the applications. 

The reference file was a_ simple 
Archive-based card index with one-key 
instructions to (B)rowse, (F)ind, (I)nsert 
etc. but nothing in the package is likely to 
impress any sophisticated QL user. 

Iput this point to SD Microsystems who 
told me the program was not designed for 
high-level users but for the many new- 
comers to the QL who have great difficulty 
in understanding Archive and Abacus. 
The program has been designed as a 
useful applications pack which, at the 
same time, would help new users to find 
their way around the Archive and Abacus 
packages. 


Transfer 


At the moment people wishing to 
transter files from the QL directly to an 
electronic pockets organiser have only 
two units to choose from: The Psion 
Organiser and the Cambridge Computer 
288. 

The Z88 is not, strictly speaking, a 
pocket organiser as it is the size of an A4 
pad. It is less than an inch thick, however, 
weighs only a couple of pounds and fits 
snugly into a briefcase or an easily carried 









text87: £60 
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text& iy version 300 offers today's state- 


of-the-art user-friendly environment for document production. 
With integrated spelling-checker and extensive support for highest 
quality printing possible on daisywheel and 9-pin printers. 


fountext88 a. founted89, 


the graphic printer-driver and editor for text87 provide graphic 
founts without the limitations in text editing and document size 
imposed by QL desktop-publishing programs. More than 35 
quality founts of up to 72 pixels in height are supplied and new 
founts can be designed or captured from saved screen images. 


248 $ s the state-of-art text-mode printer drivers for selected 
Epson LQ, NEC P, Star LC and Panasonic KXP 24-pin printers 
offer advanced features such as multiple typefaces, proportional 
spacing, micro-justification, double height, shadow and outline 
modes (depending on the printer model). 


soft leather bag. 

To make transfers to and from the Z88 a 
special cable and software, costing £25 
from Sector Software, is needed. This will 
convert any files, including Archive, from 
the OL to the 288 ‘Pipedream’ system and 
back again. 

David Batty, of Sector Software, con- 
siders that the advantages of the full sized 
keyboard on the Z88 more than compen- 
sates for its larger size, particularly for 
people who want to input data away from 
home for transfer to the QL. 

The machine also has all the facilities of 
an electronic pocket organiser including a 
diary, calendar and clock and an alarm 
sysiem to give reminders of things to do. 

The ever popular Psion Organiser, 
which now comes in several versions, 
also needs a comms link system if it is to 
be used with the QL. This pack, the Psion 
Comms Link, costs £60 and can be 
obtained from TK Computerware. An 
ordinary serial printer lead can be used to 
connect the two units. By itself the link is 
not very user friendly as all the files would 
have to be transferred manually. 
However, the Qualsoft File Transfer prog- 
ram, obtainable from TF Services for 
£7.50, will solve this problem. Also, if a 
serial printer lead is not available TF 
services can supply one for £10. 

Tony Firshman, of TF Services, uses a 
Psion Organiser himself and finds no 


fountext88 plus founted89: £40 
special offer extended to IS July: £10 discount on orders: of £100 or more 


New Release 
typeset90-deskjet New text-mode 


printer drivers for Hewlett-Packard Deskjet and Deskjet plus 
support printer's internal founts plus the full range of Roman, 


Helvetica and Gothic plug-in cartridges. price: £20 


Software is available in English, French, German and Italian. 
Prices are inclusive of airmail. Payable by cheque, Postal Order 
or Eurocheque. Please specify language and disk system (all 31/ 
2" and 51/4" formats can be supplied). text87 requires at least 
256K memory expansion. 
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difficulty in transfer- 
ring any kind of data 
including Archive files. He 
admits that the Organiser’s 
small keyboard is not ideal for 
inputting larger quantities of data but, 
otherwise, the machine is in every sense 
a full-blown computer. 

Again, Tony finds that the information 
most worth transferring from the QL is the 
address book and telephone directory 

So there we have it, the Psion Orga- 
niser, the 288 or just good, old fashioned 
paper. Interestingly, more manufacturers 
are now bringing electronic organisers 
into the market, some with the facility to 
“dial” telephones directly by use of an 
inbuilt tonepad. Whether it is worth wait- 
ing to see whether any QL comms links 
and programs come on the market to 
support them is anybody's guess. 
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addq. 1 
cmp. | 

bhi.s 

moveq 

bra.s 


a 


moveq 
rts 


' 
I i | 
ae” ey Ee es, th 
1 


$116, a0 Fetch CA.GTSTR vector 
(a0) Fetch string parameter 
exit Exit unless it worked 
#1,d3 Check for ONE parameter 
bad param Moan if D3 was not 1 


O(al,a6.1),d0 

bad param Reject a null parameter 
d0,d5 Save length for later 
2{(al},abd Save offset of text 


#32. dv Case conversion mask 
#1,d2 Odd/even length mask 
dO, d2 i D2=1 if length is odd 
d7,2(al,a6.1) 

#1l,al Advance through text 
#1,d0- Count down length 
lock_case Convert all characters 
d2,al Skip odd filler byte? 
integer result slot, look up name 
al,ad Protect Al from MT.JINF 
#O,d2 Search entire task tree 
#0,d1 Look for SuperBASIC 
#2,d0 MT. JINF Trap key 

1 AO := pase of task 0,0 
a4,al Restore Al for later 
aQ, a2 A2 —> BASIC system vars 
24(a2), a0 AO -> Name Table Start 
28(a2),d0 DO —> Name Table End 
32(a2),d3 D3 -—> Name List Start | 
2{(a0,a2.1),a3 A3.L is offset in NL | 
d3,a3 (A3,A2.L) -> Name 


O(a3.,a2.1),d5 Compare length 
got length Length matches! 


#8, a0 Advance through NL 
a0Q,dQ0O Stop at the end 
next_name 

#—-7,d4 Signal NOT FOUND 
ret_d4 

#-15,d0 ERR.BP report code 


Return error code in DO} 


Msa'Z 








“CHAN? 


set bit 5 of parameter bytes _ 
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This month Simon 

- Goodwin p premieres ~ | 
four new functions for 
SuperBASIC | 
programmers even 108 | 
beginners. 





his column introduces a quartet | 
of SuperBASIC functions: 
NEWCHAN%.:, LOOKUP%, 


QuickBasic function, while UPPER$ and 
LOWERS are improvements upon Psion 
Archive. LOOKUP% is a QL-specific 
goodie with stacks of uses that | shall 
explain later. _ 

As usual, DIY Toolkit reveals how the 
functions are used, exactly how they 
work, and when they come in useful. This 


/ month's code commentary starts from 


first principles, so you may find it interest- 


| ing even if you are a beginner when it 


comes to QL machine code. 

All four functions have been carefully 
tested with interpreted and compiled 
SuperBASIC on QLs and Thor XVI. They | 


| require just 364 bytes of memory, any- 


where in ram or rom, and can be shared 


_ between any number of tasks. 


Newchan'o 


-NEWCHAN% is a function which tells 


programmers the next unused Super- 
BASIC channel number — in other words, 


| the next channel number to use. NEW- | 


CHAN% helps to keep programs clear 


| and reliable. SuperBasic channels are 
numbered from zero; normally at least 


three channels are open, numbered 0, 1 | 


| and 2, so PRINT NEWCHAN“% returns 3 


if no other channels are open, because | 


| #3 is the next unused channel number. 


BASIC allows numbers up to 32,767 


_ but in practice it is best to use the lowest 


values possible, as Basic allocates 40 — 
bytes for each possibility — so OPEN 


_ #802, ser would gobble up 800 * 40 = 


32000 bytes, most of it recording that | 
channels 3 to 801 are unused. If you call — 


| NEWCHAN®% instead and it returns 3, 


you save 31960 bytes. 








UPPER% and LOWER%. NEW- | 
1% is derived from a Microsoft | 








* Check the name to see if it matches the parameter Of course that's a contrived example, 


|x and you are more likely to find that 
fot length move. b 1({a3,a2.1),d4 NEWCHAN% saves you a few bytes, 
or.b d7,d4 Ensure consistent case | Whe helping to make your programs | 


: : ) | reliable. If your Basic is plastered with | 
rds pio este aati | literal references to small integers like #4, 












eee Sere pases Pete! roa #6 or #9 it's easy tomake asmall mistake 
es | and direct part of your data to the wrong | 
subq.w #2,d6 DBRA count the rest . davies | 
pat. ee shige y ie Ag Ho geet eee oe + The more complex your program, or the 
_ ented Shae wee Lance are wemporaries | more channels you use, the more likely it 
bY Sew Sh dq d4 C ged Aeawas f : is that you'll mis-type a value or USE the 
ae ry Rg reat aye ake emp re .4 | Wrong default (March 1988). These bugs 
Saree Fishin Py ee eae eer er can be hard to find, and sometimes hard 
addq. | Hl,ad otep through parameter | to fix 
ee pad eke Hits They're less likely if you call NEW- 
i svbern’ ai iki mismatch, @o on SAVANE > Wioniever So eee Onn © 
ane obese Chime _ ares aeheSay | ew channel, and store th It it 
found it sub] 24(a2),a0 AO :— AO — (BV.NLBAS) bi gellveb shee an iaebiiehl wane a 
move. | aQ,d4 7 c\ | 
ices ; o ? - } course you could dispense with NEW- 
tae - shed Me v4 := Name Offset DIV 8 | GHANS, and set the variable to a con- 
iF eeai is rev yA nti: ds | stant, but that increases the risk of | 
, re HOV iia r F mem i - 
1|}* NEWCHAN® scans the SuperBASIC channel table paket cate se or ebehcle 8 
* : 
to re-use a routine. | 
newchan moave #0,d4 Default) NEWCHAN% = 0 Re aAne: . especially useful in 
move. | 48(a6), a2 A2 := Chan table offset compiled programs, as high channel 
move. 1 52(a6),a3 © AS := Chan end offset numbers can crash tasks. SuperBasic 
| compilers allocate preset space for chan- 
jtry_chnum cmpa.l = a3, a2 End of table? nel details. Compiled programs cannot 
bec s got_chnum If so, D4 is ee dynamically expand that space, so its's 
St. OCad,a6.1) Un-used entry? | important to make the best possible use of 
bmi.s egot_chnum If so, D4 is NEWCHANS available channels. 
addq.w = #1,d4 Count one more in use You may hit problems in compiled tasks 
lea. 1 40(a2),a2 Advance to next channel! if you use more than the maximum 
bra.s try chnum Keep trying number of channels (often 16) at once. In 
\* practice most errors are caused by need- 
jg@ot chnum wmoveq #2,d1 Allow 2 bytes for result lessly over-sized channel numbers, like 
move.w S1iA, a2 Fetch BV. _CHRIX vector #100, used after #3. NEWCHAN% 
Jjsr (a2) Reserve space ensures that you use all the channels 
move. | $58(a6),a1 Get BV. RIP you're allowed, first. 
1 subq. ] #2,al Make room for an integer NEWCHAN% was suggested by Task- | 
|jret_d4 move.w d4,O(al,a6.1) force author Phil Spink, who reports that 
move. ] al,$58(a6) Save new BV.RIP Microsoft's QuickBASIC has a similar 
reb_int moved #3,d4 Indicate integer result | function. 
| move #0,d0 Indicate no error Case Study 
rts | 
l\x UPPER$ and LOWER$ work like their 
||* Most remaining code is shared by UPPER$ and LOWERS namesakes in Archive, but recognise 
* accented characters and work much 
lower moveg #0, d7 Set lower flag more quickly. They can be configured to 
|@etstr move.w $116,a0 Fetch CA.GTSTR vector work with -fhon-Roman alphabets, like 
: isr {aQ) Fetch string parameter Greek and Russian, as befits the polyling- 
bne.s exit Exit if error found ual QL. ot sag 
subq.w  #1,d3 Check for ONE parameter UPPERS takes a string and converts 
bne.s bad_param Complain unless D3 was 1) the small letters into capitals (known to | 
move.w O(al,a6.1),d0 DO := Text length | Printers as ‘upper case’). LOWERS does | 
beq.s ret_string Zero length is trivial the reverse, replacing capitals with cor- | 
subq.w #1,d0 Adjust length for DBRA responding ‘lower case’ | 
Re move.l al,a2 A2 is moving text ptr ._ UPPERS and LOWERS are very fast. 
7 tst.b d7 Check entry flag - is Mae 9. ee Pee ook phi 
| beq.s lower_set this UPPERS or LOWERS? equiv e ach 
4 lix Archive 2.38 with UPPER$ and LOWERS. 
By j/k Adsust GROUP 2 values for Greek & Russian ROMs, tc. | 0 8 °GG wih MG SuperBasic. Of 
— ly } Prey Ky UCKEFY /LCASES course, much of the time is taken up by 
- | ares interpretation. 
Jupper_set. moveg #97, de : 7 Start of lower Bias 1 interpretat es 
i “y  moveq #122,d3 743A End of lower Group 1 \ ee bye See are None 
RoE y 3e@U move.w #128,d4 ©) Start of lower Group 2 acc dig cer ; senda Nanediaty 
= i teva oe moe Nee P #5, ki 24 SEO ROE eS  e Psion's Dick Haran thenissend the idea 
a | * | 2 of writing an Archive compiler with Chas | 
3 al pee ae edie PENA 7s Peeot Oe bate eroup «2 Dillon; they concluded that it would be a | 
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. moveg 
wovey— 462 “|| move. w 
~ 295. -) move. w 
* 


|* D2 is Start of target group 1, 


#90,d3 | 
#160,a4 14 
#171,d5 1 Ab : 


End of CAPS Beua 1 
‘Start of CAPS Group 2 
End of CAPS Group 2 


D3 is End of Group 1. 


* In group 2, D4 is Start, D5 is End. D2 < D3 < D4 < D5 


* 
scanner 
‘convert 


#32,da7 
2 ( ad x 
d2,d6 
advance 
d3,d6 


moved 
move. b 
cmp. 
bes. 
cmp. 
bls. 
cmp. 
bes. 
cmp. 
bhi. 
eor. 
addq. | 
dbra 
moveg 
moveq 
rts 


d4,d6 
advance 
d5,d6 
advance 


try froupd 


b 
Ss 
b 
s 
b 
S 
b 
Ss 
b 


tweak case 
advance #1,a2 
#1,d4 
#0,d0 


ret _string 


#1,da7 
getstr 


moveq 
bra.s 


de. 
dc. 
dc. 
dc. 
dc. 
dc. 
dc. 
dc. 
dc. 
dc. 
dc. 
end 


0,0 
4 


upper—* 


lower-—* 


e<€0tzcvtrvtevrt ze 


O 


lot of work for very little return. 
The tests used strings of 100 charac- 
| ters. Archive cannot handle strings 
beyond 255 characters, while UPPER$ 
and LOWERS take up to 32K in their 
stride. 
Listing 3 is a simple demonstration of 
| UPPERS, LOWERS and NEWCHAN%:. 
The program displays a file, converting all 
text to upper or lower case. You choose 
the file name and press C for capitals or L 
for Lower Case. Use ram disk to see the 
true speed of UPPERS and LOWERS. 


Lookup% 


LOOKUP % has a myriad uses. You tell 
| ita name from a program, and it tells you 
what SuperBasic knows about that name. 
In fact it returns the index number of the 
supplied name in the SuperBasic Name 
Table, which is the key to the system. 
LOOKUP% takes one parameter — 
| either a string variable, a string express- 
| ion oraname in qu and looks it up 
in -SuperBasic’s internal tables. Super- 
| Basic uses names for variables, proce- 
| dures, functions, files, devices, loops and 
arrays. The Name Table keeps all these 
names distinct. 
LOOKUP % can tell you the DEF line for 
any name, or the type, be it a variable, 


28 


tweak case 


newchan-* 

8, >NEWCHANS’ | 
lookup-* 

7, 7 LOOKUPS’ 


6, ’UPPER$S’ 


Prepare conversion mask 


Ignore all codes < D2 


Tweak Group 1 code 
Try Group 2 
Ignore if code < D4 


Too high, no tweak needed 


d7,2(a2,a6.1) 


Advance through parameter 


dQ, convert 


String stacked at (A6,AlL) 
Set. UPPER CASE flag 


No procedures 
Four functions 


j 
| 


6, LOWERS’ | 





FOR or REPeat loop name, array, string, 
integer or decimal value. It can reveal the 
DEF line of PROCedures and FuNctions, 
and the code address for all Toolkit and 
rom commands. 

Tasks can LOOKUP% a name and find 
its Basic value. You can change values, if 
you re feeling brave, using LOOKUP% 
and BPOKE. You can even change the 
name, although it's hard to change the 
length without creating a new variable. All 
the required information is in past DIY 
Toolkit articles or Jan Jones’ SuperBasic 
Hanabook, reprinted by Quanta. 

LOOKUP% returns a whole number to 
indicate how it got on. You get -7 (the 
Qdos code for not found) if the name is not 
defined; otherwise the result is the index 
of the name in the Name Table. The first 
entry in the list (usually PRINT) has index 
zero. 

| wrote BASIC_INDEX%, a similar 
function, for Turbo Toolkit in 1986. 
LOOKUP% finds names faster, and 
ignores case; LOOKUP% (“SER”) is 
equivalent to LOOKUP % (“ser”). Super- 
Basic ignores case when comparing 
names, so it is important that LOOKUP % 
does the same. 

It is unwise for programs to assume that 
names will be in capitals. If you try to use a 


“i 


Toolkit command before it is loaded you 
get a ‘bad name’ error. If you load the 
toolkit code and try again, you find that the 


command works, but the name is SAVEd | 
and listed with the same capitalisation you 
used when it was rejected. This is 


because SuperBasic only stores names 
once, when it first encounters them. 


If you get names right first time, this | 


elegant feature makes it easy to spot 
typing mistakes later — but sometimes it 
gets out of control. Itis hard to change the 
case of a toolkit name once loaded, 
especially as LOAD and NEW do not 


affect resident procedures and functions. — 
Cosmetic problems crop up if you type | 
a Basic name the wrong way the first time | 


you enter it. You're stuck with the original 
mix of capitals and lower case every time 
the name appears. 

You could use DIY Toolkit's REPLACE 
command (June 1989), 
limitations; it won't work with procedure or 
function names, and requires you to 
choose a different name, not just one with 
a different mixture of capitals and lower 
case. 

You might SAVE the program, replace 
the first instance of the name in a text 
editor, and re-load. This is slow, but it 
works for all but resident names. 

Some programmers favour a combina- 
tion of SAVE and MEAGE. First SAVE, 
then type NEW. Now enter all the names 
back the way you want them, with a 
dummy line like this: 


1 NAME1=NAME2=NAMES3 etc. 


but that has | 


Just entering all the names in any good 


line will teach the new capitalisation to 
Basic. Now re-load your program, using 
MERGE instead of LOAD, so that the re- 
defined names persist. Finally, scrub the 
dummy line, unless your program had 
loaded over it. All corresponding names in 
the program will use the fixed capitalisa- 
tion. 


You can use the LOOKUP % to find out 


what Toolkits are loaded, or to check for | 


other resources which come with Toolkit 
commands. Look for FSERVE if you need 


a file server, SPEED if you need Speeds- | 


creen, and so on, BOOT programs can — 


check for common extensions like 


WCOPY and FLP USE before they try to | 


use them. 

Armed with BPEEK and BPOKE (DIY 
Toolkit December 1988) you can write a 
routine to change the case of a name in 
situ, in the Name List. BPEEK L (32) is the 
offset of the start of the Name List. 
Likewise BPEEK L (24) points at the 
Name Table, which holds eight bytes for 


each name. Bytes 3 and 4 are the offset of 


the Name in the Name List. 


This gives the address offset of the first | 


byte of the name “LOOKUP %” 
Name List: 


in the 


Offset =BPEEK_L(32) + 
BPEEK_W%(BPEEK__L(24) + 
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| LOOKUP% (LOOKUP%") *8+2) 


You can change the name with 
BPOKE, but should avoid characters that 


| would not normally be allowed, and 
remember that the first byte of the name is 


the length, and should be left alone. 


The code for the functions is listed in 


| two forms. Listing 2 is a quick way to 


enter the code without using an assemb- 
ler. It loads the equivalent machine code 
from DATA statements, and saves the 
code ina file. Once you've loaded that file, 
as follows, you can use UPPERS, 
LOWERS, NEWCHAN% and LOOKUP% 
in your own programs. 


base=RESPR (364) 
LBYTES “filename”, base 
CALL base: NEW 
The first part of Listing 2 is the 


| standard loader used in every month's 


| DIY Toolkit project. Only the DATA, from 
line 590 onwards, change from month to 


month. 

Listing lis the corresponding assem- 
bly code program, written and assembled 
using HiSoft's DevPac. Type this text into 
your own assembler if you want to 


| customise the code. 


If you are new to 68008 machine code, 


| the NEWCHAN% routine is a good place 


to start to learn. The code for NEW- 
CHAN% begins about half way through 
Listing 1, after the comment’ NEW- 
CHAN% scans the SuperBASIC channel 
table’. Comment lines are easy to spot 
because they start with asterisks. 

The first line of code starts ‘newchan’. 
Names in the first column of an assembler 
listing have much the same effect as line- 
numbers — they serve to identify the line, 
so that other part of the program can refer 
to it by a ‘label’. 

The next two columns of the same line 
indicate the machine code to be stored at 
the point. Column Two is the ‘opcode’, the 
instruction itself. Column Three holds the 
‘operand’ or ‘operands’ the registers or 
values used by the instruction. MOVEQ 
#O, D4 moves the value zero into register 
D4, a store inside the processor. 

MOVEQ is a quick version of the 
general-purpose MOVE _ instruction. 


| MOVE #0, DO is slower. In either case, 


the hash before the zero indicates that the 
instruction refers to the va/ue zero rather 
than the contents of address zero. MOVE 
O,DO copies the value at address zero 
into DO. 

The last column is reserved for com- 
ments. These are optional, like the label, 


| but help to make the program easier for 


humans to understand. Assembly code 


| may be written in CAPITALS, but | prefer 


lower case, because ascenders and 
descenders make it easier to tell letters 
apart. Digits in old books of mathematical 
tablets often have ascenders and descen- 
ders for just this reason. There must be at 
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100 
110 
120 
150 
160 
170 
160 
190 
200 
210 
220 
230 
240 
290 
300 
310 
320 
330 
340 
350 
360 
370 
380 
390 
400 
420 
430 
440 
450 
460 
470 
480 
490 
500 
520 
530 
560 
970 
580 
580 
606 
610 
620 
630 
640 
650 
660 
670 
680 
690 
700 
710 
720 
730 
740 
750 
760 
770 
780 
790 
800 
810 
820 
B30 
840 


REMark Sinclair QL World HEX LOADER v 3 
REMark by Marcus Jeffery & Simon N Goodwin 


CLS: RESTORE : READ space: start=ALCHP(space) 
PRINT “Loading Hex...” : HEX_LOAD start 
INPUT “Save to file...";f$ 

SBYTES £$, start, byte : STOP 


DEFine FuNction DECIMAL(x) 
RETurn CODE(h$(x))—48-7*(h$(x)>"9") 
END DEFine DECIMAL 
DEFine PROCedure HEX LOAD(start) 
byte = 0 : checksum = O 
REPeat load hex digits 
READ h$ 
IF h3="*" : EXIT load _hex digits 
IF LEN(h$) MOD 2 
PRINT"Odd number of hex digits in: “;h$ 
STOP 
END IF 
FOR b = 1 TO LEN(h$) STEP 2 
hb = DECIMAL( b) lb = DECIMAL(b+1) 
IF hb<O OR hb>1i5 OR 1b<0 OR 1b>15 
PRINT’ Tllegal hex digit in: “;h$ : 
END IF 
POKE start+byte, 16*hb+l1b 
checksum = checksum + 16*hb + lb 
byte — byte + 1 
END FOR b 
END EEPeat load hex digits 
READ check 
IF check <> checksum 
PRINT”’Checksum incorrect. Recheck data. ": STOP 
END IF 
PRINT"Checksum correct, data entered at: 
END DEFine HEX_LOAD 


» TOP 


"|; start 


REMark Space requirements for the machine code 
DATA 364 


REMark Machine code data 

DATA "43FA013834790000", "01104ED230790000" 
DATA “01164E9066545343", “664E3031E8006748" 
DATA “3SAOO4BE900027E20", “7401C4808F31E802" 
DATA “5289534066F6D3C2", “2849740072007002" 
DATA “4E41224C2448206A", “0018202A001C262A" 
DATA “00203670A802D7C3", “BA33A800670E50886 " 
DATA “BOB862EE78F96062", “70F14E751833A801" 
DATA “8807B835E80066E6", “3C0555466B16284D" 
DATA “1833A8028807528B", “528CB834E80056CE”" 
DATA “FFFO66CA91EAO0018", “2808EK68C602C7800" 
DATA "246E0030266K0034", “BSCB640E4A32E800" 
DATA “6B08524445EA0028", “60KE720234790000" 
DATA "“OLIA4E92226E0058", “55893384E8002D49" 
DATA “005878037 0004E75", "7E00307900000116" 
DATA “4E90666653436680", “3031E80067425340" 
DATA “24494A07670E7461", "767A383CO0803A3C" 
DATA “OO8B600C7441765A", “383SCOOAOSA3COOAB" 
DATA "7E201C32E802BC02", "6510BCO36308BC04" 
DATA “6508BCO56204BF32", “E802528A51C8SFFE4" | 
DATA "780170004E757E01", “GOAO000000000004" 
DATA “FF5E084E45574348", "414E2500FECO074C" 
DATA "4F4F4B555025FFEO", “0655505045522400" 
DATA “FF78064C4F574552", "24000000", * *’ , 30265 | 


least one space between columns, and no 
spaces in any label, opcode or operand, 
or the assembler may reject the line. 
some assemblers expect a semi-colon at 
the start of each comment, but that's a 
throwback to older languages, and should 
not be necessary on the 68008. 

The QL may have to re-locate Super- 
Basic as tasks and devices grab memory, 


so it keeps the current start address of | 
Basic in register A6. A6 changes whe- 


never Basic moves. Programs can still 


find all the information about SuperBasic, 
as long as they use the latest value of A6 
to find the data. The next line reads a 
value from Basic. Move. L indicates that a | 


four byte ‘long word’ value is to be read. 
The operand 48(A6), A2 means that the 












11G0 
110 windo*%—NEWCHANS 
130 CSIZE twindo%,1,0 : 
140 REPeat poll 




















/150 INPUT #windo%, “Enter file name to view - 
160 IF files="" EXIT poll 
170 fi1leX%—NEWCHANA 
180 OPEN_IN #file%, files 
190 INPUT #windo%, “CAPS or lower case (C/L): 
|} | 200 IF caseS="" NEXT poll 
210 REPeat lines 
220 IF EOF(#file%) : EXIT lines 
230 INPUT #file%, lines 
240 IF case$(1)=="c" 
250 PRINT #windo%, UPPER$( lines) 
|260 ELSE 
270 PRINT #windo%, LOWERS( Line?) 
280 END IF 
290 END REPeat lines 
300 CLOSE #file% 






310 END REPeat poll 


320 CLOSE #windo% : STOP 


| value at the address 48 bytes on from the 


address in register A6 must be copied into 
register A2. 

SuperBasic storage starts with a table 
of address offsets, as | have noted in past 
articles. These offsets are used to find 
other tables. The system stores offsets in 


| the SuperBasic area, rather than addres- 


ses, so it does not have to update them 
whenever Basic moves. Each value is a 
long word; 48(A6) gives the offset which 
indicates the address of the Channel 
Table. 

The third line reads the address of the 
end of the table from the next long word, at 
offset 52. This ends up in register A3, so 
that table is between offset A2 and offset 
A3, NEWCHAN% works by scanning this 
table, looking for an unused entry. 

The label TRY__CHNUM marks the 
start of a loop that tests each channel 


| entry in turn. First we compare the values 


in A3 and A2 in case the Channel Table is 
empty. The opcode CMPA.L compares 
two address registers. Good assemblers 


| accept CMP.L, seeing that the operands 


are address registers. 

The CMP instruction does not affect the 
operands, but leaves its result in ‘flags’ 
accessible to later instructions. If A2 is 
less than A3 the ‘carry flag’ is ‘set’ inside 
the processor. 

The next line reads this flag. BCC 
stands for Branch if Carry Clear the 
computer will ‘branch’ to a labelled line if 
the condition is true. *.S’ indicates that this 
is a ‘Short Branch’ to an instruction no 
more than 128 bytes away. 

Long branch instructions use twice as 
many bytes of memory but can jump to 
32K. Some assemblers guess if you do 
not specify a branch size; others assume 
aos 

lf we have reached the end of the table 
the flag is clear and execution continues 


at label GOT__CHNUM, Othrwise we 
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DIM file$(42), line$(64), case$(1) 


120 OPEN #windod’, con_512x256a0x0 
INK #windo%,7 : 










CLS #windo*’% 


“; files 


“Jcases 






examine the start of the Table entry. TST. 
B O(A2, A6.L) indicates that we want to 


| Test the first Byte (offset 0) in the Channel 


Table (A2) of BASIC (A6). The .L is a 


' precaution explained in my September 


1988 column. 

The next line tests to see if that byte 
was negative — a sure sign of an un-used 
channel! entry. BMI stands for ‘Branch if 
Minus’. Igf so, we've found an entry and 
continue at GOT_-CHNUM. Otherwise 
we add one to the count in D4 (ADDO.W 
#1, D4) and advance to the next channel. 


Each channel entry uses 40 bytes. 
LEA.L 40 (A2), A2 loads the ‘effective 
address’ 40 bytes beyond A2, into A2. 
This is the equivalent of ADD #40, A2 but 
the LEA instruction is faster. The last part 
of the loop is an unconditional Short 
BRAnch back to TRY__CHNU\M, to test 
the next entry. 

lf we reach GOT__CHNUM we know 
that D4 contains the number of the first 
un-used entry, or we have checked all the 
entires and there is none free; either way, 
D4 holds the lowest unused channel 
number. 

The second half of NEWCHAN% 
returns the value in D4 to SuperBasic. 
The code to do thisisinthe rom, so there's 
little point duplicating it. Instead we use 
the routine Sinclair call BV. CHRIX, which 
reserves space for a result. An integer 
needs two bytes, so we indicate the 
amount of room required by moving two 
into register D1. 

The address of routines like BV. CHRIX 
may vary between rom versions, so 
Sinclair put a table of useful addresses 
are known as ‘vectors’, because they tell 
you where to go, rather like navigational 
vectors. 

MOVE.W $11A,A2 reads the value at 
address 282 into register A2. The dollar 
sign before 11A indicates that it is a 
number written in base 16, or hexadeci- 
mal. You could just as well write MOVE. W 
282,A2, but | put $11A as most QL books 
follow Sinclair's lead and list vector 
addresses in hex. Don't let it faze you. 

Once A2 contains the address of the 


BV. CHRIX routine. JSR (A2) indicates 


that the address is in register A2. JSR | 


works like GOSUB in Basic; if all goes 
well, execution continues on the next line 
once the subroutine has done its stuff. 
BV.CHRIX allocates space in another 
Basic area, the RI stack. Rl stands for 


Real and Integer — two types of number. | 


Anyhow, we find that area by looking at 
$58(A6), and copy its offset into A1. We 
subtract two from Ai, to make room for 
the result,and copy the word in D4 into the 


space addressed by Ai and A6, before | 


saving the new stack pointer. 

The last three lines load DO with zero, 
indicating no error, and D4 with 3, to 
signify an integer result, before returning 
to the main program with RTS. 


Lower and Upper 


| must explain LOWERS and UPPERS 
in less detail, or | shall run out of room! 
Much the same code is used for each 
function; the only differences are the 
character codes that get change. 


LOWERS starts with zero in D7, while | 


UPPERS loads one; they then share code 
to fetch a single string parameter. 

If the string length is zero there's no 
need for scanning. Otherwise we must 
look through the whole string, checking 
the code of each character and converting 
it if need be. DO is used as the character 


count, while A2 holds the offset of the next | 


character. 


Four data registers indicate which 


codes need to be changed. D2 and D3 
hold the start and end of the first range of 
un-accented characters, while D4 and D5 
record the second range. The values vary 
depending on whether we're looking for 
CAPITALS or lower case. They also 


depend on the nationality of your QL or | 


Thor roms. 

Most QLs have lower-case accents in 
codes 128 to 139, and equivalent capitals 
at 160-171. This is true for “AH”, "JM", 


"JS" and most "MG" roms. However | 


languages like Greek and Russian need | 


lots of extra characters. The Greek alpha- 
bet uses codes from 128 to 151 for 
capitals, and codes 160-183 for 24 cor- 
responding lower-case letters. | often use 
a Greek rom as it was perhaps the best 
produced by Sinclair. 

The Thor XVI contains twelve different 
language settings, including 64 letters 


aimed at the Soviet market. The Thor | 


assigns codes 128-159 to Cyrillic capitals, 
and 160-191 to lower case. UPPERS and 
LOWERS can be tweaked to work per- 
fectly anywhere in the world. Just patch 
the codes in UPPER SET and LOWER 
SET to match your own characters. 

You are allowed two sets up to 32 
characters, with a constant difference of 
32 between the codes for each case. The 
difference of 32 is necessary because the 


functions convert case by changing the | ° 


value of bit 5 in each byte, as in Multibasic. 


The first group specified must have codes © 


lower than the second group. 
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The core of UPPERS and LOWERS is 
the routine labelled SCANNER. This 
zooms through the string testing each 
byte to see if it falls into one of the two 
groups, and changing it if need be. 

The loop is written to minimise the 
number of tests on each character. 
UPPERS lets through most capitals and 
punctuation with just five instructions for 
each character. UPPERS and LOWERS 
identify and convert each un-accented 
letter in just eight instructions. 

The fearsome EOR.B D7, 2(A2,A6.L) 
toggles the case of the letter from capitals 
to lower case, or vice versa by inverting bit 
5; this works for Russian, Greek, Amer- 
ican and European accents. The program 
leaves the value on the stack, where it can 
easily be returned to Basic. 

The table labelled DEFINE indicates 
the names and addresses of the com- 
mands. The names are at the end to make 
| It easier to alter them, possibly changing 
| the length of the file. 
| Back atthe top of the listing, the START 
| routine points A1 at the table, and calls 
BP.INIT, the rom vector that adds new 
functions to SuperBASIC. This routine is 
as the start so it’s easy to find after loading 
| the code. It is not used later. 

LOOKUP% starts by fetching a string 
parameter onto the Maths Stack, addres- 
sed by O(A1,A6.L). Name parameters 







MIRACLE SYSTEMS PRODUCTS 


OK Disc Interface (inc Toolkit Il) . 


QL HARDWARE 


Over 118 Commands:— Full Screen Editor, Key Define Print 
Using, Last Line Recall, Altkey, Job Control, File Handling, 
Default Directories, Extended Network, 
16k Eprom Cartridge Version ..., ee 
Configurable Version on Microdrive . _ 


.. @E 34.15d 





we.. GE 99.8?b 
OL Centronies Printer |rterfae cc. cc..ccsccscecceeesees sce 
OLExpanderam 512K Thruard .....c.csccccccceeeecccsssserees 


must be in quotes, or you get an ‘error in 
expression’ report. After CA.GTSTR has 
finished the word at the top of the stack is 
the length of the string, followed by the 
characters. 

Next, LOOKUP% sets bit 5 in every 
character of the parameter — this 
ensures consistent case later, when com- 
paring the parameter with stored names. 
We began by pointing A1 past the string 
length, with an offset of 2, so once we 
have corrected for the ‘odd’ byte at the 
end of some strings A11 is the offset of the 
two byte space on the stack where the 
integer result will go. 


We save A1 while looking for the base 


address of SuperBasic; we can't just use 
A6 as LOOKUP% may be used in a 
compiled task with no Name Table of its 
own. MT.JINF returns the address of task 
[0,0] in AO; we copy it to A2, and set 
registers to point to the Name Table and 
Name List. Fast code uses registers as 
much as possible. This is where human 
programmers excel over compilers, and 
values in registers can be accessed much 
faster than memory. 

The second word in each eight byte 
Name Table entry is the offset of the name 
text in the Name List. LOOKUP% adds 
D3, the offset of the start of the List, to find 
the length of the name. If the length is 
wrong the loop advances immediately to 


TONY TEBBY SOFTWARE (QJUMP) 


OLFP (Micro/P disk interface IIOP Ra ..@E 14.95 

OMON Il... We Seis fe£ 23.000 OPAC Il . 
ere OTYP Type/Spell Checker... tee iE 29.080 OPAC Il Main menu windows adjust 
WE 24.150 OPAC 1-Desk top accessories, " palendes. alarm, calculator, automatically to size. Files, directory, 





typewriter, digital clock Sysmon... 


(af 28.75d LOCKSMITHE copies M/DRIVE— MI/DRIVE ........... 
@€ 99.93 4AMATTER + LOCKSMITH copies M/DRIVE— DISC 





ZITASOFT SOFTWARE by Steve Jones 





jobs. Fully multitasking, allows 
.f@£ 14.95¢ Many programs to run at once 
WE 23.00c Requires min of 256k expanded 


The above programs are not for use in the UK. 


the next name till all have been checked. If 
no match is found LOOKUP% returns the | 
error code - 

We only reach GOT LENGTH if the 
length was right. We want to exclude mis- 
matches as quickly as possible, so we 
read the first byte of the name and OR it 
with D7 so its case matches the para- 
meter bytes. If the comparison fails we 
step straight on to the next name. 

The final test loop is similar to the one 
used in MultiBasic, and not especially 
fast, butit is only used in rare cases where 
the length and the first letter match the 
parameter, so LOOKUP%é is fast overall. 
It compares about 3600 names a second 
on my QL. 

LOOKUP% is quite unlike BASIC 
INDEX%, which starts by scanning the 
Name List and only looks up the name in 
the Name Table if it finds a plausible 
offset. BASIC INDEX%, is quickest if the 
name is not in the List, but LOOKUP %é is 
faster if the name is found, despite the 
need for case conversions. 


| have received dozens of letters in 
response to my plea for new Toolkit ideas: 
thanks to everyone who sent in sugges- 
tions. DIY Toolkit will be back next month, 
with nifty code, advice and exciting news. 
Don't miss it! 
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view, print, delete, backup, jobs, 
pick, Rjob, sort, channels, things, 
éxec, Wake, buttons, Hotkey, Hot- 























Single 3.5" Disc Drive & (Own ae Titecanpieniiraten 
Dual 3.5" Disc Drive & (Own PSU) . 
3.5" DS/DD Discs—10 off.. 2 
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PRINTERS 


STAR LC TO MONG oscsicscaovoresssasssacrecessssancutssversecrissies-s.c @EVPR408 
SCS PO CONGUE si ascsicivticiiedercigsic eee wun (wE224.275a 


CITIZEN SWIFT 24-pin EA ONE cicascetiemeal Goo te 1d sun kee, (@£356.50a 
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2488 PAINTER DRIVER, .......0:..02002c02eh:eccereaeaeneeeaners on iE 15.00c¢ 
Upgrade to Text 87 V.3.00. Return old copy together 
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MONITORS (Price including lead) 


Philips BM7522 Arniber Hi-Res ...cccccicss..e.. ; 
Philips CM8833 Colour Med-Res .........cccccccccccccccscous- 





» fee S77 5a 


i £253.00a 


Philips AV7300 TV/tuner for above ....... cece. OE BS-00b 
Philips BM7502 Green Hi-Res ........0.0.., LS7.76a 
HOW TO ORDER: ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 





By Post. Enclose your Chaque/PO made payable to CARE Electronics, 
Or use ACCESEVWISA, Allow 7 days for delivery 
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SIDEWINDER — High resolution printer driver prints full 
screens or parts of screens from postage stamp size to large 
banners. Prints sideways, invert, scale, mirror, text insertion... 
@£ 19.95c 

SIDEWINDER PLUS — (for expanded OL's) includes all the 
features of above, PLUS multiple label printing, desktop 
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Print your own T-shirt Design. Just print on paper and iron onto 
your Tshirt. 
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Star LC10 NX1000, Black .. win (PE 11.606 
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| PAINTER : 
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Paul Walton 
goes back to 
basics on 
printing screen 
dumps with dot 
matrix printers. 





ost modern dot matrix prin- 
ters offer a wide range of 
print options from a variety of 
fonts to dot graphics. Unfor- 
tunately many people are unable to 
exploit these facilities because they can- 
not make sense of the printer manual — 





which is not always the reader's fault. 


| Often the description in the manual is full 


of jargon that assumes a considerable 
prior knowledge. One technique that 
frustrates many people is how to use the 
dot graphics mode of their printer to 
perform screen dumps, so below, in 
simple terms and with as little jargon as 


possible, is an introduction to screen 


dumps. 

For printing characters, most dot matrix 
printers are EPSON or IBM-compatible; 
better still, for those printers capable of it, 
there is also much commonality when 
printing dot graphics. Perhaps the biggest 
difference is whether you change to dot 
graphics mode by flicking a switch inside 
the printer or by sending a command from 
the QL. This description is based upon the 
Citizen 120-D which is of the latter type. It 
is typical of most modern dot matrix 


| printers and owners of Brothers, Epsons 


or Stars should find it equally applicable. 

Firstly, you need to understand alittle of 
how a dot matrix printer works. It typically 
has a print head containing a column of 9 
or more pins that are pushed forward 
under the control of the logic in the printer 
to impact the ribbon on to the paper. The 
head is stepped across the paper and the 
pins strike as it moves thus creating 
characters as patterns of dots — see 
figure 1. 

To operate a printer, the QL sends it 
ASCII codes. If ASCII codes are new to 
you, they are numerical codes that prin- 
ters use in a look-up table manner —send 
a 75 to the printer and it responds by 


| printing the letter “K". The code is sent to 
| the printer down your printer cable and 
| can be any number from 0 to 255. The first 
| 128 codes are more or less universally 
agreed, but the second 128 vary and itis 
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pin 4 only 


Figure 1. How the print head moves. 
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Figure 2 


Figure 3 


Figure 2: The pin binary codes; Figure 3: To fire pins 1,2,7 and 8 the 


total code is 195. 


here where EPSON and IBM printers 
differ. 

When printing characters, the printer 
only needs to be told the ASCII code of the 
required character and it works out which 
pins to fire off over the next series of steps 
to create that character's shape. How far 
the printer moves in each step and how 
many steps make a character can vary 
from one printer to another, but there are 
typically 6 steps with spacing of 1/60 inch 
to give 10 characters per inch. 

So how are we going to send numbers 
to the printer that will do screen dumps 





that may consist not only of characters, 
but lines and shapes etc. Clearly we need 
a lot more “codes”. Well this is not 
practical so an ingenious solution is 
provided by most dot matrix printers. This 
uses the fact that the code 27 — usually 
called ESCAPE or ESC for short — does 
not print a character, instead it is seen by 
the logic in the printer as meaning that a 
special sequence of non standard codes 
is on the way. . 
For example, on the 120-D, the sequ- 
ence of codes 27 75 44 1 means “get 
ready to receive 300 special codes” — the 


Sinclair/QL World September 1990 


300 comes from combining the 44 and the 
1 as 44+(256"1). The 75 tells it what the 
horizontal spacing is to be. 

Notice that without the 27, the printer 
would treat the 75 as an ordinary ASCII 
code and print the character “K". There 
are a variety of these special sequences, 
but they have one thing in common — you 
must get them exactly right for them to 
work — any error and the printer will ignore 
them or treat them as ordinary ASCII 
codes. 


Your printer manual may well describe 
the above sequence as: 


CHR$(27) “K" CHRS$(44) CHRS(1) 


One way to send this sequence to the 
printer is to open a channel to the serial 
port and print to that channel: 


10 OPEN #5, ser1 
20 PRINT #5, CHRS$(27); “K"; CHRS(44): 
CHRS(1): 


Notice the use of the semicolons to 
ensure that no extra spaces are sent as 
this would change the sequence — the 
printer has to receive the 4 codes with 
nothing in between. Also notice that 
sending the code 27 as CHR$(27) results 
in sending a single 8-bit value of 27 to the 
printer — it would not work if you used — 
PRINT #5, 27 —this would send the ASCII 
code for 2 followed by the code for 7. This 
is an important point that accounts for 
much of the difficulty people have in 
making the printer do what they want. 

It does not have to be 300 hundred 
codes — so your manual may generalise 
by expressing the sequence as: 


CHR$(27) “K” CHRS(n1) CHRS(2) 


In this case the number of special 
codes that are to follow will be determined 
by the value of ni + (256 * n2). 

Before looking at some other sequ- 
ences, let us see what happens to the 300 
— or whatever — special codes when they 
are received. | said earlier that the print 
head is a column of pins. Upon receiving a 
single ordinary ASCII code, the printer will 
automatically print 6 or more columns to 
form the whole character, However, with 
the special codes, it only prints one 
column per code — thus you have com- 
plete control over the patterns created. A 
less desirable side effect of this is that it 
also slows the printing down sixfold! 

Typically a 9 pin head will only use the 
top 8 pins when printing special codes. 
Remember | said the printer is sent the 
codes as numbers from 0 to 255 — well 
these are 8-bit binary numbers. So, for the 
special codes, each ‘bit’ in the number of 
the code fires one of the 8 top pins. If ‘bits’ 
and ‘binary’ are baffling, look at figure 2. 
The numbers show what is required in the 
code to fire that pin. To fire several pins in 
one column, add up the numbers for each 
and send that as the special code. Thus to 


fire the top 2 and bottom 2 pins, you send 
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9000 DEFINE PROCEDURE dump 

9010 LOCal first_row, last row, rows 
9020 LOCal first_col, last_col, col count 
9030 LOCal base, addr, ni, n2, i, ; 


first_row = 0: Jast_row = 255 
first_col = 0: last_col = Si1 
OPEW 05, serl 


PRINT 05, CHR#(27); CHRS(65); CHRS(B); 
base = 191072 4 first_row#O0 + first_col 
rows = last_row - first _row + | 

nl = (2 * rows) MOD 256 

n2 = (2 # rows) DIV 256 


eol_ count = ((last_col - first col) DIV 4) 
FOR i = 0 TO col_cownt STEP 2 
addr = base + i + 128 © rows 
PRINT 05, CHRS(27); CHRS(42). CHRS(5); 
PRINT #5, CHR$ini); CHR4(n2); 
FOR j = rows TO ! STEP -1 
addr = addr - 128 
PRINT 05, CHR$(255 - PEEK(addr)); 
PRINT #5, CHR9(255 - PEEK(addr+1)); 
END FOR j 
PRINT #5 
END FOR i 
9270 : 
9260 CLOSE #5 
9290 END DEFINE dump 





the special code 195 as shown in figure 3. 
So what can these special sequences 

do for us? Here are a few examples of the 

sort of effects they produce: 

27 4 :Selects italic characters. 

27 5 :Cancels italic characters. 

27 2 :Selects 1/6 inch line spacing. 

27 65 10 :Selects 10/72 inch line 

spacing. 

27 76 40 1 :Prints the next 40+256"1 

codes ati20 dots per inch. 


In the above sequences all codes should 
be sent as — chr$(code); — and in the last 
example, after the 296 codes have been 
printed, the printer reverts to normal 
ASCII. 

At last we are ready to write a screen 
dump program using the special sequ- 
ences — by the way they are called 
“escape sequences” because they start 
with the ESCAPE code, 27. 


Escape 


Todo a screen dump we must make the 
printer fill the paper both horizontally and 
vertically with the same pattern of dots 
that exist on the screen itself. This means 
that we need to send escape sequences 
that not only tell it to receive special 
codes, but also to feed the paper by just 
the right amount at the end of each line so 
as to leave no gaps between one row and 
the next. 

The escape sequences required for the 
120-D, and many other dot-matrix prin- 
ters, are: 


27 65 8: selects line spacing of 8-72 inch 
which corresponds to the height of the 8 
pins. 

27 42 4 0 2: selects 80 dots per inch 


horizontal spacing and also warns the 


printer that 512 special codes follow. 
One problem is that if we take two bytes 
from the screen area of the QL memory, 
they represent — depending on which 
mode we are in — four or eight horizontal 
dots of various colours. If these two bytes 
are sent to the printer, the printer will print 
two adjacent vertical columns of dots. 
This 90 degree mis-match is overcome by 
dumping the display as if your TV or 
monitor screen was standing on its side. 
This is the reason for the rather strange 
loops in the program. They make the 
procedure send the left hand column of 


the screen, from bottom to top, as the first | 


row on the paper, the second column as 
the second row etc. 


Colour 


Each colour on the QL screen has a 
“numerical” value and this is sent to the 
printer where it will fire the appropriate 
pins. Every time the same colour is sent, 
the same pins fire and so the pattern on 
the screen is duplicated at the printers — 
unfortunately, dark screen colours tend to 
produce light areas on the paper. The use 
of (255 — PEEK(addr)) 6 in line 10190 
improves the correspondence between 
screen and paper. 


The dump is written in the form of a 


procedure than can be called from a 
SUPERBASIC program whenever you 
want to dump the screen. The variables 
first_row, last_row, first__col and last- 
__col determine the area of the screen to 
be dumped and refer to the pixel coordin- 
ate system of 512 x 256. The values 
shown dump the entire screen. The 
process !s not fast —in fact it will be at least 
six times slower than normal printing 
which is mostly a function of the printer 
and not the program. 


Distortion 


If you use the procedure for dumping 
regular shapes, such as circles, you will 
notice one remaining problem — they do 
not come out circular. The amount of 


distortion is determined by the ratio. 


between the amount we line feed the 
paper and the number of dots per inch that 


we print. Unfortunately, the line feed has | 
to match the vertical extent of the print. 


head while the choice of “dots per inch” 
on most printers is limited to about eight 
Values. 

One way around the problem is to 
choose the dots per inch so that you need 
less than the normal line feed amount to 


obtain an undistorted picture. On the 120- | 


D, the line feed spacing can be varied to 
within 1/216 inch. You then work out how 
often you should advance by less than the 
normal amount and on these occasions 
you only fire seven of the eight pins — or 
you accept some overprinting of the 


previous row. As they say in the best | 


books — and this is left as an exercise to 
the reader — happy dumping. 
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Itis a pity that the C5 ‘bicycle’ became an 
object of derision in the UK, because that 
automatically blackened Sinclair's name 
too. To my mind, we may all find ourselves 
using some descendent of the C5 in the 
not-to distant future, as car travel 
becomes impossible (particularly in the 
south-east of England). 

In the meantime, an example of the 
knock-on effect of the C5 saga was 
evident at this year’s “Which Computer?” 
show. | came across a stand which had on 
display a “wafer-scale disk drive” and, on 
enquiry, found that it was indeed from 
Anamartic, one of Sinclair's latest busi- 
ness ventures. The drive had a capacity of 
40MB (although up to 160MB is said to be 
available) and it was stated to be fully 
operational, and available now. The price 
was horrendous — £7 ,000-odd — and the 
unit was even 
larger than the 
Miracle hard disk 
unit (also 40MB), 
but the big thing 
is that the tech- 
nology seems 
now to have 
reached produc- 
tion. 

The wafers are made by Fujitsu, which is 
not a company to be ignored (number two 
in the world computer stakes?), and they 
also have a financial stake in Anamartic. 
The striking comment from the man on the 
stand was that they were not mentioning 
the name Sinclair at all in connection with 
the drive, because of the aura created 
around the name by the C5. 

In case water-scale integration means 
nothing to you, it's worth commenting on 
it, because it looks very possible that it will 
be the way storage will be produced in the 
near future. After quite a few years of 
integrated circuit chip production, the 
yield from the manufacturing process is 
still poor. That is, chips are made in quite 
large blocks — wafers — and only a 
percentage (said to be 30-60%) of the 
chips on a wafer are good ones. 

The wafers are cut up to produce 
individual chips, and there are second- 
grade and maybe lower ones, apart from 
the good ones. For example, the good 
ones may work at a 33MHz clock rates, 
but others which can't manage that can 
still be sold as 25MHZ or 20MHZ devices. 
Even so, alotof chips are scrap. The merit 
of Sinclair's device is that the whole wafer 
is used. Each ic on the wafer has a 
program logic device placed next to it, and 
these look at the wafer and identify good 
and bad circuits on it, then manage input/ 
output so that the paths of data within the 
wafer use only good circuits. 

The data path is a spiral, which is not 
unlike that on a disk. It starts from the 
outer edge and works into the middle. To 
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keep track of the configuration (the good 
and bad area) of each wafer, there is an 
external memory area, which is like a 
battery-backed clock in that it doesn't lose 
what is in the memory when the unit is 
switched off. 

There is no bother cutting up the 
wafers, and then putting each chip into its 
own case. The process is dynamic, in that 
failures of chips in service are handled by 
the software. Presumably the drive goes 
on working more-or-less “down to the last 
chip’. This is comparable with the pro- 
cess of marking bad blocks on hard disks, 
to prevent software trying to use them and 
creating errors, but that has to be done 
manually when formatting disks, or main- 
taining them afterwards. The other big 
point is that the wafer storage |s similar to 
ram memory, being constructed with 
integrated —Cir- 
cuits of a similar 
nature, and 
access is very 
much faster than 
on mechanical 
devices such as 
hard disks. 
Expect wafer 
devices to gfa- 
dually replace hard disks over the next 
few years. That august establishment, the 
Pentagon, is quoted as classifying wafer- 
scale integration as “one of six critical 
technologies for the 1990s.” 

Here are a few more of the claimed 
advantages of this new technology. More 
of the chips on a wafer can be used (less 
are “thrown away’ because the perform- 
ance standard required of them is lower). 
Most of the wires and soldered joints 


Bryan Davies meets 
a distant cousin of 
the QL at the fair. 


needed in conventional drives have been 
done away with. As the chips are not 
packaged (in plastic) there is little heat- 
dissipation problem, and fewer “soft 
errors” (ones which appear now-anda- 
then) occur. 50% more information can 
be stored in a given physical volume. This 
latter point sounds sensible, until you see 
the size of the unit that was on display; it 
struck me as being remarkably large for 
the capacity. 

The current Fijitsu wafers use standard 
cmos 1 MB dram chip technology (as on 
the latest Trump Card) and have a 
capacity of 20 MB. Without doubt, 4- or 
even 8- or 16 MB chip versions will be 
available before too long. One of the 
reasons for this is that the manufacturers 
do not have to wait until the yield is high 
enough for it to be worthwhile selling 
packaged chips. New chip designs will get 
used on wafers before they appear in 
discrete chips. The speed advantage over 
typical conventional drives is of the order 
of 100 times. That is, around 0.02ms 
access time instead of 20ms (which is still 
faster than hard disks in most home Pcs). 

You might well ask whether there is any 
reason for the technology not to be 
applied to ram, eprom etc. Apparently not, 
and it is predicted that entire computer 
systems will be based upon wafer-scale 
integration, using Anamartic’s technol- 
ogy. Those who are a bit long in the tooth 
may remember mention of wafer-scale in 
connection with the QL. It doesn't look as 
though we will get the benefit of it now, but 
it's nice to see the suggestion was not 
simply hot air. 
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The new Portfolio from Atari is the world’s first pocket- 
sized electronic organiser that is also a powerful PC 
compatible computer, with a full QWERTY keyboard 
and scrolling 80x25 character display. 


Portfolio includes everything you would expect fram an 
electronic organiser - an address and telephone book, 
time manager, diary and sophisticated calculator. 


Portfolio also includes several functions that you would 
not expect - a spreadsheet for your personal budget 
and expense records, as well as a text processor for 
typing memos and /etters. 


And, because Atari's Portfolio is PC compatible, it can 
communicate with your desktop PC at home, or in the 
office. You can transfer files from one to the other, to 
enable you to update your reports and figures with the 
Portfolio while you are on the move. 


"BUILT-IN APPLICATIONS | 
TO GET YOU ORGANISED: 


To get you started, Portfollo comes with a suite | power and root calculations, all with multi | includes word Wrap, line and column count, 
of five useful functions built-in, all accessible | display formats and memories. string séarch, in fact most of the functions you 


from a simple menu display ADDRESS BOOK & DIALLER would find in a word processor. It handles 

TIME MANAGER Portfolio has a complete address book facility aodove Bnd oe lone call Lapel 

More than just an electronic diary, the Portfolio | thal allows you to slore hundreds of addresses races ei PC iii masa in 

Time Manager enables you to plan your ap- | and phone numbers. And, atthe touch ofabut- | 27 YOur Geskiop PL. 

| POINIMEeNs Via a comprehensive calendar and | ton, you Can retrieve any one of them, or search —T 

diary. Il can even be programmed to sound an | for a specific grouping, such as ‘‘all Italian SPREADSHEET 

| audible alarm at specific times to remind you | restaurants’. And, when you are ready tobook | |“. ~~ “* Ries i ne 

of important appointments your fable, hold your Portfolio to your telephone 12-3 igi palipie spreadsnect Built-in It has 

127 columns x 225 rows and readsiwrites Lotus 

mouthpiece and use jts special buill-in tone Ve ein = #5 5 

al - io q rij a - A a c i : uit 2 aE j J 

CALCULATOR dialler to dial the number for you V1.0 and V2.01 files right daa hee! transter data 

Your Portfolio will be invaluable in the office or x to and irom Lotus 1-2-3 on your desktop PC 

al home as a powerful pocket calculator It has TEXT PROCESSOR _ | The Portiolio’s 256K ROM includes MS-DOS 

a full range of functions, including factorial, The Portfolio's built-in taxt processor program | and PC BIOS compatible syétems software 

‘| ¥ 


Intel BOCES al 4.5752Mhz. 
Compatible with MS-DOS 2.11. 
i ' 256K containing BIOS, operating system 
and applications suite 
T26R with an internal RAM disk, configurable from | 
8K. Externally expandable to 40K RAM. 







63 keys, OWERTY, IBM PC BIOS compatible. 

Buried numeric pad and function keys. Optional key click 

Extended IBM ASCII (255 characters) 

5 credit card sized memory cards (92K oF 
B4kK or 128K RAM}. 

Graphics LCD, supertwist technology, MDA com 
patible, 40 columns x 4 lines, 240 x 64 pixels (with the 
option to window a full 80x 25 character display) 
Keyboard controlled contrast 

i 60 pin expansion BUS to take serial and 
paralle| ports and memory expansion units 
B° x 4"¥ 1" (200mm x 105mm * 2omm!. 
495 grammes (with batteries) 
calendar and diary, address and phone 
book, Lotus 1-2-3 compatible spreadsheet, text processor, 
communications software. 









For real calculating power, Portfolio has a Lotus 













in addition to the excellent software built-in to the Portfolio Free 
of Charge (see right}, other software and peripheral producis, such 
as the sophisticated Pocke! Finance package and serialicentronics 
interfaces are available. And it doesn'l siop there. Many manulac- 

| turers have recognised the potential of the Portfolio and have 
already started to design new peripherals and software. Products 
currently under development include: Serial interface with bullt 
Inmini modem, Appla Macintosh interface, business, utility and 
programming software plus a range of adventure and battle 
strategy games. For further trae details on the Portfolio range, fill 
in thé coupon below and return it to Silica Systems now 


MEMORY CARDS POWER , : RALS 

Portfolo can store and retrieve data and programs from Portfolio is powered by three AA batteries which will rum Portfolio can communicate with other computers and sup- 
its own FAM, of from small credit card size memory cards, fot up to.six weeks with normal use, or from the mains us- oe @ growing range of peripherals via a built-in 60 pin 
that slot into its built4n card drive. The cards are available ing an adaptor All the peripherals take their power from 6 connector Periphorals available include serial and 
in three sizes, 32K, 646 and 129K, go you can cary library ‘he Portfolio, so no extra batteries or adaplors are required. parallel interfaces and mamory expanders (to 640K), You 
of data in your pocket. The card drive also accepis ROM A ‘battery-low warning and memory back-up ensure that can also add a card drive to your deskiep PG, to arable 
cards, whith can contain commercial or custom software information i& not lost when the batteries are changed, (if to readvwrite to Portfalio's cards. 
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| Fen A(dATENSH ERMA Noelle rel exieelanles ome ona nan MAIL ORDER: 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 40X Tel: 081-309 1111 
S | I Cc a cv Ss) [ | - fy iS 0) =F ER y | ___ Order Linas Open: Mon-Sat §.00am-600pm __No Lata Night Opening _____ Fax No: 081-308 0608 
YVIEIGAR JIVIECNWO UFFCh Joh LONDON SHOP: 52 Tottenham Court Road, London, WIP OBA Tel: 071-580 4000 












Opening Hours, Mon-Si1 §30em-6.00om Late Might: Thursday until dpm Fax No: OF +323 4737 








FREE OVERNIGHT COURIER DELIVERY: On all hardware orders shipped in the UK. 


























TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: Team of Atari technical experts at your service. ee eer saa A a! Hatherley Rd, OcUp. NEM, DAI ah Fel: 081-302 8811 
PRICE MATCH: We normally match competitors on a ‘Same product - Same price" basis, BUSINESS/EDUCATION: 1.4 The Mews, Hatherley Ri Rd Sidcup, Kent. DAI4 40% Tel: 081-308 0888 
ESTABLISHED 12 YEARS: Proven track record in professional computer sales. Order Lines Opant Mon-Fri $00am-600pm Closed on Sorc / Fae No: 081-908 o608 






E13M TURNOVER (with 60 staff): Solid and reliable with maintained growth. 
BUSINESS/EDUCATION/GOVEANMENT: Volume discounts available for large orders. 
SHOWAOOMS: Demonstration and training facilities at our London & Sidcup branches. 
THE FULL STOCK RANGE; All of your Atari PC requirements from one supplier. 
FREE CATALOGUES: Will be mailed to you with offers and software/peripheral details. 
PAYMENT: By cash, cheque and all major credit cards. 

CREDIT PAYMENT TEAMS: Silica are licensed credit brokers - details on request. 


Before you decide when to buy your naw Atari Portfolio, we suggest you think vary caraully aboul WHERE you 
buy It. Cansider what it will be like a few months after buying your Portfolio, when OU May raguire additional 
peripherals of software, or help and adviow with your new purchase. And, will tha company you buy from contact 
you with details of new Portfolio products? At Silica Systems, we ensure that you will have nothing to worry about 
Silica Systems is a new division of Silica Shop, the UK's leading Atari specialists. This new division has been 
established to provide a service to the more serious home user, as well as to business and education purchasers 
Silica have been established for over 12 years, and 







Po: Silica Shop Ltd., Dept QLW 07/90, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent DA14 sOe% 


| ES 










roiin 
J ULIU 


3 
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have an annual turnover of E12 million, With our ; 

Unrlvallad experience and expertisa, we can now Sif 1K A Tei (Home): Tal (Work): 

Claim to Meet our customers requiraments wilh an ae aT tok aL ate , Saini lars meade ie a ; 

Understanding which is Second to none. Bul don't 3 i | 
' Company Name: .........0.. PROS | Oe Pee, Pikantorh dh ixesaldapowai need oeerotayonbcktaperrens 


Which computer(s), if any, do YOU OWN? <......0:ccccccccccccssecsseessesuepeccevevecss praseiers 


Snveriian pf Pe jimia 


jus1 fake our word for it. Complete and return the : 
coupon now, for our latest Free literature and begin 
i akpenence the “Silica Sysiems Sénace™ 
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he intention in this article is not 

to delve deeply into technical 

matters, but to make a few 

simple points about the equip- 
ment, which may help users with limited 
technical knowledge and capability to 
understand it better. 

Floppy Disk 

“Floppy” derives from the nature of the 
5Vvain disk, which is not exactly a rigid 
thing. Like it or not, the name now covers 
the other small disks you are likely to 
come across — 3¥zin and 3in. Presum- 
ably, the 2in disks now used in some 
portable computers are also called flop- 
pies. All these latter disks are far from 
floppy. They have robust plastic casings 
and can withstand a lot more punishment 
that 5¥%in disks, although, to be fair, | 
come across little trouble that can be 
blamed on the packaging with any disk 
format. There are always people who do 
the unbelievable, however, and there are 
regularly reports of 5¥Vsin disks having 
coffee poured in them, being stapled, and 
having the inner magnetic disk removed 
from the protective outer casing. (It may 
be very hard to believe, but computer 
journalists assure us that some users who 
are asked to send copies of disks for 
examination put photocopies of the disks 
concerned into the post.) 

The 2in disk drive was produced 
because there is very little space to play 
with in a portable computer: also, the 
smaller the unit, the lower the weight, and 
portables need to be as light as possible. 
You are not likely to have to bother about 
the size of some years yet but, when it 
becomes common, itis likely to store 2MB 
or more per disk. The 3in disk comes from 
sony, and has failed to catch on. The 
obvious well-known computers using it 
were the Amstrad PCW models. It is 
somewhat more cumbersome than the 
3¥2in thicker and with generally less 
storage capacity; it has nothing going for it 
now, and you should not need to both 
about it in future. The 3Vzin type is the one 
to take an interest in. It has superseded 
the 5\4in type as the standard size, 
although it may never completely oust it 
because there is such an enormous base 
of existing 5¥sin units. The number of 
IBM-type computers in existance is said 
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to be around 30,000,000, and most of 
them will have at least one 5Vain drive, 
making it reasonably certain this size will 
be supported by PC manufacturers and 
software suppliers for many years to 
come. 

lf you are considering buying drives for 
your QL, go for 32 in. You should be able 
to obtain any software you want on that 
format now and, as far as the QL is 
concerned, you may find some difficulty in 
getting software on 51/sin disks in future. 
Several PC software houses are currently 
supplying their software on both Sain and 
3¥2in disks (together), but that wont 
happen on cheaper QL scene. 

There is endless confusion over the 
nomenclature used to describe disk drive 
types, and | don't pretend to understand it 
clearly, but here are a few pointers. The 
main point to note when comparing Qk 
drives with those on a PC are that the 
5v4in type on the QL can be either 40- or 
80-track devices, whereas those on the 
basic PC are always 40-track. The QL 80- 
track drive should be able to handle 40- 
track disks also, by ignoring alternate 
tracks. It may not, however, be able to 
format a disk to 40 tracks. The 40-track 
drive will not handle 80-track disks, 
period. Therefore, it is not advisable to 
buy 40 track drives for your QL. 

lf you want to swap 5/in disks between 
QL and PC, using programs such as 
Conqueror and DiscOver, your QL drive 
must be able to format disks to 40 tracks, 
because PCs will generally not accept 80- 
track disks. There is a possibility of trouble 
when swapping disks between drives 
which are of different types, in respect of 
the number of tracks they write/read to in 
normal mode. The 40-track PC drive may 
“see” information between the tracks of 
80-track disk which has been written to as 
40-track on the QL. The same problem 
can occur when swapping disks between 
HD (high density) and DD (double 
density) drives on PCs, and the way to 
avoid it is to format the disks only on the 
lower-density drive, in each case — That 
is, format your disks to 40 tracks on the 
PC, before writing to them on the QL. 

This problem does not occur with 3vzin 
drives, because they will be 80-track on 
both types of computer. It is only on more- 
recent PCs (mainly of the AT type) that 





The disk revolution 
‘is with us — for 
those who want it. 
Bryan Davies 
discusses the 
different types of 
disks and takes a 
brief look at 
interfaces. 


80-track 5¥sin drives have been fitted, 
and these are not the same as on the QL, 
being so-called “high-density” drives and 
giving 1.2MB storage space; they can 
write/read to DD 360KB disks, though. 

Are you following so far? There are (at 
least) two further variables to consider if 
you use the Conqueror MS-DOS emula- 
tor on the QL. Your 80-track 5¥sin QL 
drive is capable of formatting to 720KB, 
provided MS-DOS will accept that, and 
the version 4.01 supplied with Conqueror 
will do; you do have to configure Con- 
queror itself first, though, to identify your 
drives as “what they are not". Being able 
to get only 360KB on a disk is rather 
restrictive, and setting Conqueror to allow 
720KB on 5ain disks makes life easier, 
but don't expect disks formatted this way 
to be readable in a PC. 


FLOPPY DISC 


The other obvious odd combination is 
rather the reverse — to format 3’2in disks 
to 360KB on the QL. So far as | could see, 
this would be a pointless exercise, since 
the PC accepted a disk formatted in this 
way without murmur (it refused to perform 
such a format, however). The only occa- 
sion | used this function (with Solution at 
that time) was when trying to run the Ant 
“MS-DOS emulator”, which required 40- 
track 3¥2in. disks, for some unexplained 
reason. Don't be smart, like me, and try to 
achieve these odd formats from the 
Conqueror MS-DOS command line by 
using what appear to be the appropriate 
parameters: use the Conqueror Confi- 
gure program to change the perceived 
types of the drives. 

Early PCs had 5'in drives which used 
single-sided disks; data was recorded on 
one side of the disk only, and the storage 
capacity was 160KB or 180KB. The 
majority of PCs are fitted with drives which 
take double-sided disks, and the capacity 
is 360KB. Two sides, twice the capacity. 
The PC never went to the next step — 
720KB — but jumped straight to 1.2MB 
(still at 5Vain). 

With no more sides available, the 
increase in capacity had to come from 
packing the information more densely 
onto the same area.The 360KB drive is 
described as double-density, but has only 
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40 tracks and 48 tpi (tracks per inch). The 
720KB drive commonly used on the QL is 
also double-density, but has 80 tracks. 
There is another classification — Quad- 
density — which also has 80 tracks and 
96 tpi, but that need not concern us here. 
(| prefer to skip the density classifications, 
as they refer to the method of recording 
data onto disk, rather than to the physical 
arrangement of the disk, and tend to lead 
to confusion.) The final jump to 1.2MB is 
to a category called “high-density” 
although still 80-track. | am uncertain of 
the tpi figure, which seems to be quoted 
still at 96, but may be more. This type is for 
PCs, and is not usable on the QL. 

lf you're not clear on KB one byte (= 8 
bits) of storage space is roughly what is 
needed for one character (a letter of the 
alphabet, or a single-digit number) and 1 
kilobyte (= 1KB) is about enough space to 
Store 1,000 characters. Strictly-speaking, 
kilo as used in computers is 2 to the power 
of 10, or 1024, and its symbol is K (not k). 
Ham or rom memory inside the computer 
is usually quoted in sizes such as 1024-, 
912-, 256- or 128 KB. For non-technical 
users, itis can be simpler to forget the odd 
24 and say a kilobyte is around 1,000 
characters, but the error in doing this gets 
quite significant whern you start talking 
about hard disk drives. 30MB drives are 
sometimes quoted as 32MB drives, appa- 
rently because the number of bytes that 
can be stored starts with 32, but you have 
an error of about 2 million characters 
when you call such a drive "32MB”, and 
that's a lot of space (about three times 
what you can get on one 372in. floppy). To 
get a feel for storage space, think of typing 
an A4 page of notes. You have about 65 
lines, with roughly 75 columns for each. 
That’s a possible 65 x 75 = 4875 
character spaces. For simplicity, say 
5,000. A word may typically require only 
six characters, but you have to store the 
spaces and punctuation also. If one A4 
page holds 5,000 characters, it will take 
about 5 KB storage space to hold that 
pages. Therefore, a 720KB floppy will 
hold around 720/5 = 144 A4 pages of 
information. (Compare that to your mic- 
rodrive cartridge, with capacity for only 
about 20 full pages). 

In practice, many people will put far less 
than 5,000 characters on a page, and the 
program being used will be able to record 
the fact that a page is half-empty without 
needing to store 2,500 spaces separately. 
SO you may get far more of “your pages” 
onto the storage medium. 

The old PC disk capacity of 180KB is 
still supported by operating systems such 
as CP/M and MS-DOS, but the majority of 
PCs you are likely to see around now use 
the size which came next — 360KB. This 
uses a double-sided disk basically the 
same as the 180KB type, but with data 
recorded on both sides. Unlike some 
Amstrad PCW drives, which need the disk 
to be physically turned over for data to be 
recorded on both sides, the standard 
360KB disk is always inserted the one 
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way only, and the drive mechanism takes 
care of recording on both sides by having 
two recording heads, one above and one 
below the disk. You may find some of your 
disks are marked single-sided, but this is 
likely to be only a marketing dodge, the 
idea being that you can charge more for 
something marked “double”. In practice, 
although the single-sided drive is just 
what it says, the single-sided disk can be 
used in the same way as a double-sided 
one. 

The QL came along a few years after 
the PC and started out with the capacity to 
support 720KB disks. Having got to 
360KB by using both sides of the disk, 
another step is needed to double the 
capacity again, and you may have noted 
that your disks are often marked both 
double-sided double-density, and 96 tpi. 
Alternatively, you may have seen 80 
tracks (= 96 tpi) on them, rather than the 
40 tracks (= 48 tpi) of the 360KB disk. The 
magnetic tracks used are closer together, 





to allow more information to be recorded. 
With the 3¥in disk, there is much less 
space to pack the information into, and 
the tracks have to be spaced even closed 
together, at 135 tpi; you still get the same 
720KB of storage space as on the 96 tpi 
5'4in disk, but in less area. 

A brief resume seems desirable at this 
point. The abbreviations commonly used 
are SS for single-sided, DS for double- 
sided, SD for single-density, DD for 
double-density, HD for high-density. 40- 
track is equivalent to 48 tpi, and 80-track 
to 96 tpi. All the types we are interested in 
have each track divided up into nine 
sectors, so that a DS 80-track disk has 2 
* BO x 9 = 1440 sectors, which — at 512 
bytes bytes per sector — equates to 
720KB. In contracts, the HD 5%in drive 
used on recent PCs divides each track 
into 15 sectors — 2 x 80 x 18 = 2400 
sectors = 1.2MB, and the HD 3'in drive 
uses 18 sectors, to give 2 x 80 x 18 = 
2880 sectors = 1.44 MB. The storage 


capacities given are formatted space: 


SS 48 tpi, 9 sectors gives a capaity of 
180 KB. 

SS 96 tpi, 9 sectors gives 360 KB. 

DS 48 tpi, 9 sectors gives 720 KB 

DS HD 96 (?) TPI, 15 sectors gives 1.2 
MB. 

DS HD 135 tpi, 18 sectors gives 1.44 
MB. 


There are a variety of identifying mark- 
ings on disks. A couple of samples for 
3¥ain disks are “Sony Micro Floppydisk, 
double sided, MFD-2DD" and “3M, 3.5, 
DS, HD, double sided, high density, 
2.0MB". The first identifies a standard 
720KB 3¥2in disk, manufactured by Sony. 
MFD is presumably their abbreviation for 
micro floppy disk, and 2DD indicates 
double-sided and double-density. By 
implication, this disk has 135 tracks per 
inch. It could also have been marked “1 
MB", because the unformatted capacity 
of such disks is that amount. This is of no 
great interest to us, since the capacity we 
can use is the QDOS (or MS-DOS) 
formatted capacity, and that is only 
720KB. 

The other disk is made by 3M (Minne- 
sota Mining & Manufacturing Company), 
is also 3¥ein and double-sided, but is 
high-density and therefore has an unfor- 
matted capacity of 2 MB, which equates to 
1.44MB formatted capacity (on a PC). | 
don't recollect seeing a tpi figure quoted 
for HD disks; logically, it would be 2 x 135 
= 279 tpi, since the disks are the same 
physical size as DD disks but have twice 
the storage capacity. 


ODD COMBINATION 


The situation with 514in disks is confus- 
ing to say the least. I've just fished out a 
few samples, which all format to 360KB 
ona PC, and would presumably give the 
same on a 40-track QL drive. They are 
labelled as follows: DS DD 96/48 tpi, DS 
DD 96 TP! 1.0MB, DS DD 48 tpi, SS DD 
48 tpi, DS DD 40 tracks. The ones marked 
with 96 tpi would be suitable for 80-track 
QL drives, and give 720KB on them. 

It is, perhaps, unfortunate that the QL 
operating system QDOS refers to disk 
space in terms of Sectors. The average 
user is likely to know that each sector will 
hold 512 bytes of information, and he/she 
would be better informed by messages 
given in bytes rather than sectors. 1440 
sectors — the full formatted space avail- 
able on 80-track disks (of either size) —is 
equivalent to 512 x 1440/1024 = 720 KB. 
You don't actually get the space when a 
format is finished, since QDOS uses part 
of each disk (and cartridge) for informa- 
tion it requires, so the message 1434/ 
1440 sectors means that the disk format- 
ted correctly to 720KB but only 717KB is 
available for files. 

lf the first figure is less than 1434, your 
disk is not giving the space it should do. 
Reformatting might bring the figure up to 
the correct amount. As with cartridges, 
disks which do not give the full space after 
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formatting should be considered suspect, 
and not used for valuable files. Unlike 
cartridges, disks rarely give less than the 
maximum space; you should consider 
purchasing a disk-cleaning kit if you see 
less than 1434 on more than the odd 
occasion. 

Another point to bear in mind is that 
deleting all the files on a disk will not 
necessary yield the full number of free 
sectors, and it may be necessary to 
reformat the disk to get the maximum. The 
same comments apply to 40-track 5'in 
disks, except that the figures are half 
those for 80-track, the capacity being 
360KB. Think when you see the 1440, 
because it could mean KB not sectors, 
and it then applies of high-density disks 
(2880 sectors), which are not really the 
right type to use in a QL drive. This type of 
disk can be formatted to give only 720 KB 
and then used with the QL but, since it 
costs much more than standard 3¥a2in 
disks, there’s no sense in buying it. 

The method of packaging 5\sin disks is 
such that it is quite easy for “foreign 
bodies” to get inside the pouch and come 
into contact with the magnetic disk itself. 
Part of the disk is always exposed. It is 
also fairly easy for the whole thing to 
become distorted, for example through 
being left in a pile of heavy articles which 
press unevenly on it. You may have heard 
a slight scraping sound as the disk goes 
round; it isn't a healthy sign. The 3¥2in 
package is much better, being both more 
resistant to external pressures and having 
a sliding panel to cover the magnetic disk 
when it is not in the drive. 

There are various features on each 
type of disk, which require some explana- 
tion. The 5'4in type has the large hole in 
the middle, the purpose of which is fairly 
obvious — the drive mechanism fits into 
the hole in order to rotate the disk. There 
may or may not be a hub, which is a ring 
added to the magnetic disk at the centre. It 
is not an important item for us, as its 
presence or absence doesnt seem to 
have any obvious effect, although it must 
strengthen the disk in the region that will 
come under most stress. More important 
is the small hole just outside the central 
cutout. This is for locating the start of the 
disk. You may notice when the disk is 
removed that there is a small hole in the 
disk itself showing in the pouch hole. This 
hole is detected optically and enables the 
drive to know which part of the disk it is 
looking at. 

Another optical detector is aligned with 
the small square cut out in the one edge of 
the pouch. The purpose of this is to 
indicate to the drive whether or not the 
disk should be written to. If the cutout Is 
not obstructed, the drive Knows that the 
user is allowing the disk concerned to be 
written to freely. That is, whenever a 
Save, Copy, Delete etc. operation is 
commanded, the drive can do what is 
requested. The disk is in the “unpro- 
tected” stage. 

lf the cutout is covered up, the disk is 


“write-protected” and such commands 
cannot be carried out. As the optical 
device works in the visible light range, 
using a piece of transparent sticky tape 
(as you might do on a microdrive car- 
tridge) to cover the cutout is not effective: 
the disk will not be protected unless the 
covering tape is opaque. Should you run 
out of the supplied write-protect tabs, you 
can use ordinary black plastic insulating 
tape. The disk pouch is not very thick, so 
heed the advice not to use an ordinary 
pen or pencil when writing on labels; use a 
felt-tip pen, which will not apply so much 
pressure to the magnetic disk. 

lf there is no identification on the pouch, 
you won't be able, visually, to tell whether 
a disk is single-, double- or high-density. 
You may still not be sure after a format 
operation, with some computers. The 
reason for this is that the disk capacity is 
not fixed thing. To some extent, it is 
dependent upon the drive and the format 
parameters used. A DD disk can be 
formatted in a HD drive to give well above 





its official capacity, but don't waste your 
time trying this, as disks formatted this 
way cannot be trusted. You are virtually 
certain to get errors when using disks at 
above their rated capacity. This comment 
has to be qualified because of the point 
already made about being able to format 
720KB 3¥2in disks to 1.44MB, and use 
them fairly successfully. 

The 3¥e2in disk looks much the same 
whether DD or HD, but there is one point 
of difference. The DD disk has one, small 
square cutout, equipped with a small 
slider. This is for write-protection and is 
again an optical device. When you cannot 
see through the hole — when the slider is 
pushed away from the edge of the disk — 
the disk can be written to. Pushing the 
slider fully outwards uncovers the hole 
and makes it impossible for a drive to write 
information onto it. This is philosophically 
the reverse of the situation with the 5v4in 
type, where the disk is write-protected 
when the hole is covered. On the HD disk 
casing, there is a matching square hole at 
the other corner, with no slider. The drive 


looks for this hole and, if it finds it, knows 
the disk is the 1.44MB type, with the 
tracks much closer together than the 
normal 720KB type. 

The magnetic disk is covered by a 
sliding metal panel, which is moved out of 
the way by a mechanism inside the drive; 
so long as you don't deliberately slide the 
panel out of the way, and pour your coffee 
inside, there should be relatively little 
chance of damage occurring. Wear does 
occur on all types of floppy disk because 
the read/write heads actually sit in contact 
with the magnetic disk, in contrast to hard 
disks where the heads float above the 
surface. You can write on the label with 
whatever you like, without fear of affecting 
the disk inside. The central hub also is 
much less vulnerable than that in the 
5Vain disk. 

The smarter folk may ask, “Will | be 
able to get 1.44MB from a DD disk if | file a 
square hole in the other corner?” , and the 
answer would appear to be “yes”. That's 
not to say it's a sensible thing to do, 
though. It would be a delicate and time- 
consuming job, and there would be a 
distinct risk of plastic dust getting into the 
casing and causing errors. The other 
point is that there may be some difference 
between the magnetic media used for the 
different disk densities. Obviously, manu- 
facturers are not going to be in a hurry to 
reveal what differences — if any — there 
are. A couple of ideas have been sua- 
gested to me; that DD disks are merely 
those HD disks which did not reach the 
quality control standards to be sold as HD, 
and that HD drives actually use a different 
recording bias voltage level to DD drives. 
Clearly, the magnetic disks would have to 
be separated out into DD and HD groups 
before putting into the casings, if the idea 
of DD disks being pure “second-grade” 
HD ones is true. 

In practice, | have found that all of the 
3¥zin DD disks | have formatted to 
1.44MB (more than a hundred) can be 
used in my drive on the PC/AT, but | 
understand that this procedure would not 
work on most HD drives. The reason is 
that my drive does not appear to have an 
optical device for checking what the disk 
density is, and relies on a separate switch 
to do this. |came close to returning it to the 
shop at first, because it didn't seem to be a 
HD drive at all, until | discovered the 
jumpers which set the density. The 
answer to this problem was to put an 
external switch on the PC and use that 
whenever the disk type changed. 

There have been afew errors on my PC 
when copying files off DD disks which 
have been used at HD; | mean “a few’, 
but, nevertheless, floppy disk errors have 
been virtually non-existent on my QL and 
PC otherwise, and the implication 
appears to be that DD disks cannot be 
relied upon 100% when used HD. _ 

In case anyone is still under an illusion 
at this point, let me repeat that the 
maximum capacity a QL drive can handle 
is 720KB. Neither interface nor drive (of 
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whatever type) is made to handle HD 
disks. The reason for commenting about 
the HD type is that some QL users also 
have (or have the use of) other types of 
computer, which do use HD disks. Miracle 
Systems say the potential trouble, in the 
way of user enquiries/complaints, the 
incompatibility that would be introduced, 
and the limited profitability, keep them 
from bringing out an HD drive for the QL. 
Another reason is the availability of the 
hard disk unit, which makes moving up to 
1.44MB floppies a bit pointless: it wouldn't 
cost a lot less than going straight to hard 
disk. 

Price is a major factor with most buyers, 
so what are the disadvantages of buying 
the cheapest disks on offer? It might be 
wise to split Users into two categories 
here. lf you are a “business user", for 
whom even a single disk error could spell 
disaster, you might be safest buying only 
branded (expensive) disks. This is espe- 
cially true if you are not technically- 
minded, and are unable to deal with 
computer system problems. You should, 
however, be able to avoid major disasters 
by keeping backup copies (more than 
one, if the data is important). The home 
user Usually does not have to worry so 
much, and does not need to bother so 
much about where disks come from. My 
own experience over the last five years is 
that unbranded disks are quite ok, 
although | prefer to have some sort of 
assurance from the suppliers that they 
trust their goods. 

The first sign of good faith is accepting 
credit cards for purchases. This applies to 
whatever is supplied; simply don't trust 
most suppliers who want cash or cheque 
only. There are some cases where the 
supplier has little option; offering credit 
card facilities costs money, and requires a 
level of business sufficient to meet the 
credit companies’ ideas of suitability for 
being granted the facility. If a supplier 
cannot manage to offer credit card facili- 
ties, it is perhaps better that they do not 
sell disks, because a lot of money has to 
be “put up front” to buy enough disks to 
get low prices. An advertised statement 
such as “100% guaranteed disks, money 
back if not satisfied” may be meaningless 
in some cases but, ifno such assurance is 
given, one has even more reason to be 
nervous. 

Until the All Formats Computer Fairs 
this year, | had believed that a sensible 
price to pay for 3‘4in disks, in lots of 10 or 
25, was 60-90 pence each. Having now 
seen prices of as low as 50 pence, | have 
fo revise my target. For 60-90p, you can 
get disks which are “guaranteed”, and 
have some sort of a brand on them (eg 
“Benchmark"); pay less than that and you 
can expect neither guarantee nor brand 
name. Atthe moment, the one lot of 25 DD 
disks | bought for 38p each have had little 
use, although all of them formatted, first 
time, to 1.44MB and they don’t look or 
sound in any way inferior to any other 
disks I've got. Time will tell how good an 
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investment they were. Disks with the 
brands of well-known manufacturers 
(Sony, Maxell, TDK, Kao, 3M, Dysan etc) 
generally cost about £1.10 each upwards 
in lots of 10. Typical prices for unbranded 
5¥4in 96 tpi (QL) disks are from 40p up, 
and well-known brands can be had for 
about 65p upwards. 48 tpi (PC only) disks 
are not noticeably cheaper when 
unbranded, but branded ones start at 
around 60p each. Always make sure 
you've added post and packing and VAT 
into your calculations; the prices quoted 
above all include them. 

As a general comment, increasing the 
“usability” of your system by adding disk 
drives is, initially, an alternative to adding 
more memory. To some extent, they each 
enable programs like Quill to be used with 
less pain, because the slowness of mic- 
rodrive operation is made less of an 
influence on overall system speed. Margi- 
nally, | feel disk drives are the first priority, 
since they get over the major problem of 
the unreliability of microdrives. That is, 
you have greater data security. This may 
matter little to you, for example if you play 
games which require plenty of memory 
but don't need any serious amount of 
storage. In any event, the user who buys 
drives is likely to want extra memory also, 
and vice-versa, so what we are really 
looking at here is combined memory 
2xpansion and disk interface units. 

A lot of words could be written about the 
numerous interfaces that have been sold 
for the QL, but virtually all the types are 
classifiable as “history” now and only 
those sold by Miracle are likely to be of 
interest to most users. However, thereisa 
fairly strong market in secondhand inter- 
faces, so something needs to be said 
about the older types. 

The first supplier | can remember 
offering an interface and floppy drives for 
the QL was Quest. The units were large, 
and expensive. They are not a good buy 
now, unless very cheap; even then, only 
the user with some knowledge of compu- 
ter systems should venture to buy them. 
You need software on cartridge or disk, 
with the drives, as (presumably) the driver 
routines are loaded from disk rather than 
being on rom in the interface. In this 
respect, these units are unique. Another 
type which needs to be treated with 
caution is the MCS (Micro Control Sys- 
tems); you should check whether or not 
the “software patch” is being supplied 
(separately) with the interface. | accept 
Digital Precision's word (see the Media 
Manager Special Edition manual) that his 
is the only interface that has significant 
deficiencies in its software, at least in its 
earlier, unmodified form. Having said that, 
it depends largely on what software you 
use how much trouble you would have 
with the MCS interface. 

The MicroPeripherals interface is likely 
to need the rom replacing by the QFLP 
one sold by Care Electronics. This is the 
interface which calls the floppy drive 
(FDK). The TR Delta interface seems 


basically sound, although | have had to 
investigate a few which went haywire, and 
had to have the rom chip upgraded; they 
appear to be able to blow chips in the QL 
as well, and | wouldn't recommend them 
as a first choice. 

Interfaces which should be ok are the 
Sandy SuperQ, CST, PCML and Silicon 
Express types. Odd things to look out for 
are a modified rom in the PCML which can 
make any memory expansion in it unavail- 
able; the modification should only have 
been made if the interface was fitted to a 
QL which already had an internal memory 
expansion fitted. Run your (or another 
standard) QL with the PCML fitted, and 
check that the full memory is displayed on 
the start-up screen. Early SuperQ interfa- 
ces had some trouble related to the PAL 
chips on them, and | think later versions 
did not have these chips. The CST was 
the first good buy, and remained the 
fastest one for a long time. Most interfa- 
ces could be supplied with some extra 
memory on them. 

No article dealing with disk interfaces 
should be without some mention of Medic, 
if only because that brand once looked to 
be the answer to everyone's QL prayers. 
In principle, the Medic products were very 
good. In practice, they had deficiencies. 
Because of the relatively large quantity of 
Medic stock which got onto the market 
one way or another, and the obvious 
potential of the devices, various enthu- 
siasts have worked to overcome the 
weaknesses. A properly-modified Medic 
interface is worth having. How to detect 
what is good and what is not, | can't say, 
and a thorough test in your own QL is 
suggested. 

Coming back to the present, the Miracle 
Trump Cards are well worth buying and 
are, in fact, the only choice you have when 
buying new. They can have 0, 256KB or 
768KB extra memory fitted on them. 
Older Trump Cards were slower than the 
current ones, and supported only two disk 
drives as against the present four. They 
also consumed more power, creating 
increased potential for lockups. When 
buying an old, secondhand Trump Card, 
try to run it for a few hours jn your house, 
to see if lockups occur. Some old ones will 
have been modified to reduce lockups, by 
the fitting of eight resistors alongside a 
chip at the top right of the board (viewed 
as fitted to the QL). 

When talking about interfaces, the 
subject of toolkits comes up automati- 
cally. As far as | know, there have been no 
interfaces without some form of exten- 
sions to SuperBasic incorporated. The 
standard is Too/kit // and almost all makes 
of interface will have some of the com- 
mands from this built-in, but only to the 
level of Toolkit /in most cases. The Trump 
Card definitely has Toolkit | built-in. With 
the others, it depends to some extent 
whether or not an upgraded rom has been 
fitted; just which extra commands were 
installed in which roms, only Tony Tebby 
is likely to be able to say. 
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ARCHMORE 


Bryan Davies 
relays a 
program for 
adding fields 
to Archive 
Archive has its merits, and 
perhaps the main one is the 
procedure language which is 
intrinsic to it. To the casual 


user, however, it can be a very 
frustrating program. If you 


have ever created a database 
file and the decided that you 
needed to add fields to it, you 
will have discovered that an 
apprently simple operation can 
turn out to be a pain. 

The advice offered inthe OL 
User Guide is to create a new 
database, with the revised 
fields and names, and Append 
the existing file to that.The 
Guide does give an example of 
how to write the procedure for 
doing this. No doubt I'm not 
the only one who had problems 
in both understanding and 


REMark #### ARCHMORE ##4+4 

REMark ADD NEW FIELDS TO AN ARCHIVE _EXP FILE 
REMark written by J.P. MAQUET - LIEGE - BELGIUM 
WINDOW 430,200,41,0:BORDER 6,5,2 

CLS:CSIZE 2,i:startS=DATES 

PRINT "'!' File names"! "should include"! "drive name;" 
"default"! "extensian”!"is"!"<_EXP>" 
CSIZE 0,O:PRINT:CSIZE 1,1 


INFUT 


"Name of source file...... 


using this procedure at first. 
There may be several other 
ways of performing the opera- 
tion, and one has been sent in 
to us by a reader in Belgium. 
The SuperBasic listing for the 
routine “ARCHmore™, given 
here, was provided by Jean- 
Pierre Maquet of Liege. He is 
very interested in the use of 
Archive, and says he has writ- 
ten some procedures as large as 
30K B. He also has as many as 
ten files open at the same time. 
apparently without problem. 
The listing is in the original, 


IF sourc#(LEN(sourc#)-3)<>"_" OR LEN(sourc$)=8: sourc$=sourc#&" EXP":END IF 
INPUT “Name of file to be created...7? ="s3destt 
IF destS(LEN(dest$)-3)<>"_" OR LEN(dest$)=8:dest$=dest$&" _EXP":END IF 


INPUT "Number of fields to be added 7? ="ynrub:CLs& 


adlign#=""srubré="" 
FOR n=1 TO nrub 


INPUT “Name of "&n&": new field.....e2. ? ="grubs 


adlig#=', ' 


IF rubS(LEN (rubs) )="8" 


adlig$=',""'sRemark single quote/comma/2 double quotes/single quote 


END IF 
rub#=',"'&rubs&'"’ 


adlign#=adlign#tadligs 


rubr$=rubr$&rubs 

; END FOR n 
OPEN#4, sourcs 
OPEN_NEW#S, dest$ 
entre 
PRINT#S) lignest&rubrs 
REFeat ajoute 


IF EOF (#4) 8EXIT ajouter:END IF 


entre 


LET ligne#=lignes$&adligns 


PRINT#S; lignes 
END REPeat ajoute 
CLOSE#4: CLOSE#S 

|} BEEP 5000,5:CLS 
PRINT\A\" 


Tin#=DATES: PRINT” Time now: 
DEFine FROCedure entre 


l ignes=" a 
REPeat parlettre 
aS=INKEYS (84, -1) 


PROCESS 


IS COMPLETE"\\ 
"efin$(13 TO)&" * started at: “&start$(13 TO) | 


> IF CODE (a$)<26:EXIT parlettre:END IF 


lignet=lignettias 


IF EOF (#4) 5EXIT parlettre:END IF 


. END REPeat parlettre 
END DEFine 





unexpurgated French, so be 
very careful to type-in exactly 
what is printed. Some variables 
differ from each other by only 
one letter and can easily be 
mixed up. 

Now to proceed: type tn the 
SuperBasic listing and save it 
under the name ARCHmore. 
Run Archive, Open the file 
that needs the field structure 
changing, then Export it. Close 
the file. Archive automatically 
adds the extension —EAP to 
whatever name you give the 
Export-ed file.Leave Archive 
and run ARCHmore,. The on- 
screen prompts tell you what to 
do from there on. You have to 
supply the __EXP file name, 
the name required for the con- 
verted file, the number of fields 
to be added. and the names of 
those fields, 

When entering the name of 
the source file — that 1s, you 
Export-ed database — give it 
as “device_file”, without the 
_EXP extention; for example, 
“flip__test”. The destination 
file name — that is, the Export 
file with the new field names 
added — should be typed-in as 
“device__newfile”, again with- 
out the extension. As the prog- 
ram adds the —EXP extension 
to the converted file also, you 
have to specify a different file 
name for it, to avoid the prog- 
ram trying to overwrite what it 
is reading. The converted file 
should then be Imported into 
Archive, and saved in the nor- 
mal way asa—DBF file.to play 
safe, rename your original 
_DBF file and keep it on file 
until you are satisfied that the 
converted file is as you require 
it. 





Patience 


The creation of the revised 
file is not fast, so be patient. 
Using the Create and Append 
process in Archive is not fast 
either. Adding two fields to a 
sample file of YAB took 21 
minutes, The program prints 
the start and finish times on the 
screen, when the conversion 
has been completed, The new 
field names are added after the 
last of the existing ones. One 
point to remember is that any 
Screen you have specially cre- 
ated to use in place of Archi- 
ve's own default presentation 
of fields and data will not have 
been altered by the conversion 
process, and you will have to 
use Sedit to change it. 
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TOOLKIT 
TUTORIAL 


he article on Tony Tebby’s 

Super Toolkit Il prompted a 

number of letters asking for 

closer examination of TK2 facili- 
ties. To begin this series, B. H. Jones of 
Easton-in-Gordano wrote before the arti- 
cle was published asking for clarification 
of some of the TK2 direct file access 
features. 

Most difficulties encountered by Super 
Toolkit Il users seem to stem from an 
incomplete understanding of the manual. 
To keep publishing costs to a minimum 
the manual concentrates on the particu- 
lars of each keyword and assumes that 
readers understand the background. 
Tebby's approach has denied people who 
are less than fully aware of the QL 
programming environment the use of 
many TK2 keywords. This occasional 
series is designed to fill the gaps in the 
TK2 manual and to encourage readers to 
make full use of the excellent facilities. 

TK2 supplements SuperBasic standard 
file handling facilities to allow direct 
access to the contents of a file. A file is a 
stream of bytes recorded on a disc or 
Microdrive. A SuperBasic string variable 
can therefore be used as an analogy fora 
file. Characters in a string can be read or 
over-written individually. The TK2 com- 
mands BGET and BPUT provide the 
same facilities for direct file access. 

To demonstrate these abilities it is 
assumed that a string called A$ is equal to 
“Sinclair QL World” and that a routine is 
needed which will convert the word 
“World” to capitals. These lines fit the bill: 


100 FOR char = 13 TO 17 

110 IF AS(char) > 96 THEN 

120 A$(char) = 
CHRS$(CODE(AS$(char)) — 32) 

130 END IF 

140 END FOR char 


The loop control variable char acts as a 
pointer, beginning at an arbitrary point in 
the string and then highlighting each 
subsequent character in turn. Whenever 
a file is opened there is an implicit pointer 
just like char which controls were file 
activity will take place. TK2 provides the 
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Part 2 


Mike Lloyd 
responds to 
queries arising 
from the Toolkit 
tutorial article. 





means to control the pointer from within a 
program. 

Assume that a file called fip1__file 
contains the same text as AS. A channel 
to the file must be opened before it can be 
manipulated: 


100 OPEN #3, f1pi_file 


The word “World” must now be over- 
written by “WORLD”. BGET and BPUT 
are both procedures and both handle byte 
values, integers ranging from 0 to 255, 
and so ASCI| codes must be used to 
specify characters. Values outside this 
range generate errors: 


110 FOR char = 13 TO 17 

120 BGET#3\ char, CharVal 

130 IF CharVal > 96 THEN 

140 BPUT#3\ char, CharVal - 32 
150 END IF 

160 END FOR char 

170 CLOSE #3 


This routine is longer than the equiva- 
lent process fora string but the lines which 
do the work — 120 to 150 — are much 
simpler than before. Note that the back- 
slash used in the BGET and BPUT 
statements is a special parameter separ- 
ator. 


Automatically 


It is not always necessary to specify a 
character position or to give a value to 
be read or written. BPUT and BGET move 
the file pointer automatically so that the 
example process can be re-written as: 


100 OPEN#3, f1pi_file 

110 B$ = “WORLD" 

120 BPUT#3\13 

130 FOR char = 1TO5 

140 PBUT#3, CODE(BS$(char)) 
150 END FOR char 

160 CLOSE#3 


The file pointer is moved to the start of 
the word “World” by line 120. It then 
increments itself with each BPUT state- 
ment in the FOR..NEXT loop. Direct file 
access commands always over-write 
rather than displace existing characters in 
tne tile; there is no equivalent of the 
“insert mode” found in word processors. 

BPUT can write any number of values 
in a single statement, each being sepa- 
rated by a comma. The final variation of 
the routine moves the file pointer and 
writes the ASCII values of “WORLD” with 
a single command: 


100 OPEN#3, f1pi_tile 
110 BPUT#3\ 13, 87, 79, 82, 76, 68 
120 CLOSE#3 


screens and printers can be written to 
as if they were files, provided that the file 
pointer position is not changed. This line 
prints the printable ASCII set in 
Window# 1: 


100 FOR char = 32 TO 191: BPUT char 


To wherever the file pointer has been 
moved, the standard INPUT and PRINT 
commands can be used to communicate 
with the file. To add “Magazine” to 
“Sinclair QL World” the file pointer can be 
placed at the end of the file and the text 
added with a PRINT command. The 
FLEN function, also part of TK2, returns 
the file length: 


100 OPEN#S, f1pi_tile 
110 BGET#3\ FLEN(#3) 
120 PRINT #3, “Magazine” 
130 CLOSE#3 


The other direct access file commands. 
PUT, GET, TRUNCATE and FLUSH, will 
be considered in a later article. 
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So QL suppliers Sector Software are duplicating 
and distributing Microdrive Exchange programs, and sup- 
plying 3.5 inch disks. Please read the small print carefully, as 
different action is needed depending on whether you want 
mdv or disk copies. Sector can now supply microcassettes 
at the old price of £2. 


| understand that Sector Software undertake only to supply 
these programs, and accept no liability for operation as 
defined by the authors. QL World cannot supply information 
about the programs other than that originally printed or 
supplied. 


Any article reprints must be ordered and paid for separately 
at £2 each (£3 overseas) from Sinclair QL World at the 
Editorial address. 





HOW TO ORDER 
The Microdrive Exchange will copy the programs of your 
choice onto Sinclair microdrive cassette or 3.5 inch disk. 


Please note we can only supply ONE PROGRAM PER MDV 
OR DISK, 


Orders for programs on DISK can only be supplied on the 
MDX’s own disks, priced at £1, one disk per program 
ordered. Please do NOT send disks. Please state any 
specific density requirements for your set-up. Microcasset- 
tes cost £2 each. 

Please send your orders to Sector Software, Unit 13, 
Centurion Way Industrial Estate, Faringdon, Leyland, Lancs. 
PR2 2GU. Tel. 0772 452414. Access/Visa accepted. 


. ORDER FORM 
Value of programs ordered 





| require one microcassette/one disk 
for each program ordered (delete as 
applicable) 


No. of 3.5in. disks required @£1each €f.......... 


No. of mdvs required @ £2 each Discos 
Post and packing £.75p 
15% VAT Penasiuors 
TOTAL Pinteases 


PROGRAM IDENTITY NUMBERS: 
as Pe pe Oe el / / 


ADDRESS (stock CAPITALs PLEASE) .......cceccseccsecesseeeeeeeee 


| CE oe eo 


Postcode .... 
ACCESS/VISA NUMBER IF APPLICABLE: 


WOOO DOOD OOOO OOOO 


Please copy on to mdv or disk the programs 
which | have indicated. | enclose a cheque/PO/ 
Access or Visa number to the total of £.......... 
payable to Sector Software. 


Ys oe ee ee a 


PEPER TPHREERR RET eo ESP REP ECE STEe Sc PPP 


re ee [EO |S 
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i EiGRODRIVE EXCHA ANGE 


B = SuperBasic; A+O = assembler and object code: M+B = machine code 
and Basic loader: A+B+O = assembler and 
supercharged; L = QLiberated: f1 = monitor mode: f2 = TV mode. 


asic loader and object code; S = 





‘THE ee 


1. LEAGUE SECRETARY by C.B. Storey (B) £3 
You enter the match results and this program updates the leaque 
tables. Suitable for any sporting league organised on the lines of the 
Barclays Football League. Mdv only at present. 


2. THE DOUBLE by P.G. Ives (Bf2) c4 
A large football strategy game. You manage a team through four 
divisions, buying and selling, boosting morale through the league and 
F.A. Cup season. 

3. SUPERBREAKOUT by R. Davidson (M+B) F2 
Fast m/c version of the classic bat, ball and wall game. Optional 
double bats and/or balls. 

4. SPACE PODS by Simon Quinn (M+B) £3 
You lone ship must protect six energy pods against the aliens. 
Machine code. QL World, December 1987. , | 
5. GRAPHIC WRITER by S.M. Walker (B) 2 | 
A graphic design program which can save your pictures as | 
SuperBasic commands for use in other programs. QL World. 
December 1987. 

6. ZAPMAN by L. Miles (M+B) c3 
Fast-action m/c version of the Pacman genre. Variable skill levels and 
maze formats. | 
7. SPACE INVADERS by Paul McKinnon (M) £3 
Very fast, challenging version of the classic, with ugly aliens and 
protective shields. 

8. SPELLED by Timo Salmi (T) £3 
A complete spelling checker for Quill_list files, 7,500 wards 
automatically expandable. Required two cartridges and 512K expan- 
sion. 

9. ADVENTURE PLAYTIME by A. Pemberton (B) MDV only £3 
An extensive adventure where you must complete tasks for the 
inhabitants of a strange land. Coded messages and hints included. 
10. YAHTZEE/GIRO by Jason Price/Henry Wrighton (B) £4 
The popular dice game with instructions and graphics, for one or more 
players. QL World November 1987. Also space-disaster rescue 
game, In zero-gravity. OL World December 1989. 

11. LOCK AND KEY by Henry Wrightson (B) £3 | 
Unlock the secrets of eight screens of platforms, ladders, keys, poison 
weeds and mixed fruit — against the clock. QL World February, 1990, 
12. RADAR by Nigel Ford (B) F2 





} You are control, monitoring the skies, checking aircraft, scrambling 


| 13. TAKTIX by Nigel Ford (B) 


jets to intercept UFOs and shooting down enemy aircraft. 


£3 
Six of more can play the computer in a fierce game of European 


| conquest, Put aside at least an hour. QL World July, 1988. 


14. BRIDGE by Peter Etheridge (B) £4 
Excellent version, including accurate bidding, automatic or manual 


| card play, replay hands, save and loads more. 


15, CONQUEST by Andrew Pritchard (T) 
| “Superb graphics, with lots of original ideas. The best strategy game 


£4 


| |'ve reviewed for QL World. 


16. MOLECULAR GRAPHICS by Mark Knight (M, B) £4 | 
Molecular structures of any compound can be saved, reloaded, drawn 
and rotated on screen. “Excellent, one of the best educational 
programs on the QL.” Disk or 2 cartridges and 512K needed. 

17. SPEEDMIND by William Henderson (B) £3 
A mastermind-style game played with coloured pages. You have 12 
attempts at breaking the code against the clock. QL World, January | 
1988 | 
18. STELLARIS by David Carmona (Bf 1) £4 | 
Real-time space adventure against the computer, including economic | 
simulations, lunar landing and superb graphics. QL World, June 1987. 
19. BUSINESS GAME by David Smith (B) £4 
A business simulator for any number of players, human or computer. 
The winner is the one who makes the most money! Networking advice 
from author. See QL World, April 1989. 
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| SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


Direct to your door at 


NO EXTRA COST* 


Never again worry 
oid ey about your local 
TO Sv point newsagent selling out. 


Avoid any price 
ani yor?) increases for the next 1 2 
ave N issues by subscribing. 


—_ 





Ensure you get your copy of Sinclair QL Worldevery month. Simply fill in 
the coupon below and send it with your remittance to: M.S.M. Subs. Dept., 
Lazahold Ltd, P.O. Box 10, Roper Street, Pallion Ind. Estate, Sunderland 
SR4 6SN. 


The first issue of a new subscription to be delivered will be one or two issues 
after the one you placed your order it in. 


* Overseas prices include postage — 








Please send me one year’s ERIS 3, to Sinclair QL World. | EEER 
my cheque/money order for £__—=—=—SSSSSs made payable to MCPC 
LIMITED or debit my (osteaghhbion card. 





U.K.: £21 river EUROPE: £24. 70; MIDDLE EAST: £25.80; FAR EAST: £27. 60: 
REST OF WORLD: £26.20 or USA: $45.00 


Airmail rates available on request 


The listing for “Chemistry” ts 
fairly lengthy (about 10 KB), 
although it is straightforward 
to type in. The purpose of the 
program 1s to display data 
about chemical elements — 
the Periodic Table, relative 
atomic masses of (all) ele- 
ments, elements and_ their 
symbols. Speedier operation 
will be obtained by compiling 
the SuperBasic code, using 
Supercharge, Turbo etc. The 
SB code has been “cleaned” 
using the Better Basic program, 
so should compile without diffi- 
culty. There is no problem 
with the speed of display using 
the SB version, however. 
Watch out for spelling mis- 
takes when typing-in the ele- 
ment names. 

The on-screen menu is self- 
explanatory. The colour dis- 
play of the Periodic Table 
suffers shehtly from using stip- 
ples, which rarely allow clear 
characters to be read easily. It 


"CHEMISTRY" 
100 REMark 
110 REMark by 
120 init 

30 REFPeat loop 
i140 menu 

wd 
160 
170 
LBO 
190 
200 
910 
220 DIM 
Zan} 
240 
et! 
Zot) 
270 
£30 
270 ramé(n)=r# 
END FOR fi 
CLS 
END DEFine 
REMarF k 


STOP 
REMark 


antin) =at 
nanet (n)=nF 


0 
310 
oe) 
ooo 
340 
2J0 FAPER O: INK 
3200 RESTORE 
370 
380 
370 
400 
410 
420 
430 
440 
400 


END FOR n 
mtable 
FAPER Qs: 


ckey 


44 


29760 
FOR n=2 TO 14 STEF 2 
READ letteré 

AT n,Z:FPRINT letter 
AT n+1,4: PRINT 


If you have a program worthy of consideration, send it to ‘The Progs’, 
Sinclair QL World, Panini House, 116-120 Goswell Road, London EC1V 7QD. 
We pay for everything published at the usual rates. 





CHEMISTRY 





by lan Thompson 


would be simple to alter the 
colour choices for some screen 
areas, but the problem 1s that 


Chemistry 
lan 


Thomo son 


END REPeat loop 


EHEKAELEHREAE ARH EEE 
DEFine FROCedure init 

WINDOW Si2,240,0,0:FAPER 0: INK 
WINDOWRO, S12,10,0, 240 

CSIZE 2,1:FRINT 
an$ (106, 3) 
RESTORE 19700 
FOR n=1 TO 106 
READ 4a%,n%,5¢,F% 


tices 


symboléi(n)=ss 


LEKEKERHERE EERE KERERE 
DEFine PROCedure periodic table 
c 

fECLS 


(n/2) 


INK ? 
AT 90,30:PRINT ‘COLOUR KEY’ 


more than the four basic OL 
colours are needed: however, 
some experimentation with 


he stipples should effect 
Reguedient The Table dis- 
plays Metals, Metaloids, Non- 
Metals, Noble Gases, and the 
Lanthanides and _ Actinides 
series. 





‘Please Wait - Initialising Arrays ’:CSIZE 6,0 
pnames (106,13) , symbols (194, 2) ,ram$(106,7) 
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460 AT 6,28:FRINT ‘GROUP S° 
470 AT 1,7:PRINT ‘14' 
480 AT 3,11:PRINT ‘24° 
490 AT 1,75:PRINT ‘0° 
, S00 RESTORE 2970 
310 FOR n=4 TO 49 STEF 4 
we0 READ num 
Jo AT 7,AtlisPRINT numte "5" 
740 END FOR n 
JJ0 RESTORE 2980 
A ~o0 FOR n=4 TO 20 STEP 4 
3/70 READ num 
S80 AT 3,nt+51:PRINT numst"A" 
| 370 END FOR ni 
600 AT 146,27:PRINT “Not Named ' 
610 AT 22,22:FRINT ‘< THE Poe 4 fee FRBLE >" 
620 AT 18,3:PRINT “Lanthanides" 
630 AT 2O0,S:PRINT "Actinides" 
640 PAPER 7,4,2:INK 0 
650 AT t2,14:PRINT ‘(S7-‘:AT 13,14:PRINT ‘ 71)° 
660 FAFER 4,0: INK 7 
670 AT 14,14: PRINT ‘(89-‘:AT 15,14:PRINT ‘103) ' 
680 PAPER O: INK 7 
709 END DEFine 
710 REMark =¥e#e HH RHHHEHR EERE REX 
720 DEFine PROCedure mtable 
) 730 PAPER 4:INK 0 
740 AT 2,6:PRINT ‘ H ‘AT 3,4:PRINT ‘ 1 
730 PAPER 4,2:INK 7:AT 2,74:PRINT ‘ He ‘SAT 3y74:PRINT ‘ 2 
760 PAPER O:INK © 
770 psym 6 
| 780 psym 5 
790 psym 5 
800 psym 7 
810 psym 
. a0 psyii 
630 psym 
840 psym 
Q50 psym 
860 psym 
870 psym 
B60 psy 
870 psym 74, 
700 psym 6,10,14,7, 
9719 psym 62,10,2,2, 
720 psym 70,10,1,4, 
730 psym 74,10,1,4, 
940 psym 46,12,2,7,7 
750 psym 19,12,12,7 








or Ol oO ~J Oo Of on oo 
= - fh} 0 b= 
i <= al 
a te 
=: “J 
oO cn 


PJ bI “J bh) te BJ sd = 


SL gl tai Ieee eel eb Mite. ei, 


4 
i, ee 


fr 
BNO. = =» 


cs ee | 
Li 


ef 


J = = a 


760 psym 14,17,15,7 
770 psym 66,12,2,2,2,9, 
980 psym 74,12,1,4,2,3,7,8 
790 psym 6,14,2,7,7,0,9,87 
1000 psym 18,14,3,7,7,0,0,104 
1010 psym 14,19,15,4,0,2,7,89 
1020 END DEFine 
10350 REMark #*###5*44eeee RRR REX 
1040 DEFine FPROCedure psym(rGw,col,noe,pi,p2,st,in, san) 

| 19350 count=0 
1060 PAPER pi,p2,st:INkK in 

1070 count=count+tt 

1080 AT col,row 

1090 PRINT ° ‘&symbol$(san)&‘ 

1100 AT col+i1,row 

1110 PRINT ° ‘Ran#(san) 

1120 IF count<noe THEN : row=row+4:san=san+1:60 TO 1070 


| = 
oo 
Oo + th -J 





Sinclair/QL World September 1990 


1130 
1140 
1150 
1140 
1170 
1160 
1190 
1200 
1210 

220 
1230 
1240 
1250 
12460 
1270 
1280 
12970 
1300 
1310 
1320 
1330 
1340 
1350 
1360 
1370 
1380 
1390 
1400 
1410 
1420 
1430 
1440 
1450 
1440 
1470 
1480 
1490 
1590 
1510 
1520 
1530 
1540 
i350 
1540 
1570 
1580 
15970 
1600 
1610 
14620 
14630 
1640 
1450 
1460 
1470 
14680 
1690 
1700 
1710 
1720 
1730 
1740 
1750 
1760 
17790 
1780 


END DEFine 

REMark ### See eH ER ES ERE HESS 

DEFine FPROCedure ckey 

FAPER 7:AT 2,22:FRINT ° ‘SFAPER 0 
AT 2,25:PRINT "Metals" 

FAPER 2:AT 3,22:PRINT ° ‘':PAPER © 
AT 3,25:FRINT ‘Metaloids’ 

PAPER 4:AT 4,22:PRINT ° ‘!:FAFER © 
AT 4,25:PRINT ‘Non-Metals' 


FAPER 4,2:AT 2,38:FPRINT ° ‘sFAPER 0 
Al 2,41:FRINT “Noble Gases” 

FAFER 7,4,2:AT 3,38:FRINT © ‘:PAPER 0 
AT 3,41:PRINT ‘Lan. Series’ 

FAPER 4,0,2:AT 4,38:PRINT °° ‘:PAPER © 


AT 4,41:PRINT ‘Act. Series’ 

END DEFine 

REMAark ## #4 HH ERHHEEERER EEE 

DEFine FPROCedure elements 

PAPER O: INK 7:CLS 

AT 0, 30:PRIANT *<¢ € 4 E MEN. TS 3 

FOR n=1 TO 22 

AT itn, 2:PRINT symbols(n)&' “knames(n) 
END FOR ni 

FOR n=23 TO 44 

AT n-21,16:PRINT symbolé(n)&’ ‘&names (n) 
END FOR n 

FOR n=45 TO 46 

AT m-43,31:FPRINT symbols (n)&’ ‘&namet(n) 
END FOR n 

FOR n=67 TO 88 

AT n-65,46:FRINT symbolsind&’ ‘“&names(n) 
END FOR n 

FOR n=89 TO 106 

AT n-B87,462:PRINT symbol@(n)&" ‘&name#(n) 
END FOR n 

PRINT#O, ‘Press any key to return to the menu. ': PAUSE 

END DEFine 

REMark ###2HHHERHEEESHHERE 

DEFine FROCedure RAM 

PAPER O:INK 7:CLS 

AT O,16:PRINT ‘< RELAT IV ATO W TEC M-4-S Ss e°S >" 
FOR n=1 TO 22 

AT 1+n,Z2:PRINT symbolé(n):AT +n, S:PRINT ram# (ni) 

END FOR ni 

FOR n=23 TO 44 

AT m-Zi,i18:PRINT symbol (n):AT n-21,21:PRINT ram$in) 

END FOR ni 

FOR n=45 TO 46 

AT n-43,34:PRINT symbolé(n) sal n-43,47:PRINT ramt(n) 

END FOR ni 

FOR n=67 TO 86 

AT n-65,50:PRINT symbol$ind!:AT n-65,53:PRINT ramtin) 

END FOR n 

FOR n=89 TO 106 











AT n-87,66:FRINT symbol$(n)sAT n-87,67:PRINT ramtin) ; | 
END FOR n 0 “2 

FRINT #0, Press any key to return to the menu. ’:FAUSE ates 

END DEFine 
REMark SERRE ERREEEREREE HERE 


DEFine FROCedure menu 

PAPER O:INK 7:CLS#0:CLS 

CSIZE 2,1:UNDER 1 

AT 0,15:PRINT ° CHEMISTRY 

CSIZE 1,i:UNDER 9 

AT 2,16:PRINT ‘This program will display :- 
PRINT ‘1) The Periodic Table’ 
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i770 

1800 

i610 

1620 

1830 

1849 

iasa 

18460 

1879 

1880 

i8?0 

i760 

1910 

1920 

1930 

1940 
1950 
1960 
1970 
1980 
1990 
2000 
£010 
2020 
2030 
2040 
2050 
2060 
2070 
2080 
2090 
2100 
2110 
2120 
2130 
2140 
2150 
2160 
21/70 
2180 
2190 
2200 
2210 
eee) 
eo) 
2240 
22d 
2260 
22/0 
2280 
2270) 
2o00 
2010 
2020 
Zoo) 
23540 
2300) 
2360 
23/0 
2o80 
2590 


PRINT ‘2) The Relative Atomic Masses of all the elements’ 
PRINT '3) The Elements and their symbols’ 
PRINT:AT 7,16:FRINT ‘Choose your option (1,2 or 3)’ 


CSIZE 9,0 
Opté=INKEYS 

IF opt$="" OR opt$<'O' OR opt#>'3° THEN : GO TO 1746 
IF opt$='1° THEN :periodic table 

IF aopt$="2° THEN : RAM 

IF aptt="3" THEN :elements 

END DEFine 

REMArK ##HEEERHE ERE REE ES EHEEHES 

DATA ‘1 » Hydrogen’,*H *,° 1.008° 

DATA ‘2 ',’Helium’,’He’,’ 4.003° 

DATA °3 °*, Lithium’, Li‘, 6.939" 

DATA ‘4 , Beryllium’, ’Be’,' 9.012° 
DATA ‘S ', ‘Boron’,‘B ‘,’ 10.811’ 
Dain “6 ~, Carbon’, 6. *,* 22,0017 
DATR ‘7 ‘, ‘Nitrogen’, ‘N ‘,‘ 14.007° 
DATA ‘8 ‘','OQxygen’,‘O ‘,’ 15.999’ 
DATA ‘9 ‘, ‘Fluorine’, 'F ’,’ 18.998‘ 
DATA ‘10 ', Neon’, ‘Ne‘,’ 20,183' 

DATA ‘11 ', ‘Sodium’, ‘Na‘’,’ 22.990' 
DATA ‘12 ', “Magnesium’,’Mg',' 24.312' 
DATA ‘13 ‘, Aluminium’, ‘Al‘,‘ 26. 981° 
DATA ‘14 ‘, Silicon’, 'Si’,’ 28.0864' 
DATA ‘15 ‘, Phosphorus’, ‘F ‘',’ 30.974° 
DATA ‘16 ', ‘Sulphur’, ’S °,' 32.064° 
DATA "ft? ~, Chlorine’, *Cl',* 35.453" 
DATA ‘18 ‘, Argon’, ‘Ar',’ 39.948' 
DATA ‘19 ', ‘Potassium’, ’K ‘,' 39.102' 
DATA '20 ', ‘Calcium’, ‘Ca‘’,’ 40.080' 
DATA ‘21 ‘', ‘Scandium’, ’Sc‘',’ 44.956’ 
DATA ‘22 ‘, ‘Titanium’, ‘Ti‘',’ 47.900' 
DATA ‘23 ‘, ‘Vanadium’, 'V ‘,‘ 50.942’ 
DATA ‘24 *, ‘Chromium’, ‘Cr',’ 51.994' 
DATA ‘25 ', ‘Manganese’, ‘Mn’,’ 54.938' 
DATA ‘26 ', ‘Iron’, ‘Fe',’ 55.847° 

DATA *27. ~, “Cobalt, ‘Co*,‘ 58.933" 
DATA "28 ‘', ‘Nickel’, ’Ni‘,‘ 58.710’ 
DATA ‘29 ‘, ‘Copper’, ‘'Cu’,' 63.540° 
DATA. “SO-*,, Zine’, “in’,* 68.376" 

DATA ‘31 ‘, ‘Gallium’, 'Ga’,’ 49.720’ 
DATA ‘32 ', ‘Germanium’, ’Ge',' 72.590‘ 
DATA ‘33 ', ‘Arsenic’, ‘'As',’ 74.992 
DATA ‘34 ', ‘Selenium’, ‘Se’,' 78.940’ 
DATA ‘35 ‘, ‘Bromine’, 'Br',’ 79.909' 
DATA ‘36 ', ‘Krypton’, 'Kr’,’ 83.800° 
DATA ‘37 ', Rubidium’, ‘Rb‘',‘' 85.470° 
DATA ‘38 °, ‘Strontium’, ‘Sr',’ 87.420° 
DATA ‘39 °, Yttrium’, ’Y ‘',’ 88.905' 
DATA ‘40 ‘', ‘Zirconium’, 'Zr',’ 91.220’ 
DATA °41 ‘, ‘Niobium’, ‘Nb',’ 92.906' 
DATA °42 ', ‘Molybdenum’, ‘Mo’,’ 95.940° 
DATA ‘43 ', ‘Technetium’,‘Tc’,’ 99.000° 
DATA ‘44 ', ‘Ruthenium’, ‘Ru’, ‘101.070' 
DATA ‘45 ', 'Rhodium', ‘Rh’, ‘102.905’ 
DATA ‘46 ', 'Palladium’, ‘Fd’, ‘104.400’ 
DATA ‘47 ‘, Silver’, ‘Ag’, '107.870' 
DATA ‘48 ', ‘Cadmium’, 'Cd', ‘112. 400° 
DATR ‘49 ', ‘Indium’, ‘In’, ‘114.820° 
DATA “SO ', ‘Tin’, ‘Sn’, ‘118.490’ 
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47 


2400 
2410 
2420 
2430 
2440 
24509 
2460 
2470 
<46B0 
2490 
2000 
2u10 


2020 


2930, 


2540 
2a) 


2560 


Z2a70 
2u80 
2070) 
2600 
2610 
2620) 
2650 
2640 
2650 
2660 
2670 
2680 
2690 
2700 
2710 
2720 
2730 
2740 
2730 
2760) 
2779 
2780 
2790 
2800 
28190 
2620 
2830 
2340 
2850 
2860 
2870 
2880 
23890 
2900 
2710 
2920 
27.30 
2740 
2750 
2760 
2970 
29B0 


DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 


DATA ’ 
DATA ° 
DATA * 
DATA * 


DATA 


DATA °* 


DATA 
DATA 
DATA 


DATA ¢ 
DATA °* 
DATA ° 


DATA 
DATA 


DATA ° 


DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 


DATA °* 
DATA ° 


DATA 


DATA ¢ 


DATA 


DATA ° 
DATA ' 


DATA 


DATA ° 
DATA °* 


DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 


‘Sl 
‘SD 
‘=e 
"54 

‘ae 
Sh 
‘ad 

‘59 ° 
oF? 
‘60 
‘él 
‘AD 
‘63 * 
64 
‘65 


"66 


= 


-_ 


=- 


o- 
LE 


‘98 
‘99 ° 
"100° 
“40t" 
* 102° 
"103° 
104° 
‘103° 
‘106° 
‘pe: 
>. ee, 
«ee 


5 
1 
| 
| 
3 
7 
q 
| 
bk 
| 
| 
7 
5 
q 
q 


‘Antimony ', ‘Sb’, ‘121.750 
‘Tellurium’, ‘Te’, ‘127.600’ 


‘Iodine’, ‘I 


"126.904" 


‘¥enon'’, ‘Xe’, '131.300' 
‘Caesium’, ‘Cs’, ‘132.905’ 
‘Barium’, “Ba’, °137.340' 
‘Lanthanum’, ‘La’, ‘'138.910° 
‘Cerium’, ‘Ce’, °140.120' 
‘Praseodymium’, ‘Pr’, '140.907' 


's Neodymium’, ‘Nd', °144, 240° 


‘Promethium'’, ‘Pm', ‘147.000° 
‘Samarium’, ‘Sm’, °150.350' 
‘Europium’, ‘Eu’, ‘151.960° 
‘Gadolinium’, ‘Gd‘, ‘'157.250' 
‘Terbium', ‘Th’, '158.924' 

, Dysprosium’, ‘Dy’, ‘162.500’ 


a 


4 
1 


4 


cnn 


r 
cl 
f 


I 
& 
6 


ae 
ae 
oe 


‘Holmium’, ‘Ho’, ‘164. 930° 
‘ertium’,“Er*, °167.4.260" 
‘Thulium’, “Tm’, '168.934° 
"Ytterbium', ‘Yb’, '173,.040° 
"Lutetium’, ‘Lu’, '174.970' 
“Hafnium’, ‘Hf', '178.490° 
‘Tantalum’, ‘Ta’, ‘180.948’ 
“Tungsten’,'W ‘,‘183.850° 
“Rhenium’, ‘Re’, '186.200' 
‘Osmium’, ‘Os', '190, 200" 
‘Iridium’, Ir’, ‘192. 206" 
‘Platinum’, ‘Pt’, '195.090° 
‘Gold’, ‘Au’, '196.967' 
‘Mercury’, “Hg’, ‘200.590’ 
‘Thallium’, ‘Tl’, '204.370' 
‘Lead’, ‘Pb’, '207.190' 
‘Bismuth’, *Bi'’, ‘208.980’ 
‘Polonium’, ‘Fo', ‘209.000' 
‘AStatine’, ‘At’, ‘210.000’ 
“Radon, ‘Rn’, '222.000° 
‘Francium'’, ‘Fr’, ‘223.000° 
"Radium", ‘Ra’, '226.000' 
‘Actinium’, ‘Ac’, '227.000° 
‘Thorium’, ‘Th’, ‘232.038° 
‘Protactinium’, ‘Pa’, '231.000' 
‘Uranium’, ‘U 


', 238.030" 


“D's 
doa 


? 


5 


‘Neptunium’, ‘Np’, ‘237.000’ 
‘Plutonium’, ‘Pu’, '242.000° 
‘AMer cium’, ‘Am’, ‘243. 000° 
‘Curium’, ‘Cm’,  247.000° 
“Berkelium'’, ‘Bk’, '247.001'° 
‘Californium’, ‘Cf’, ° 
"Einsteinium'’, ‘Es’,' 
“Fermium'’, Fm’, ‘257. 
‘Mendelevium‘’, ‘Md',‘ 
“Nobelium’, ‘No’, ‘256.901 ° 
‘Lawrencium’, ‘Lw’, ‘257.001 ' 
‘Ruther fordium’, ‘Rf', '259.000° 
‘Hahnium’, ‘Ha’, '260.000' 

“(Not Named)‘, '#*’ 


r 


291,000° 
204,000" 


00° 
296.000" 


— See Se fee Se ee ee 


oe wees ar 
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DIR_TO__ARCHIVE_BAS locate files backed up several 


Was written as 


through microdrives or disks to achieve a sorted database file, around. 


100 
lig 
120 
130 
140 
i150 
160 
170 
180 
190 
200 
210 
220 
230 
240 
250 
260 
270 
250 
290 
300 
310 
320 
320 
1] 340 
350 
360 
370 
360 
390 
400 
410 
420 
430 
440 
450 
460 
470 
450 
490 
500 
510 
920 
530 
540 
550 
560 
570 
580 
5390 
600 
610 
620 
630 
640 
650 
660 
67o 
660 
690 
caer 
710 
720 
730 
740 
750 
760 
770 
780 
790 
800 
810 
820 
830 
840 
650 
860 
B70 
880 
B90 
900 
910 
920 
930 
940 
950 
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REMark init is at line 700 and all REMarks may be omitted if desired 
REMark ee eee eee ee eee ee eee ee ee | 


REMark # DIR_TO_ARCHIVE_BAS * 
REMark # (ec) T.Mcknight 7/05/90 * 
REMark PEELE EERE REE EEE EEE EEE EERE EEE EERE 
start:5T0OP 

REMArK #0 FPR EERE ERE ERNE 
DEFine PROCedure start 
init 


open_exp_file 
REPeat data input 
prompt 
REPeat ky 
ky#=INKEYS(-1) 
IF ky#=CHR$(10) THEN EXIT ky 
IF ky#=CHR9(27) 
no_more_data 
EXIT data_input 
END IF 
IF ky$=" ' THEN STOP 
END REPeat ky 
clear_line_i:PRINT *WAIT' 
get_dir 
read tempdir 
drive_nmbr=drive_nmbr+1 
END REPeat data_input 





END DEFine 
REMark Citi teeet tee e tet EPL L CLE e ri cree rere eT Cer ee ee re ee ee 
DEFine PROCedure open_exp file 


AT 1,5:PRINT "CREATING EXPORT FILE’ 

DELETE media2$&'2 program_exp' 

OPEN _NEW#4;media2$&'2 program_exp’:REMark ensure drive is in 2 
PRINT#4;""rec_nmbr","drive_nmbr", "titles" \ 

FOR f=0 TO 5000:END FOR f 


END DEFine 
REMark JLRS PEELE EEE See ee eee ec cee ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee 
DEFine PROCedure prompt 


clear_line_i 

PRINT "Insert Cartridge "sdrive_nmbr; 

PRINT ' into drive 1 and press [ENTER] or (ESC) to stop’ 

END DEFine 

REHark DUC PPPP PEEP EEL ELE SEPP ee eee eee eee ee Tee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee 
DEFine PROCedure get_dir 
DELETE mediaZ$&'2_tempdir’:OPEN_NEW#5;media2$&'2 tempdir' 

DIR¢S;medials 


CLOSE#S 

END DEFine 

REMSCkK FH EEE EEE EE EE ee 
DEFine PROCedure tread _tempdir 


OPEN_IN#S;mediaZ2$&"2 tempdir’ 
INPUT#5; dumi#: INPUT#S:dum2$ 
REPeat loopl 
INPUT@#S; titles 
PRINT#4;rec_nmbr;',"sdrive nmbr;',"s'"*stitlegs'™"\ 
[F EOQF(#5) THEN EXIT loopt 
rec_nmbr=rec_nmbr+1 
END REPeat looptl 
CLOSE#5S 
END DEFine 
REMACK SF HHH EERE RRA EERE ER REAR EERE RE REE ee 
DEFine PROCedure tnit 
MODE 4:WINDOW 512,256,0,0:CLS5S 
rec_nmbr=1:drive_nmbr=1:medial$="mdvi_' 
media2$='mdv':REMark CHANGE TO SUIT USER REQUIREMENTS i.e. FLP 
prog$="DIR_TO_ARCHIVE BAS’ :author$="(c) T.Mcknight 7th May 1990° 
AT 0,5:PRINT prog$;"’ ‘*;author$ 


END DEFine 

REMark SREP ERE EEE EEE EER EEE EERE SEE EERE EEE R ERR E EE 
DEFine PROCedure no_@more_data 
PRINT#4;CHR$(26) ; 

CLOSE#4 


clear_line_i 

PRINT 'COMPLETED Now reset and load ARCHIVE and import as per the notes’ 
END DEFine 

REMArk SO EOE REE ER RRR ERR 


DEFine PROCedure clear_|ine_i 
AT 1,0:PRINT TO 8O0:AT 1,5 

END DEFine 

REMark PERERA EERE ERE EEE 
DEFine PROCedure Save_me 
init 


AT 1,5:PRINT "SAVING ";prog$ 
DELETE media2$&h'2 "kprog$ 

SAVE media2$&'2 "&prog$, TO 1000 
END DEFine 

REMark FINISHED 


through which the user can pick 
a way of sorting times on different drives, to out files to delete or move 


DIR_TO ARCHIVE BAS 


After typing in the routine, 
Save it as 


DIR__TO_.ARCHIVE- 


—BAS on mdvy 2 by typing 
save_me and RUN. The prog- 
ram then asks the user to insert 


disk or microdrive | (it helps 


if 


you number all your microd- 


tives or disks) and press 


ENTER or ESC to finish. 


Repeat the process for all 
your media and then press ESC 


by 
T. McKnight 






to close the file. For microd- 
rives, this will take a long time 
because the drives are painfully 
slow but it is worth the wait. 


The user now has 


4 


PROGRAM_EXP file” on 
mdv2 which is in the form 


which Archive is able to read. 


Reset the machine (if you 
have the unexpanded QL) and 
load Archive. After loading, 
type IMPORT “PROGRAM” 


AS “PROGS" 


ORDER _ title$:a,drive__nm- 


bria 
DUMP 
CLOSE “PROGS” 


This will dump the entire file to 
the printer in alphabetical 
order ready for the user to 
peruse. The user will now have 


the file “PROGS__DBE” o 


n 


mdv2 which can be manipu- 
lated using Archive in any way 
the user likes. The structure of | 


the file ts: 


rec__nmbr 
drive—__nmbr 
titles 


QUIT from the program, 
reset and load in your favourite 
file management utility such as 
the excellent FTIDY__BAS by 
Howard. J Clase, or use Super- 


basic to move files around. 


The program works on any | 
QL expansion and can be mod- 
ified to sult your own require- 
ments for different media by 
changing medial$ and media2$ 
in line 730 to ‘mdy’, ‘ram’ (if 
using a toolkit insert FOR- 
MAT RAM7_10 or equiva- 
lent ahead of medial$) or 


FLP* etc. 
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HARDWARE . 


ABC Elektronic 010 49 52] 89038] 

Care Electronics 0923 672102 

Thor International 

010 4533 930305 010 4533 937544 

Digital Precision ())-527 5493 

} Liscs, interfaces, drives, keyboards, RAM 
expansions. 

BEC Ltd U7fS3 S8RRbb 

QOLs, penpherals, accessories. 

Miracle Systems (M4 423986 

Trump Card interface, modems, hard disc 
drive. 

Joe Atkinson, 36 Ravelagh Rd, London. 
Replacement roms, mdvs and spares. 
QJump (Tony Tebby) 0954 50800 
Schéin PCP 04865 3836 

Keyboards, utility software, 

Strong Computer Systems 

0267 231246 Interfaces, peripherals. 
Sector Software (772 454328 
Peripherals, 

TF Services 01-724 9053 

Repairs, spares, peripherals. 

TK Computerware 0303 812801 


| 


Adman Services (95? 255895 
Suredata ()|-902 5218 Repairs. 
Quanta User Group, support. 
















jee & ee ley 


Care Electronics (924 672102 
Tany Tebby software. Miracle hardware. 
peripherals, utilities. 

CGH Services . : 

055934 574 Adventures, OLAF 
Compware U270) 58230) 

Task Swopper, Mega Toolbox, Expert 
System Shell and others 

Creative Codeworks 

021 426 5199 Speedscreen. 

Digital Precision ()|-527 5493 

Turbo Basic compiler, Desktop Publisher, 
Editor, Eye- graphics, Sprite generator. 
Super Forth, Better Basic, Professional 
and Super Astrologer, Media Manager, 
Supercharge. Blocklands, Driodzone, 
Aracadia, Reversi, Backgammon, Master 
Bridge Tutor, C-M Emulator. C compiler, 
Lightning speed enhancer. 

DJW Software (256 881701 Home Banker 
Eidersoft 089283 2552 

Games, utilities, Ice. Pyramide. 
Ima(QjJLate Software a 
42 Albion Street, Broadstairs, Kent CTIO 
INE. Biograph 

Jochen Merz Software ()10 (203 597283 
OL Emulator for Atan ST; other software 
POOL 02) 200 23413 

General business and utilities applications, 
including DiseOver, Cash Trader 

QL. Supersoft (256 475992 

Home Budget, Superdraw 

Rob Roy Software 

Ol Teignmouth Road, Clevedon, Avon 


















C.G.H. SERVICES 


Cwm Gwen Hall, Pencader, Dyfed, Cymru, $5A39 9HA. (Tel. 0559 384574) 


Products Type Wemory tlh 


Ane Pum Guat Text Adventure 126K E 8.00 

Alag? Text Adventure 256K E £00 

D-Day Mk tl (Special Ed) Wargame 256K £14.00 
Dreamlands Text Adventure 256K £ 6.00 

From the Tower of Valagon Test Adventure 18K EF 8.00 

Grey Wolf U-Boat Simulator 256K Ec 8.00 

Here We Gao Text Adventure 128K £10.00 10. 
MacSporran's Lament Wustrated Adventure 128K E 8.00 £10.00 
Open Golf Golf Simulator 812K E 9.00 - 
Quiz Master Quiz Game 128K E10.00 £10.00 
Return to Eden lustrated Aolea-Piay Ady 2 SEK, £15.00 — 
Starplod lustrated Adventure 2B FE 8.00 EIGLO8 
The Gee Gee System Horserace Prediction 1ZBR, £10.00 £10.00 
Uncle Loonie's Legacy Nlustrated Puzzle Adv 1ZBR £ 8.00 £10.00 
Voyage of the Beano Nustrated Adventure 256K. £10.00 = 
Voyage of the Beano Text Adventure 256K — £13.00 
Wrack Dive Graphical Adventure 128K EF 8.00 E10,00 


Please add 10% to all orders by post to cover p&p and other charges. We regret that we cannot deal 
with orders by Access or other cards. All monies must be in Sterling 


SE ee ee eee eS 
Also available: OL Technical Review 1 & 27,3. 0. Adventurers’ Forum 1-9. We also distribute a wide 
range of Public Domain ond Shareware titles, Please send an s.a-2. for details. We would like fo hear 
from any programmers wishing to have their programs published 





IDEAL FOR SERIOUS BEGINNER OL, 
Minerva ROMs, 521K internal RAM, 
Philips green monitor, 2*5.25 disks, 
Tandata modem set, Modaptor+, 
ROM RAM disk. Quill, Archive, Aba- 
cus, Easel, Speedscreen, Discover, 
Tex Tidy, TeachniQ_l, text87, 
founted83, Editor, Forth, Pascal, 
Assembler, Monitor, Z88-QL. Books. 
Offers. Stevens, 0763 72134, (Hert- 
fordshire). 


FOR SALE: OL with 512k expansion, 
3.5" disk drive and interface, miracle 
modem, nine books, software includ- 


QL (JS), 


QL ROMS AND SPARES 


ROMS. MGE (Spanish WWGF (French), MGG 


| (German), JS (English), teueach. JM (English, 


£10 

MDOVS. Complete OL MDV Subunit £20. head 
and Chassis £10. Microswitch £2. Mater 66. 
Hubber & Plastic Roller £2. MOV? Stand-off 
spacer + screw 2, ULA bs. Ir 4,5)6,7 set £2. 
MDY peb inc, ULA £11. Prices Include UK 
postage. Send SAE for price list of all QL 
Shares 


Joe Atkinson, 36 Ranelagh Road, Ealing, 








schon keyboard, Trump 
Card, DD drive, CM8833 monitor. 






£500 or might split. Also OL (JS), one 
drive needs attention. Mono moni- 
tor. Various software, books, maqgazi- 
nes. Offers. 081-330 3523 


BS21 4DR. Rob Roy and Palantir 


Sector Software (772 454324 
Flashback and other utilities. Peripherals 


Hon, secretary, Phil Borman, (472 49851) 
Achange User Group 
Freepost, Beckenham, Kent BR3 2BR 


ing supercharge chess scrabble. 
Many microdrives and disks only 














SOFTWARE 


Athene Consultants (705 511439 

ARK Distribution 0983 79496 

Archivist, Master Spy and other business 
and utility software. 

Bvlehack (636 POST 

Call Us What You Like 

55 Greenan, Shaws Road, Belfast BT11 
BLA. No telephone. Superspy. 





| EUROWORD Text Handler, Type, edit, 


Save, print documents in English, 
French, German, Spanish, Italian, Pol- 
ish, Serbo-croat and RUSSIAN. Easy 
keying for all characters. Multi-tasking. 
Prints to Epson compabitle 9-pin dot- 
matrix printers. On 3.5" disc. £15.50. G 
Jackson, 14 Castle Road, Whitby, Y021 
SNJ. Tel. 0497 603839. 


SD Microsystems (462 422897 

Business software including General 
Ledger. Small Traders’ Pack/Invowcer and 
Stock Accounting 

Software 87 

33 Savernake Road, London NW3 2JU 
Talent Software (305 813883 

Utilities, games. 

Thornado Systems (!/() Of2 577244 

Thor systems, software, support 

TK Compulerware 0303 41280) 

Add-ons, spares. software 

WD Software (534 81392 


MICROVITEC Colour Monitor high 
resolution hardly used cost £230. 
Reasonable offers considered phone 
051334 27171 

STRICTLY FOR YOU. Dial 0898 442 
514 (25p/38p per min). Dial It If You 
Dare. 

STAG LINE. With Special Sound 
Effects. Dial 0898 442 604 (25p/38p per 


£785 o.n.o tel: 0253 733260 


CHINESE CHESS 
The Authentic game for the QL 128K. 
£14.95 incl. P&P. 


Available on MDV and now on 3'" and 5'4" disks. Please state. 


Please note, we've moved to: 
11 LATTON CLOSE CHILTON, DIDCOT, 
OXON OX11 OSU. Tel.(0235) 834254, 


OL REPAIRS 
ANY FAULT £27.95 INCLUSIVE OF P&P, VAT 


INSURANCE AND 3 MO 


THS GUARANTEE. 


FOR REPAIRS ON OTHER MICROS 


SUREDATA 


PHONE FOR DETAILS. 


UNIT 6, STANLEY HOUSE 


STANLEY AVENUE, WEMBLEY 
MIDDX, HAO 4JBO 


PSS sss ses ee ee ee ee ee ee eee eee ee eee 


CLASSIFIED 


Please send coupon to: Sinclair/QL World, Panini House, 116/120 Goswell Road, London EC1. Please place this 
| Classified Advertisement in the next issue of Sinclair/QL World. 


| NAME 
| ADDRESS 
| DAYTIME TELEPHONE No. 


min). Telephone: 081-902 5218 











The cost of 1-30 words inclusive is £15. Prepayment is not necessary 
as you will be, invoiced for the sum of £15 following publication, 





Settlement of the invoice will be required within 30 days of receipt. 








wn 
oS 
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ICRO ADS... MICRO ADS... MICRO ADS... MICRO ADS... MICRO ADS... MICRO ADS ... MICRO ADS... MICRO ADS... MICRO AD: 





For this mote Rérious Or professional epplice 
tions user, Commodore have a selection of 
2000, al prices from £12954+VAT, The A2000 
features a full IMb RAM (expandable to 9Mb), 
systam expansion slots, plus IBM com- 
patibility with tha use of PC-XT or PC-AT 
bridgeboards. eck my and return the 
coupon, pulling a ti 
in the A2000 box, for 
details of A2000 com- 
puter systems. 


PACK INCLUDES: 9 
A500 Computer & Mouse £399.99 
A520 TV Modulator £24.99 
Batman The Movie £24.95 

New Zealand Story £24.95 
| Interceptor ..... £24.95 
Deluxe Paint Il £49.95 


TOTAL RAP: £549.78 
Less Pack Saving: £150.78 | 


PACK PRICE: £399.00 


The Commodore A500 Batman Pack must 
Surely rank as one of the most popular com- 
puter packs ever! The pack features the 
Commodore Amiga 500 computer with 
mouse controller and TV modulator, plus 
four top software titles. The software in- 

cludes: "Batman The Movie’ - Aid Gotham 
City of the cunning joker, in Ocean's top 
selling title based on the blockbuster Bat 

man film; New Zealand Story - high quali- 
ty conversion of the leading arcade game; 
Interceptor - Dogfight with two F-16's in 
this leading flight simulator; Deluxe Paint 
I) - top quality Amiga graphics package 
which set the standard for others to follow 


- = ING 
Return the coupon for further details =e WAT 


SILICA SHOP OFFER VOU 


REE t INIGHT ¢ (ALE =LIVE On all hardware orders Lee in the UK 
TECHNICAL SUP =LPLINE Team of Amiga technical experts at your Service, 
PRICE MAT* - We normally match competitors on a ‘Same product - Same price’ basis. 

ISHE ’ Proven track record in professional computer sales 

salid and reliable with maintained growth. 
> Volume discounts available for large orders. 

SHOWRO » Bemonsization and training facilities at our London & Sidcup branches 
THE Fi INGE: All of your Amiga requirements from one supplier. 
Fi OGUI Will be mailed to you with offers and software/peripheral detalls. 
PAY ME "By cash, cheque and all major credit cards. 
nT | E -HMS; silica are licensed credit brokers - return coupon for details. 
Betore you decide when to buy your new Amiga computer, we suggest you think very carefully about WHERE 
you buy it. Consider what it will be like a few months after buying your Amiga, when you may require additional 
penipnerals of software, or help and advice with your new purchase, And, will the company you buy from contact 
you with details of mew products? At Silica Shop, we ensure thal you will have nothing to worry about, Silica have 
been established for over 12 years, and have an annual turnover of £13 million. With our unrivalled experience 
and expertise, we can mow claim to meet our customers requirements with an understanding which is second 


la pene. Bul don't just take our word for il. Complete and return 
gt “ALE CA 
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ihe coupon now for our latest Free literature and begin to ax- 


perience the "Silica Shop Service’ 









RETURN THE COUPON NOW FOR 


FREE BROCHURES 





| MAIL ORDER: 





To Silica Shop Ltd., Deot OLW Os GO 


Flight ot nas, is the very latest Amiga 500 pack from Cnavedeie, 
featuring BRAND NEW software releases, to make this the most spec- 
| tacular A500 pack ever! The pack features the Amiga 500 computer 
with mouse controller and TV modulator, as well as four top software 
titles. These include the Bn 5 
The wttimase in Wight simulation with a chen 
Of two dircratt and four battle environments: 
wilh dozens of different tattical missions, 
Aerial combat, sirtegic bombings, interac. 
hive ground based battles, seagaing carriars 
. the list of features is endisss. Agal time 
| cockpit displays, including ‘true radar® 
enhance the realistic fae! of this sunning 
sirnulaticnn. 


PACK INCLUDES: 
A500 Computer & Mouse £399.99 
A520 TV Modulator £24.99 
Deluxe Paint Il £49.95 
Escape/Robot Monsters £19.99 
Rainbow Islands £24.95 
F29 Retaliator £24.95 


TOTAL RAP: £544.82 
Less Pack Saving: £145.82 


PACK PRICE: £399.00 | 


The bigh quality grashics program that 
set the standard for other Amiga art 
packages. Deluxe Paint | includes 
Bowertul, easy to use foots thal bring 
oul the artis} in you. Create master- 


Here's eondthing completely different 
-@ Science fiction etory wilh core 
book style graphics. Out heroes Jake 
and Duke are on tha Planet  rescu- 
ing Humans who have been captured 
by the Robot Mongiers and forced to 

| create an evil Robot Army to DESTROY 
EARTH! Jake and Duke fl fight thai way 
through hordes of evil Robots to help 
ihe Humans escape. 


Slip « on your reas shoes, prachiee 
throwing a minbow and you're ready 
fo go sland hopping. From the Island 
ol Doh to Monster island, you will an- 
counter Deh hirneal!, stingong insects, 
lethal combal machines, mechanical 
fesailants, the formidable baings of 
legend and folklore, Finally enter the | 


+VAT= £1489,25 — world of darkness and its inhabitants, 





1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DAI4 4DX Tel: 081- 309. 1117 


Order Lines Open: Mon-Sat S.00am £.O0pm No Late Night Opening Fax Mo: 081-308 O608 


LONDON SHOP: 52 Tottenham Court Road, London, WiP OBA Tel: 071-580 4000 


Opening Hours Mon-Sat §.30am-6.00pm Late Night; Thursday until &om Pax No. 071-329 47a? 


1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DAl4 4DX Tel: 081-302 B811 


Mon-Sat §00am-S30pm_ Late Night: Friday until 7pm Fax Mo: 087-309 0017 


1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DAi4 4DX Tel: 081-308 0888 


Closed on Saturdays Fax Wo: 081-308 o80a 


SIDCUP SHOP: 
Opening Hour 


BUSINESS/EDUCATION: 


Ovdar Linus Open: Mon-Fri S.00am-6.00pm 


T-4 the Mews. Hatherley Road Sidcup, Kem DAte 40% 





ni | cr | ia c 
r LEAOE 





INFORMATION ON 





UC ANKAIC I 
END HE AMIGA 





Mr/MrsiMs: ...... Initials: ............. Surname: ... 


Address: 


ee Rene NT eee ee en | es oie 


Which computer(s), if any, do you own? .......... A2SO00 | | 


EBOE Aerie Onions and soetiiceians Mav Cham - plgese return ine Geunen tor ine lates? inforrahean 





BRAND NEW 
MICRODRIVE CARTRIDGES 
£2.00 EACH ANY QUANTITY. 


Sector Software 


The best programs and peripherals for the QL 





| Q2/QL to 288 File Transfer 
Software and cable to connect the Z88 and OL and 
transfer any files between them. Includes Archive to 
Pipedream and back conversion routines. £25 


Amiga to Z88 File Transfer 






transfer any files between them £25 


Spellbound 
A spelling checker that checks your spelling AS YOU 
| TYPE. Based on a 30,000 word dictionary, works with, 
Quill or The Editor V1.17 onwards on the expanded 
OL. £30 


| Taskmaster 











use the QL as a serious machine. Multitask many 
programs at once. 


Files 2 


| File handling utility with scores of features. Written 
by Peter Jefferies. |\deal enhancement for Taskmaster 
users. £12 


| Write Turn 

Turn spreadsheets and documents on their sides with 
this excellent utility, works on Epson and compatible 
printers. £12 


QL World Index 

A complete index to the contents of QL World from 
its start to May 1988. Find articles and reviews in 
seconds, 160K+ of data compressed to fit into a 

128K QL. £6 


Flashback 


A very fast and slick database which has very few 
limitations. Will also convert Archive files. £25 
Flashback Special Edition is a greatly advanced 
version with lots of extra features including report 
generator, mail merge, label printing, etc. £40 


Touch Typist 





£25 















of your progress, adjustable difficulty levels. .........£12 


Ferret 

Find lost files fast with this file search utility which 
will read all your files on disk or mdv looking for a 
match with your search text. £12 


STD Index 


This index to all the dialling codes in the country 
executies from disk in 15 seconds. Know the place 
and it will tell you the number, know the 
number and it will tell you the place! 

(Expanded QL only.) 


VISA 
=a 

















Software and cable to connect the Z88 and Amiga and 


| A brilliant multitasking front end system which lets you 


Excellent typing tutor that works. 200 lessons, graph | 


£12 


< Sector soffware 





| Upgrade fee for existing Spellbound owners 


Page Designer 2 

This is a full feature desktop publisher that has to be 
seen to be believed. Ask for full details of this system 
and its support programs. £35 


Phillips CM8833 Colour Stereo 


Monitor 


A stereo monitor for the QL, Amiga, ST or almost any 
£260 


computer. 





Spellbound Special Edition 


Spellbound Special Edition is a new version of our 
popular spelling checker for the expanded OL 


Features 

* 30,000+ word dictionary and 50,000 word dictionary. 

* Ability to check documents on disk 

* 3 modes, Off, On, and Sleep 

* SpeliboundSE will turn itself back on after editing 

* Auto add words to dictionary 

* Manual Y/N add words to dictionary 

* Faster loading of dictionary at start of session 

* Examples box can now be moved aroundhe screen 

* Produce a file on disk of unmatched words in 4 DOC file 


* After checking a file on disk spellbound will ask if you wish to 
load the file, if you answer ‘Y’ theft Spellbound will operate 
Quill, load the file In, and go in to search. and replace mode 
automaticallly, you can then skip to your mistakes at the press 
of a key. 


After a year of hard work by Peter Jefferies the author of the 
original Spellbound, Taskmaster, and Flashback + SE we now 
have what is probably the best spelling checker you will ever see 
on a OL, we are especially proud of this program by Peter and 
don't think it can be improved. We are able to offer this software 
as an upgrade to existing customers of Spell bound on return of 
your original copy and the upgrade fee mentioned below. 
Spellbound SE Is only available on 3.5" FLP disk and is not 
available to microdrive onwers due to Its size. 


Spell bound Special Editon on 3.5" disk £50 


£30 | 





Unit 13, Centurion Way Industrial Estate, Farington, Leyland, Lancs. PR5 2G U 
Tel: (0772) 454328/452414 (2 lines), Fax: (0772) 454680 


